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from   tnd   departing  to  each   foreign  countrj, 

dnring  the  year  endinK  June  30,  1850 ] 

Vo.  14.  Statement  exhibiting  the  commerce  of  each  State 
and  TRrritor;  during  the  year  ending  June  SO, 

1BG9 ] 

Ho.  IS.  fitalemeot  ezhlbitlnK  the  namber  of  American  aod 
forelKn  rettelB,  irltfa  their  tODDige  and  crewii, 
which  cleared  from  each  dietrict  of  the  United 
Statee  for  foreign  ooantiles  during  the  year  end- 
ing Jnne  30, 1869 ] 

Ho.  IS.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign  Teseela,  with  their  tonnage  and  crewe, 
which  entered  Into  each  dietrict  of  the  United 
Btatea  from  foreign  countries  during  the  year 

CDdlog  June  30,  1859 ] 

Ho.  IT.  Statement  exhibiting  the  nuiober  of  American  and 
foreign  vewels,  with  thrlr  tonnage  and  i^ewa, 
wbiCb  depart«d  from  each  di«trlct  ol  the  United 
States,  and  the  ouuatriM  to  which  they  cleared, 

during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859 1 

Ho.  18.  Statement  exhibitlrig  the  number  of  American  and 
torelKn  Teneli,  with  Ihetr  tonnage  and  ciewl, 
which  entered  Into  each  district  of  the  United 
Blatrg,  and  the  countries  from  which  they  ar- 

rlred,  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859... '. 

Kol  19.  Statement  exhibiting  the  indirect  trade  of  the 
United  Btatea,  the  countriei  of  production  and 
(hipmeDt.  with  the  Talue  of  the  article*  im- 
ported, dnring  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859  ... 
Ho.  20.  Bnmiaai7  atAtement  exhibiting  the  ralue  ot  tbe  in- 
direct trade  of  the  United  Btaiea  during  ttte  year 

ending  June  30,  1859 

Ho.  31.  Abstract  of  the  tonnagu  of  the  leveral  districts  of 
the  United  Statee  for  the  year  ending  Junr  30, 

1859 

No.  IS.  Statement  exhibiting  a  condeneed  view  of  the  ton- 
nage of  the  several  dUlricts  of  the  United  Statee 

for  the  Tear  ending   mne  30,  1B59 

No.  23.  Btatement  showing  the  number  and  clan  of  TeaaelE 
built,  and  the  Connxtre  thereof.  In  each  State  and 
Territory  of  the  United  Statee  ditrlnif  the  year 

ending  June  30,  1859 

No.  24.  A  companitlTe  Tlew  of  the  regiiitered  und  enrolled 
tonnage  of  the  United  States,  ehowlng  tbo  tuD- 
nuge  employed  in  the  whnte  flshrry.  also  the  pro- 
portion of  the  enrolled  and  llcensisl  tonnage  em- 
ployed In  the  coasting  traHe.  cod  fishery,  mack- 
rrci   Sihery,  and  whale  fishtry,   from   1815  to 

1819,inclnslTe i 

No.  23.  Statement  showing  the  outntier  aod  class  of  ve-^els 
built,  and  the  tonnage  therrof.  in  the  seTeral 
State*  and  Territories  of  tbe  United  States,  from 

1815  to  1869,  Inclusive 

Coauoerdal  relations  of  the  United  States  with  fbreign  nations 
daring  the  year  ending  September  30,  I8S9.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the ... 
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Commercial  Tolattoiu  of  the  United  States  with  Fraaca  during  the 

ye&r  ondios September  SO,  1S59.     StstemeoU  of  the...... 

CoDunercial  relatiuaa  of  tbe  United  States  with  Spain  dnriofc  the 

year  ending  September  30,  1SS9.     Btat«menti  of  tbe 

Commercial  relatioDS  of  the  Doited  Staler  with  Caba  during  the 

yeivr  ending  September  30,  1859.     Btntementi  of  the...... 

Commercial  niatioDi  of  the  United  States  with  Holland  during  the 

jear  ending  September  30,  IBSB.     Statements  of  the .. 

Commercial  reiatioi,!  of  tbe  United  Stitea  with  Purtngal  during  the 

jeor  ending  September  SO,  1S59.    Slutementa  of  tbe 

CommerciHl  relntions  of  the  United  State*  with  Denmark  during  the 

fear  ending  September  SO.  13S9.     Statements  of  the 

Commerciat  relations  of  tbe  United  Stalei  with  Sweden  and  Norway 

during  the  jeu  ending  September  30,  18&9.     Statement*  of 


the.. 


Commercial  leiationi  of  tbe  United  Statei  with  RuKta  during  the 
year  ending  September   30,  1859.      SlAtementi  ot  the.. 

Commercial  reiationa  of  the  United  Statee  with  Pnuaia  during  the 
year  ending  September  30.  1SS9,     Statements  of  the.. 

Commercial  relationi  of  the  United  Stittee  with  AURtrla  during  the 
yearending  September  30,  1H59.     Statemeatt  of  the.. 

Commercial  relation!  of  tbe  United  States  with  SanoTer  during  the 
year  endinn;  September  30.  1859,     Statement!  uf  the... 

Commerciai  relntiont  of  tbe  United  States  with  Frankfort-on-the- 
Mayn  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1869.  State- 
ments of  the 

CMDmercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Saxony  during  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1869.     Statements  of  the... 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Wartemburg  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1859.     Statemenlsof  the.... 

Commercial  relations  of  tbe  Doited  States  wltb  the  Hanse  Towns 
dnriiig  the  year  ending  September  30,  1SG9.    Statements  of 


the.. 


Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Sardinia  during  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1359.     Statements  of  the 

Commercial  relaUons  of  tbe  United  States  with  the  Two  Siciliea 
luring  the  year  ending  September  30,  1809.     Statements  of 


tbe. 


Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Switierbuid  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1B59      Statements  of  the .... 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Turkey  during  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1809.     Statements  of  the 

Commerdtkl  relations  of  tbe  United  States  with  the  Barbary  8  al 
during  tbe  year  ending  September  30,  1859. 


the.. 


Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Nam  during  the 

year  ending  September  SO,  18G9.     Statements  of  the .. 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  China  during  the 

year  ending  SrptembfT  30,  1859.     Statements  of  the .. 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  Stales  with  Japan  during  the 

year  ending  September  30.  1869.     Statements  of  the 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  State*  with  the  Sandwich  Islands 

dnrlug  the  year  endlDg  September  30,  186S,    Statements  of 
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CDHUDerdftl  relatloDi  of  the  United  Statei  with  the  Fejee  lalandi 
darlns  the  jeareoding  September  30,  1S59.  Statementa  of 
the 

CommerciBl  reUttoDi  of  the  TTnitod  States  with  Bnyti  during  the 
r«r  ending  September  3n,  1859      BtHtcuientgoT  the 

CommerciKl  relatioaB  of  the  United  States  with  the  Dominican  Be- 
pQblic  daring  the  jear  ending  September  30,  1859.  Blate- 
menti  of  the 

Commercial  Tslatioot  of  the  nnltttd  State*  with  Mexico  daring  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1853.     Statements  of  the....... 

OMUnercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Klcarogua  daring 
the  year  ending  September  SO,  1859,     Statements  of  the 

CtHDOlerclal  relations  of  the  Unifed  States  with  New  Orenada  during 
the  year  ending  September  30.  1859.     Statements  of  the 

Ctnunercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Cotta  Bica  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1869.     Statementa  of  the 

CommeRHki  relaUons  of  the  United  States  with  Teneiuela  during  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1853.     Statementa  of  the 

Commerdal  relations  of  the  United  States  with  BollTia  during  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1859.     Statements  of  the ... 

Comment  relathms  of  the  United  Stutea  with  Brazil  during  the 
j««r  ending  September  30,  1S59,     Statements  of  the. ... 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  Slates  with  Peru  during  the 
year  ending  September  SO.  1859      Statements  of  the 

Cannercial  rvlatlons  of  the  United  Slates  with  Chill  during  the 
year  aiding  September  30,  1859.     Statements  of  the 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  Scatea  with  Urngqay  during  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1859.    Statementa  of  the 

Commercial  reJationa  of  the  United  State*  with  Paraguay  during  the 
year  ending  September  30,  IB59.     Stotemente  of  the 

Comuirsioner  of  PnbJic  Buildings  daring  the  year  ending  June  30, 
18B1.     Atimatwof  the 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  liat  of  balances  due  the 
United  States  and  imaettled  ibr  more  than  three  years  prior 
to  Joly  1,  18G9,  and  also  lirt  dne  for  more  than  one  year 
prior  to  nine  date.     Statement  of  the..... 

Contingent  eipeoses  of  the  Department  of  State  and  of  foreign  In- 
tercnnrse  during  the  year  1859.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the .... 

Contingent  ezpeniea  of  the  Interior  Department  daring  the  year 
1859.  Letter  of  the  Serretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the 

CoDtlDgent  expenses  of  the  Navy  Department  for  the  year  1859. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  tmaamittlng  a  state- 
ment of  the 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  year  1859. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittlDg  a 
statement  of  the... .... ....... 

Contingent  expense*  of  the  War  Dqiartment  fbr  the  year  1869. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  statemeot  of 
the 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  military  esEablishment  during  the  year 
18S9.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
meut  of  the .. 

Cmtingent  eipenaea  of  the  Pout  Office  Department  daring  the  year 
ending  June  SO,  1859.  Letter  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the 1 

Contracts  made  ander  the  authority  of  (he  War  Department  daring 
the  year  1869.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Wat,  trausmlt- 
tJng  stalementi  of  the 
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CoDtmcts  made  by  tbe  pMtmuter  Oenend  with  seven!  parties  for 
wrapi^ng  P<^r,  twiae,  &c.  Letter  from  the  Poslmaiter 
OeDeral.  traDBmlttlug  copies  of . . 

CODtradora  for  carrying  the  malls  during  the  year  ending  Jnne  3D. 
1B69.     Statement  of  the  additional  allowances  mode  to  tbe 

Contractors  for  carrying  the  m^ls  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1859.  Statement  of  the  curtailment  of  the  mail  terrine 
aod  p«yor  the.. 

Coat*  Bica  during  the  year  ending  Beptember  30,  I8&9.  Blate- 
meotaof  tbe  commerctai  relations  with 

Court  of  Claims.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in 
regaid  to  the  expenses  of .^ 

Court  of  Claims      A  statement  In  regard  to  the  eipensea  of 

Court  of  Claims  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1S61.   Ertimate* 

CoTode  committee.     Hcmage  of  the  President  of  the  United  SUtea, 

further  pioteetlng  ngainst  the  proceedings  of  the . 

Cnba  dnriog  the  year  ending  September  30,  1B59.     Btatementa  of 

the  commerdal  relatioos  with . 

Cnlja.     Ueeaage  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  in  regard  to 

the  Imprisonment  of  an  American  citii^n  In  the  Island  of 

Cnstom-house  and  post  office.     Relative  to  the  amount  doe  for 

completion,  fitUng  up.  and  furnishing  the  St.  Louis 

Customs  at  Hilwaukie.     In  reference  to  the  removal  of  Uotrlti 

Shoellto,  late  collector  of  the..... ■... 

D. 

Defi^catloDB  by  tbe  oollectois  of  customs  <d  IlllQois.  Letter  of  Qie 
Secretary  of  the  lYeaeury,  iu  reply  to  a  tesolutioD  whether 
there  be  any .... 

Defalcations  of  tbe  late  postmaster  at  Hew  York.    In  reference  to 


De  Qroot.     Id  reference  to  the  Interest  of  W.  H . 

UeDmark,  daring  the  year  ending  September  SO,  ISSfl.     Statements 

of  tbe  commerdal  relations  with 

IHstrict  of  Colombia.     On  the  sobject  of  reorganising  tbe  militia  of 


DistrictofColnmbiafor  the  year  ending  June  30,  1881. 

for  approprlatioiu  for  tbe  support  of  tbe  penitentiary  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1809 

Statements  of  tbe  oommerdal  relations  with  tlie . 


Engineers  for  the  Sfrrice  of  the  army  during  tbe  year  ending  June 
SO,  1861.     Estimates  of  the  coloni-1  of 

Estimates  fi>r  appioprlaiioD  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ISGl. 
Btateineut  of  the , 

Estimates  for  apprapriatlons  for  per  diem  and  mileage  of  Senators, 
and  for  tbe  support  of  the  oCHce  of  tbe  Secietary  of  tbe  Sea- 
ate,  for  the  &i(Ch1  year  ending  June  HO,  1861 

Estitnates  for  approprintions  for  per  diem  and  mileage  of  members, 
and  for  Ihe  support  of  the  offlM  of  tbe  Cleik  of  tbe  House 
of  Ri^prest'Dlallves,  for  the  fi^cttl  year  ending  June  3U,  1861. 

Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  sup|Kirt  of  the  library  of  Con- 
gress for  tbe  Qscal  year  ending  June  30,  I8SI 

Estimates  for  appropriations  for  tbe  eupport  of  tbe  oflloe  of  tbe  8n. 
peiintendent  of  Public  Printing,  and  fur  papvr  required  for 
the  same,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1B6I ... 


Tol.    Pin    Oh      Pii«. 


J,  Google 


•  for  approprifttloiii  foi  the  Bapport  of  the  Court  of  ClBimi 

dDTiog  Uie  year  uidlDg  JnDB  30,  1881 

EoUmstee  for  appropriatiOQB  for  the  support  of  the  executive  duilog 
the  jesr  eocUnti  June  30,  1S61 

EitimateB  for  Bppropriktiooa  for  the  Huppoit  of  the  Department  of 
Btate  during  the  fear  eudtng  June  30,  ISGl 

KtUouitee  for  approprintioaa  for  the  sapport  of  the  Trauory  D»- 
pttrtmeDt  daring  the  jear  ending  Jane  30,  IgSl ........... 

EctliiMtei  for  ftpproprlatioiu  for  the  support  of  the  Deputmeut  of 

the  Interior  for  the  year  ending  June  30.  ISfil .. ..... 

i*tes  for  ^proprlationi  for  the  support  of  the  War  Department 

during  the  year  mdlng  June  SO,  1861 

lates  for  approprlaUons  fur  the  lupport  of  the  KaTy  Department 
daring  the  year  ending  Jaue  3n,  1861 

Qdimatea  for  approprtatioiu  for  the  auppnrt  of  the  Foat  Office  De- 
putment  daring  the  fear  eoditi»{  Jane  30,  1B61 

£ttlmal«a  for  appToprlatloni  for  the  aapport  of  the  mint  of  the  United 
tilatea  aod  brancbet,  and  for  the  a««y  ofEoe  In  New  York, 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861 .. ....... 

Eltinwtee  for  approprlationi  for  the  snpport  of  tha  goremmenta  in 
the  Territorica  daring  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1861 

IkUmatea  for  appropriatiooa  for  the  support  of  the  judidary  daring 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1861 

Kitlmatcs  for  appropriations  for  the  sapport  of  (he  government  In- 
terooulM  witii  foreign  nations  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  SO, 
1861 

Eitimatea  for  appropriation*  for  the  mpport  of  aanoitles  and  grante 
during  the  yettr  ending  Jane  30,  1B61 

firtlmates  for  approprlatlone  for  the  support  of  the  Independent 
treuory  daring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861 

Eetlmatea  for  approprlationi  for  the  support  of  the  CoBttSnrre;  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1861 

Eatimales  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  light-hooM  eata- 
hliehment  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861 ... 

Kattmatiw  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  public  huildlnga 
and  grounds  during  the  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1861.. 

Eatimatca  for  approprlationi  for  ezpeniea  In  surveying  the  public 
luidi  for  the  year  endiug  June  30,  1S61 

Ectlmatea  for  i^ipropriatioDt  for  the  support  of  the  ^tent  Office  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  1861 . 

EfUmatw  for  appraprlatjons  for  the  support  of  the  government  hca- 
pltal  for  the  Iniane  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1861 

Bsdmatcii  for  appropriations  for  the  enf^tort  of  the  eiidorlng  expe- 
ditione  lioring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861 

Edimates  for  nppropriatfoni  required  to  meet  espenae«  of  oollecUng 
the  revenue  from  the  salES  of  the  public  landa  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1861.     Statement  of  tha 

Eatlmate  fur  appropriation!  for  the  support  of  the  penitentiary  In 
the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861.. 

EMmatea  for  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  peusfon*  during  the 
year  ending  Jane  30,  1861 

Eitiinatee  for  appropriations  for  the  sapport  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  SO,  I8G1 

Mlmatea  for  apprtqiriatlons  fur  the  sapport  of  the  aimj  dnring  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1861 . . 

Brtimalea  for  q)pr(9rlationi  for  the  support  of  armoiiea,  anenals. 
and  for  the  purchase  of  monitions  of  war  for  the  year  ending 
Jane  30,  1861 

ItiHmstfis  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  MIIItai7  Acad*- 

my  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1861 . . ... 

XMlmat^  for  appnqiriatlons  for  the  repairs,  preservation,  and  oon- 
struction  of  fortifications  dnring  the  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1661 


Jogif 


Eatlm«tcs  for  appropriatloo*  for  the  inpport  of  the  Utj  daring  the 
fear  ending  June  30,  18B1  .. 

Ettlmatee  for  approprtaHona  for  the  rapport  of  the  Pafmaeter  Oene- 
lal'a  depnrtCDeDt  of  the  annj  fOr  the  7eBr  ending  June  30, 
1861.     tJUtemeotof  the 

BWmatet  for  appTopriatlons  for  the  mipport  of  the  Qiutrtennuter 
GeDenire  department  of  the  amy  for  the  fear  ending  June 
30,  1B6I.     Etatement  of  the 

Bbtimatea  for  approprUtioni  for  the  tupport  of  the  Surgeon  Qene- 
thI'b  department  of  the  amiT  for  the  Tear  ending  Jane  3D, 
1861.     Statement  of  the 

Betlmatca  for  appropriationi  for  the  mpport  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment of  the  army  for  the  jear  ending  June  SO,  IBSl. 
Statement  of  the 

BiUmatee  for  appropriationi  for  the  rapport  of  the  Boglneer  de 
paitment  of  the  arm;  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  ISfll. 
Statemeotof  the 

Ectlmatee  for  appropriatlona  for  the  mpport  of  the  Adjutant  Oene- 
iml'i  department  of  the  arm;  dnring  the  year  ending  Jane 
30,  18BI 

XkUmatee  for  ^tprapriationa  for  the  gnpport  of  the  Bureau  of  Tarda 
and  DoclEa  of  the  navj  daring  the  jaar  ending  June  30, 
1861.     Statement  of  the 

Batlmatee  for  appropriaUona  for  the  rapport  of  the  Baicaa  of  Ord- 
nance and  Hjdrograpbr  of  the  navf  for  the  year  endiog 
June  30,  IS61.     statement  of  the 

Eatimates  for  approprtatioDB  Ibr  the  enpport  of  the  Borean  of  Cod- 
■tmction.  Equipment,  and  Kepairs  of  the  Dav;  for  the  year 
en<Ung  June  SO,  18S1.    Statement  of  the 

Eatimatea  for  amiroprlatione  tor  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of  Pro- 
viaiona  and  Clothing  of  the  navj  for  the  jNkr  ending  Jnne 
30,  1861.     Statement  of  the 

Eatimatea  for  appropriatlona  for  the  aupport  of  the  Bureau  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery  of  the  narj  for  the  jear  ending  June  30, 
ISSl.     Statement  of  the 

XUhnatea  tor  ^>propriBtlona  for  the  aupport  of  the  Pajmaater'B  de- 
partment of  the  marine  ootpa  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1861.     Statement  of  the 

Eatimates  for  appropriatlona  for  the  rapport  of  the  Qnartermaater'a 
department  of  the  nnilne  corpa  for  the  year  ending  June  90, 
1861.     SUtementof  the 

Ertlmatea  for  appropriatlona  to  meet  the  expenaea  of  collecting  the 
revenne  from  the  Kie  of  the  public  land*  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1861.     Statement  of  the 

Eltlmatcs  for  appropriatlonB  required  for  aurveylng  the  public  la 
for  the  yearendlog  June  30,  1861.     Statement  of  the.. 

Bfltimatee  for  appropriatlona  required  for  taking  the  eighth  cei 
for  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1861.     Stalementof  the.. 

Brtlmate*  for  appropriationa  required  for  the  rapport  of  the  Intent 
Offioefortheyearendlng  June  30,  1861.    Statement  of  the. 

Ehtimatea  for  appropriatloria  for  public  bnlldlnga,  grouoda,  Ac.,  for 
the  year  ending  June  SO,  1861.     Statement  of  the ..,. 

KrMmce  taken  by  the  board  of  nary  offioere  for  InTcstigatlng  the 
Ocmdition  of  the  navy  yarda ... 

Bxpenditnrea  from  approprlaUona  made  daring  the  S4th  and  3fith 
Coogrenee  in  Uie  diapoMl  of  private  land  clalmi  In  Catifor- 
ula.     Statement  of  the 

Bipmditnree  of  the  national  armoriea,  Ac.,  for  the  year  IBftS.  Let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  War,  tianandtting  a  atatement  of  the 

Bspendlturea  of  the  E^Temment  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1S69. 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory,  tnuumltUng  a  atate- 
ment of  the  reoeipti  Mid.................... .. 
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and  mannfoctare  of  foreEgn  oonntrieg,  daring  the  jnr  end- 

IipoTta  uf  good!,  warea.  and  merchandiie,  of  the  groirth,  prodace, 
diitrict,  during  the  jeaz  ending  Jane  SO,  18SB,     Statement 

fapotti  trf  good*,  ware*,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce, 
dMrict,  dnrfng  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.     Statement 
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Fee*  on  permita  to  htnd  the  baggage  of  pateeagerB  at  the  port  of 

nich.  United  Statea  dirtrict  atlomer  of  the  northern  dirtrlrt  of  nii- 

ItedgD  Intereonrae  for  the  year  1859.     Letter  of  the  Secretory  of 

Fkasoe  on  oonimeice  and  free  trude.     Heenge  of  the  Preddent  of 
the  United  SWte*.  traaraiitting  letter  of  the  Emperor  of 

Q. 

B. 

Hbdm  Towna  during  the  year  ending  Septemher  30,  ISBS      SUto- 

H^ti  daring  the  year  ending  Septemher  50,  ISfiS.     Statements  of 

HMbor  improTemente  for  the  northtrn  and  northwertera  lakea. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  In  regard  to  annoal  report  of 

Bwlen  river.     At  to  the  practi(»bttlty  of  making  navigable  the... 

Google 


Hebrew  ^nnuinn.  BeUtive  to  dlKrlniJiuitjoD  in  Switnrlaiid 
■gainst  nitinOB  of  the  UDlt«d  BUtw  of  the 

HoIUdiI  during  the  year  andiag  September  90,  1BS9.  Statemente 
□f  the  commerctal  leUJdoiu  wltb  .... ........... 

r. 

Importt  of  good*,  nana,  and  merchandise,  of  the  groirtb,  prodocv, 
and  mannfactnre  of  forei^  ooDDtriei,  during  the  jear  end- 
ing June,  30.  185B.     StatemeDtof  ths 

Imports  of  goodi.  warei.  and  meichandlBe.  of  the  growth,  produce, 
and  manalacture  of  fordgn  cohatriM,  Into  each  collection 
district,  during  the  year  eodiog  June  30,  1969.  Btatement 
of  the 

Indian  hoatilltlet  in  Oregon  tad  WMbiagtanTerritoriea.  Beportof 
the  lliird  Auditor  of  the  Treacnry  on  the  subject  of  claims 
growing  out  of .. . 

Indian  reeerTe  In  Kaniai  Territory  foi  New  York  Indiutt.  Letter 
of  the  Secretarj  of  the  Interior  In  regard  to.. 

Indian  Affdn,  tranamltting  eeUmate«.  ftc. ,  for  negotiating  beatle* 
with  certain  Indian  tritiee  of  the  plains  and  in  Minnesota. 
Letter  from  the  Uommlsaloner  of 

Indian  d^partmeDt  and  fnlBIIIng  treaties  with  varioni  Indian  Iribee 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  18S1.  Estimateefbr  the 
current  and  contingent  eipenses  of  the 

Insane  in  the  District  of  Columbia  during  the  fear  ending  June  30, 
18BI.  Estimates  for  approprlaUona  for  the  rapport  of  the 
hospital  for  the .. 

Interior  during  the  jear  ending  June  30,  IBSl.  Estimate  for  ^- 
propriatlons  for  the  rapport  of  the  Department  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  atatemuDt  of  the  baiaaces  of  appropriatlDDs 
standing  to  the  Credit  of  the  Interim  Department.  Letter 
of  the  9ecret»[7  of  the - 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expense*  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  during  the  fear  ending  June 
30,   18S9.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  list  of  clerlis  and  other  penoDs  emplnjed 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  and  their  oompensition, 
for  the  year  I8iS9.     Letter  of  the  SecretAr;  of  the .... 

Interior,  transmitUng  copie*  of  docameot*  in  regard  to  nineteen 
private  land  cl^mi  la  New  Mexico.  Letter  of  the  Becretary 
of  the 

Interior,  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honie  calling  for  the  re- 
port of  the  art  ooramlnlouere.     Letter  of  ths  Secretary  of 


Interior,  transmitting  a  oopy  of  the  report  of  the  ConmMoner  of 
Indian  Affair*  in  regard  to  New  York  Indian  teaetve  in  Kan- 
sas Territory.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitUng  oorrespondence  relatlre  to  charge*  preferred 
against  A.  D  Boneateel,  United  States  agent  for  the  Me- 
nomonee  Indians.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the ... 

Interior,  transmitting  Information  in  relation  to  the  aoconnta  of 
Uharles  N.  Floe.  eeq. ,  lale  United  State*  marshal,  and  Henry 
S.  Fitch,  esq..  United  State*  dUtrlct  attorney  of  the  north- 
em  district  of  Illlnoli.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the... 

lutnior,  Rabmltting  eatlmatea  for  certain  expense*  of  district  land 
offioea      Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the ... 

Interior,  tranamltttng  a  statement  showing  what  amount  is  due  the 
Choctaw  Indians.     l«tter  &om  the  Becretary  of  the 

Interior,  traumlttlng  a  itAtement  of  the  eipennes  of  the  Court  irf 
Claim*,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  goremmeot  case*  therein 


rinoe  Ito  ugulMticMi.    Lettor  bom  the  Sooretary  of  the  ... 


VbL  Pan  Doe. 


Interior,  tTumnUUDg  ■  atatemcDt  prepared  b^  the  Sfcretarj  of  the 
Treanai;  id  regard  to  the  expuDseB  of  the  Coart  of  Cl^nu 
Atxce  Its  orgnoistJoD.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  .. 

loTcetigatlun  in  reierence  to  abows  in  certAln  navy  jarda.  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  irantmittfng  geaeraJ  report  of 
the  board  of 

iDTettlKatiDfc  the  condition  uf  the  navy  yarda.  Evidence  taken  by 
the  board  of  navy  oflieerg  for . ... 

Ires  opon  the  eipioratioii  of  the  riTer  Colorado  of  the  Weat.  B»- 
port  of  Lientenant  J.  U ...... . . 


Japwi  daring  the  year  ending  Septetnbet  90,  1859.  Statemeota  of 
the  commcrcdal  relatjoni  with ... .......... 

L. 

lAnd  claims  In  New  Mexico ... ........ 

iMoi  ofhcee.  Letter  of  the  Recrctary  of  the  Interior,  saliinlttlDg 
«i>timateH  for  certain  cipeosea  of  dUtrict 

I^nd  claima  to  tlie  State  of  Califoruia.  Slatement  of  the  expendi- 
tnre*  from  npproprintionB  made  during  the  34th  arid  SSth 
tkmgreaKi  in  the  dl«powl  of  private 

lAod  Office,  tranisiitliog  t^tlmntei  for  appropriations  daring  the 
year  ending  Jnoe  30,  18G1.  Letter  from  the  ConmtadoDet 
of  the  Qenentl . ......... . 

FaperB  aecoaipmsing  IMt  abept. 

EiUmatee  of  appropriations  reqnlred  for  salariea  and  contin- 
gent eipenMs  of  the  office .... 

Ektimatea  to  meet  expenaes  of  collecting  reTenne  from  tha 
nlea  of  the  public  lands . 

Appropriations  for  surreytng  depa^ment 

AppropriaUooB  of  the  two,  three,  and  6ve  per  cent,  to 

States  therein  natntd ... 

Light-house  eatabliahment  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861. 

Uma tee  for  appropriations  for  tbesopport  of ...... 


Ifanchac  Fsm,  on  Hlsdnlppl  rivet.  InformatloD  la  r^wd  to  ob- 
■tmctions  in 

)fail  contractors  for  failure  to  deliver  the  mails  for  the  year  II 
Statement  of  the  fines  and  dtductlons  from  the  pay  of... 

Hail  lerTiL-e  dnring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1869.  Statement  of 
tlie  curtailment  of  the .- 

Ihill  between  the  Atlantic  and  FadGc  ports.  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stet^  in  ruforence  to  the  tiuupor- 
tationof  the 

Mail*  made  daring  the  year  ending  June  30,  lass.  Letter  of  the 
Poalmaater  General,  transmlttlcg  a  stateqicnt  of  the  offert 
and  contracts  for  carrying  the 

Malia  established  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  lSb».  State- 
ment of  the  land  and  water 

Hail  ooDtractore  dnring  the  year  coding  June  30,  18S9.  Statement 
of  the  curtailment  of  (he  mail  service  and  pay  of  the.. 

Marine  corps  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1834.  Statement  of 
Ihapay  and  emoiomenla  of  ofUcers  of  the ........ 
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HailD«corpi  for  tbe  year  ending  June  30,  1861.     Estimates  lot 

Hedlcino  aud  Surgury  of  the  Davy  during  tbe  year  ending  Jddb  30, 
1861.     EBUmatea  for  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  tbe 

Uoxiea.     Menage  of  the  Prasident  of  the  United  RtalM  ralatiTe  to 

Uilltia  of  the  United  Stateg  for  tbe  year  1859.     Abgtract  of  the 
Umtla  of  the  DUtrict  of  Columbia.     Keport  of  anny  and  militia 

UiuunoU.     Memage  of  the  Prealdent  of  the  United  Statee  lo  re- 

Uint  of  the  Unlled  States,  bmncbei}.  and,  assay  office,  during  tho 
year  ruding  June  30,  1861.     EntJmales  for  appropiUUoni 

N. 
NanUca)  Umnuc  for  the  yeu  ending  June  30,  1S61.    Ertinutea 

Naval  Academy  during  tbe  year  ending  June  30,  1861.     EstiDute* 

NavigaUon.— (&<  Ommtm  ond  Navigalim  ) 

NftTy  Department  daring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861.     Bstl- 

Kavy  Department  foT  tbe  year  18a9.     Letter  of  the  Secre- 

rectcd  some  time  during  the  yrar  1859  to  inquire  Into  the 

abusei  of  the  navy  yards.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  .. 

Navy,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  pay  and  aliowancet  of  the 

officeivof  the  navy  and  marine  corps  during  the  year  ending 

Navy,  tranamitting  copiet  of  the  Navy  Begiiter  for  IBGO.     Letter 
of  the  flectetary  of  the 

C 

TdI.    P>n   Doe.    Ftf*. 


Nnvf,  tranimltting  u>  kbttnct  of  offen  fur  farnlBMog  tavai  fup- 
plira  coming  under  the  n^innco  of  the  Buretiu  of  Taida 
mild  Dock*  for  the  year  ending  Jnae  30,  18S0.  Letter  from 
the  Secietary  of  the 

NftTj,  tniDsmlttiDg  a  copy  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the  board  of. 
a^yy  officers  for  inTeatlgatlTig  the  condiUoD  of  the  navy 
yaida.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

New  Qiwuda  daring  the  year  ending  beptemlwr  SO,  18M.  BUt»- 
menti  of  the  commercial  relaUODi  with 

New  Mexkx)  private  Iiuid  cUimt.   Letter  of  the  Hecretary  of  the  Ii 
terior,  ttansmittiog  copied  of  docnment*  In  regard  to 

New  Kexico.    E»t1miite>  for  completing  public  bnlldingi  in 

Kew  York  pent  office.     A  (tatemeot  of  the  nomber  of  peraon*  er 
ployed  in  delivering  and  coIlecUng  tetteti  during  the  year 
1859  in  connexion  with  the 

Kew  Orleans  poet  office  Letter  from  the  Acting  Poetmatter  Qeae- 
ral,  asking  appropriation  for  completing  and  fumJibiag 
rooms  in  the  custom-hoiiM  at  New  Orleans  for  the  ate  of 


Ibe.. 


New  Uexico.     l-'oncemlnK  Indian  hosUlltlee  in  the  Territory  of.. 
New  York.     Belative  to  oollectlog  fee*  on  permite  to  land  baggage 

of  pa«engenat  the  port  of 

New  Orleans  poet  otBoe.     Fottmatter  aenarsl,traiuimltting  oc, 

of  lettera  relating  to  the  finishing  of  rooBiB  In  the  cnit^- 

hoDie  for —  .,..■ 

NlcuaKOH  daring  the  year  ending  Beptemlier  30,   1899.     6l«te- 

menlt  of  the  commercial  relations  with  .............. 


Ordnance  for  the  service  of  the  am;  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  leSl.    KAlmatee  of  the  oolonel  of 

Ordnance  and  Hydrography  of  the  navy  during  the  year  ending 
Jnne  30,  IBfll.  Eatlmatee  for  approprlatioDa  for  the  sap- 
port  of  the  Bureau  of 

Oregon.  Offidal  correspondence  of  G-eueral  William  8.  Harney  re- 
lating to  affUn  in  the  department  of .... 

Oregon.  Copies  of  correspondence  with  Qeneral  Haraejr  In  reference 
to  hii  administration  in ...... .. . 


aspIotBtlon  of  K 


PKllIe  lallroad.    Goreraor  L  I.  Blerena  tax  the  e 

uorthem  route  for  a .... 

Phnguaj  during  the  year  eniUng  September  30,  ISSS.   Stateipenb 

of  the  commerciaJ  relations  with 

pMWDgera  arriving  in  the  Dnited  States  by  sea  during  the  year 

1859.   Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  r 

ment  of  the  number  of....- 

Aiagnay,  republic  oC    Convention  between  the  UniEed  BtAtee  and 

the 

Patenta,  transmitting  the  report  upon  meteorological  obeerratlona. 

Letter  from  the  CommisBloner  of , 

Paaeogen  at  the  port  of  New  York,     Relative  to  the  pracUoe 

collecting  fees  on  permlla  to  laud  the  baggage  of 

Faymaater  of  the  marine  corps  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1861.     EAlmatee  of  the 

Penitentiary  in  the  Diitrlct  of  Colaabia  for  the  year  ending  Jnne 

30,  1861.     Eetimatee  for  cpproprlationa  for  the  support  of... 
Fendons  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861.    Estimatei  for  the 

^tpropriatlMM  for  the  paymenta  of. .  ..   

Pm  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  18S9.     Statemeota  of 

the  commercial  lelAtlinis  with.... 
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PoTtngBl  during  tbe  ye&r  endiog  September  !iD,  18S9.     titatcmenta 

PonMflc»l  Stotos  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1869.  btftte- 

Post  Office  Depoitment  for  the  yenr  ending  June  30,  ISSO.     Et.U- 

rott  Omce  Department  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  SO,  1861.    EsU- 

Post  Office  Department  far  the  yean  ending  Juhe  3D,   lS58-'69 

ter  of  the  Postmaeter  General,  tiauBmitCiilg  ft  Btstement  of 

Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  ISG  I.    Esti- 

FoHl  Office  Department  for  the  titcai  year  ending  Jnce  30, 

Poetnuuter  Qeoetal,  troDRmittiDg  Mtimatea  fur  the  wivlce  of  tbe 

upon,  and   dednctiong   from,  the   pay  of  mall  contractors. 

Pottmaster  Qeeeial,  truumitting  a  statement  sboirlng  tbe  natnbet 
of  penoos  employed  in  dcliveriDg  and  collecting  letteis  in 
connexion  with  the  post  oIBob  in  the  city  of  New  York  for 
the  yew  fudiog  June  30,  13S9,  wltb  the  unount  paid  to 

Pottmuter  General,  atkiog  an  appropriation  for  complettng  and 

flniahlng  of  roonu  In  the  cnitom-house  at  New  Orleans  de- 

Poatmaster  General,  tranamltting  a  statement  of  the  offers  for  car- 
vice  and  pay  ordered  daring  the  Tear  ending  Jane  30,  ISfiS. 

pMtmwter  General,  trsnnnltting  a  report  In  referenoa  to  the  detsl- 

the  cleiki  and  other  penons  employed  In  tbe  Post  Office 
Department  daring  the  year  ending  December  31,   1859. 

Pnddeot  of  the  United  Btates,  ttaasmltUng  a  letter  of  tbe  Em- 
peror ot  Fiance  on  the  nbject  of  commerce  and  free  trade. 

Prorident  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  conven- 
tion between  tbe  United  tjtatea  and  tbe  republic  of  Fkra. 
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eoce  to  the  ImprJKianient  of  an  Amerion  dtlwD  id  the 

the  expnkioD  of  American  citixena  from  Mexico.    Message 

to  the  duties  on  tobacco  in  foreign  coaotriGB.     Mcbbbkg  of 

commercial  porposeg,  and  the  eipeoBe*  thereof.    Uenage  of 

Indian  hostjlitieg  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.     Mee< 

to  the  nnmber  of  ofSoen  and  men  Id  the  serrlce  of  the 
United  Btatca  belonging  to  the  African  aquadion  irho  have 

Pnaident  of  the  Dnlted  Btatee.  in  answer  to  a  reBoluHon  ot  the 
Hoiue  calllog  tor  information  in  relation  to  the  existence  of 

Pieddent  of  the  United  Statea,  tiaDBmltting  Information  relative  to 

ence  relative  to  the  condition  of  affUn  in  the  Territory  of 

U*e  lo  the  capture  of  the  ilaver  '■  William,"  near  the  Isle 
of  Pine^  with  five  hundred  and  flftj  African  negroea  on 

Freddent  of  the  United  »atei,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  ex- 
pendltDtet  Irom  appropriations  made  during  the  34tb  and 

the  mails  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  porta.     Message 

Preddeut  of  Uie  United  Statea,  in  explanation  of  his  approval  of 

ceedlngsof  the  Covode  committee.    Measageof  the 

ProvWoa*  and  Clothing  of  the  navy  during  the  year  ending  June 

PnHda  during  the  yeftr  ending  September  SO,  ISGS.     Statements 

Fnblic  stores  in  the  city  of  New  York.     In  referenos  to  »  contract 
for  the  peifbrmooce  of  certain  labor  at  the 

CiOo^lc 


Pablkt  landi  dDiing  the  jbkt  ending  June  30,  1B61.  Eatlnutn  re- 
qntred  to  meet  ezpenies  of  collecting  the  leveDDe  fiom  the 
nle  of  the .... . 

Fnblie  PrtntiDg.  Eatimatea  of  KppropriaUoni  for  office  of  EopetiD- 
tendeat  of  the . 


QoAttermMter  general  for  the  ierrioe  of  the  Arm;  dnrlDg  the  yev 
ending  June  30,  1861.     EitimateB  of  tbe 

QuBitermuter  of  the  marine  corpe  dining  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1861.     Estimate* of  the 


RedpTOcIt;  trekty  with  Canada.  Report  of  Israel  T.  Hittch  and 
John  W.  Taylor  in  regnnl  to  the  operattooBof  the .... 

Buada  during  the  year  ending  Beplember  30,  1859.  Btat«meDta  of 
the  commerci&l  relatlona  with .......... 


Baxonj  durlDg  the  year  ending  September  30,  1869.  Statementa 
of  the  rommercial  relationa  with ....... 

Sardinia  daring  the  year  ending  September  30,  1S59.  SUtemcDta 
of  the  commercial  relations  with . 

Bondiflch  IslnndB  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  18S9. 
Statement!  of  tbe  commercial  relations  with  the. 

San  Juan.     A  report  relative  to  the  oocnpatlon  of  the  lalaod  of  .... 

Sea  Joan  toland.  Secretary  of  War  calling  attention  toau  eiror  In 
tbe  print  of  execntive  docnmeiit  No.  66,  relating  to  difGcnl- 
tieson  the . . 

Boaanen  rc^ttered  in  the  teverol  porta  of  the  United  States  darioB 
the  year  ending  September  SO,  1859.  Letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  trangmitting  an  abatract  of  Uie  retanu  of 
American  . .. .. 

SioeSar,  late  collector  of  customs  at  Hllwankie.  In  referenoe  to 
the  removal  of ..... 

Kom  during  the  year  ending  September  SO,  18SS.  Statementa  <^ 
the  oommerciol  relations  with ..... 

Slaver  William.     RelaUve  to  tbe  c^itore  of  the 

Spain  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  18GB.  Statementa  of 
the  commercial  relations  with . 

State,  ttwumlttlng  a  list  of  clerks  end  othen  employed  in  the 
State  Department.     Letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  on  abstract  of  the  returns  of  American  seamen 
registered  In  the  several  porta  of  the  United  States  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1869.     Jjetter  of  the  Secre- 

State,  tranimltting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  tbe 
State  Department  and  foreign  interooBrse  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1GS9.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  commercial  relations  of  tbe 
[Jnited  Slates  with  foreign  nations  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1869.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of. 

State,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  number  of  passengen 
arriving  in  tbe  United  States  t^  sea  during  the  year  ISfiS. 
Letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of 

State,  tranamltUng  a  report  relative  to  Uie  occupation  of  tlie  Island 
of  Ban  Juan.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of............... 
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Slereiu  on  the  esploratloa  of  th«  aortheiD  route  for  ft  Paoldo  xaU- 
road.     Bepott  of  QoTenioT  I.  I... . .............. 

St.  lionu  custom -houBe  and  post  office.  Id  rel&tion  to  the  comple' 
tion,  fitting  np,  &nd  famiitiing  the 

SaperlntcDdmt  of  Public  Printing.     iSatunata  of  appioprlatiol 

the  lupport  of  the  office,  And  for  paper  raqnired  during  the 
;ecr  ending  Jone  30,  1B61,  by  the 

BoTgeoa  General  for  the  Mrrice  of  the  ftrmj'  dnring  the  jtiu  end- 
ing Jane  30,  1861.     EttimatMof  the 

Snrre;  of  the  coMt  of  the  United  SCatw  during  the  jear  eoding 
Jane  30,  1861.  Eetimates  for  appropriatioiw  fut  the  con- 
tinnalion  of  the ......... .. 

Bnrrey  of  the  public  landa  dnring  the  year  ending  Jan«  30,  ISfll. 
Eatlmatci  for  appropriation!  Car  the .... .. 

Eweden  and  Norway  dining  the  year  ending  September  30,  1859, 
StalcmentB  of  the  commerdal  relatione  with 

Switierland  daring  the  year  ending  September  30,  1SG9.  Gtato- 
meutaof  the  com meiciHl  relation!  with .... 

SwitKrland.  Belative  to  dl»crlminatioD«  agalnct  dtiMDS  of  the 
United  Bute*  of  tbe  Hebrew  pi 


TerrltoriM  dniing  the  ymr  ending  June  30,  18B1.  Estimate!  far 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  govemmenta  In  the 

Telia  frontier.    In  relation  to  the  troubles  on  the . 

Tobacco  in  foreign  countries.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  In  regard  to  tbe  dutlee  on 

Tonnage  and  crews  of  American  and  fureJgn  vessel!  which  oleared 
from  the  United  States  for  tbielgn  countries  during  tbs  year 
ending  Jnoe  SO,  1869.     StateoieQtof  (he 

Tonnage  and  crews  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  entered 
into  the  United  Stales  from  foreign  countries  daring  the 
year  ending  Jons  30,  IHAC.     titatemuntof  the 

Toniwige  and  crews  of  the  American  and  furuign  vessels  which'] 
cleared  from  eat^  district  of  the  United  States  for  foreign  I 
countries  dnring  the  year  tending  Jane  SO,  18&9.  State-  f 
ment  of  the J 

Tmnage  and  crews  of  American  and  foreign  tbhuIm  which  antered  ) 
each  district  of  the  United  States  from  foreign  countries  }■ 
daring  the  year  endiog  June  30,  18S9.     Statement  of  the  ) 

Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  on  June  30, 
ia&}.     SUtftmentof  the 

Tonnage  of  tbe  United  States,  Bbowing  the  toont^e  employed  in 
the  whale  Qshery,  also  the  pioportioD  of  the  eonilled  and 
licensed  tonnage  employed  in  the  ooastlog  trade,  cod  fishery, 
mackerel  fishery,  and  whale  fishery,  from  ISlfi  to  1SS9,  lo- 
closive.    Comparative  view  of  the  registered  and  enrolled  ..    j 

Trade  of  the  United  btates,  the  countries  of  production  and  ihip- 
ment,  with  the  value  of  the  articles  Imported,  during  the 
year  ending  Jnne  30,  IB69.     Statement  of  the  indirect 

Treasurer  of  tbe  United  States,  tnuamittlng  a  statement  of  the 
Bocoonis  of  the  government  for  the  year  ending  June  " 
1859,    Report  of  the 

"nnsnrer  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  the  Treasu- 
rer's accounts  of  the  recclpis  aod  diaburseoents  for  the  sor- 
Woe  of  the  Post  Office  Department  (or  the  years  ending  June 
SO,  IBSSand  18^9.     Letter  from  the 

Traamry  Department  during  tbe  year  ending  June  30,  I8G1.     1 
mates  for  appropriaUons  for  tbe  support  of  the..... 
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Treasnr;  duriog  the  jeu  ending  June  30,  1B61.  Ertimatei  for 
ftppTOprlntiooB  for  the  support  of  th«  iuclep«ndent 

TreasniT,  for  approprintlonB,  specific  and  indefinUe,  which  maj  be 

required  for  the  laxt  three  quarteri  of  the  flscal  year  cndiog 

•  June  30,  1860,  mnde  by  former  acta  of  CocgreBS.    Statement 

of  the  Eegiater  of  the 

IVeaBDty,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  fiscal 
jear  ending  June  30,  1861.     Erport  of  the  Beorelary  of  the. 

TreMorj,  tranimltting  list  of  balances  dne  the  United  Statea  for 
mora  than  three  years  prior  to  July  I,  1859,  and  also  lilt 
unsettled  for  more  than  one  year  prior  to  Jaly  1,  1SS9. 
}>tatement  of  Comptroller  of  the 

Tieaanry,  transmitting  atatetnent  of  the  names  nod  ealatlet  of  p«r- 
■one  employed  on  tba  Coast  Survey.  Letter  of  tbe  SecrctMy 
of  the 

'neaauiT,  traoimlttlng  etatcraent  of  the  lecetptt  and  eipenditnres 
of  the  ^oTemment  for  the  year  ending  Juno  30,  1S&9. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the ..... 

Treasury,  trsnimitting  a  list,  of  clerks  and  others  employed  In  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  their  compensation,  durin;  the 
year  1869.     Letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the 

Treamry,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
tbe  Treasury  Depertmetit  during  tbe  year  ending  Jaue  30, 
1859.     Letterof  the  Secretary  of  the 

IVeaanry,  traUgmltting  ansurttr  to  a  reaolntion  of  tbe  House  as  to 
whether  there  be  any  defalcations  by  tne  collectors  of  cns- 
toms  in  the  State  of  Illinois.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the.. 

Treaenry,  trBsanitting  a,  ilittenieQt  of  payments  for  miscellaneous 
claims.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  estimates  necessary  to  complete  the  capitol 
and  penitentiary  buildings  in  New  Mexieo.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  statement  of  tlie  condition  of  the  banks 
tliroughoat  the  United  States.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the 

Treasury,  tmnsmitting  Informalloo  rcUtire  to  what  ports  of  deliv- 
ery. If  ftoy,  have  been  discontinued.  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  memoir  and  charts  or  Mlraisslppl  sound, 
au  tbe  Mexican  Qnlf  coast.    Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe- 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  amonnt  that  has  been 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  for  books  ordered  to  be  published 
by  either  or  both  houses  of  the  33d  Congress,  ai  well  as  the 
amount  piid  for  books  for  the  new  members  of  said  Con- 
gress under  the  usual  resolntlons,  &c.,  tc.  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  Information  In  reference  to  a  contract  for 
the  performance  of  certain  Inbor  at  the  public  stores  in  the 
dty  of  New  York.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  Information  relative  to  the  practice  of  col- 
lecting fees  on  permits  to  land  the  baggage  of  passengers  at 
the  port  of  New  York,&c.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  . 

Treasury,  transmitting  Information  as  to  tbe  amount  due  for  the 
completion,  fitting  up,  and  furnishing  the  St.  Louis  custom- 
house and  post  oHice.     Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the 

l^asury,  transmitting  a  s'alement  of  the  state  of  the  Chickasaw 
trust  fund.     Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the . 

Treasury,  transmitting  statement  of  the  lliird  Auditor  In  regard 
to  the  contract  entered  into  between  W.  H.  Dcgge*  and  F. 
H.  Smith  and  Montgomery  C.  Heigs  for  and  in  behalf  of 
tbe  United  States,  with  certain  statements  of  transacUons 
under  It,  partlcnlarly  >n  reference  to  the  interest  of  W.  H. 
DeOroot.    Iiettet  from  the  Secretary  of  the......  .... 


IVwiiry,  trommittlDg  reporta  of  IbimI  T.  Hatch  and  Judm  W. 

T&7lor  in  regaid  to  the  opeiatiooa  of  the  redprocitj  tiMtj 

witb  Cuudik    LetteTof  the  Secntarr  of  the 

TrcMor;,  tmumitUng  an  ui«w«r  in  retLirence  to  the  ismoTal  of 

Uoniti  Sbosfier,  late  collector  of  the  eaitoms  at  HUwaDkie. 

Letter  of  the  Becmtary'  of  the . 

TnHnry,  tnumnltttlng  a  ttatemsat  of  the  conDurce  and  navlga- 

tion  of  the  United  Statei  dnilag  the  fear  ending  Jane  80, 

1859.     Beportof  the  Secretar?  of  the 

lYcatiea  with  certain  Indian  tribea  of  the  plains  and  in  Hloneeota. 

&>Umato«,  &c.,  for  n^oUating 

Tnutfond.    A  itiiteDient  of  the  elate  of  the  Chlckaiaw 

Tnikej  dnring  tha  jeai  ending  September  30,  1S5B.   Btatements  of 

the  oommeirial  lelatioiu  with .... 

Two  SicUleB  during  the  jt»x  ending  Bepttjinber  30,  I8S9.     BUte- 

mentoof  the  oommeidal  reUtloDs  with  the ..... 


UragDs;  daring  the  year  ending  September  30,  1SS9.    Statementu 

of  the  commercial  relatione  witb...... .... 

I'tah.     BelatlTe  to  the  condition  of  aflUrs  la  tbe  Tenitory  of..... 


V. 

Veneanela  dndng  the  yeai  ending  Beptember  30,  IBSt.  Statemeota 
of  the  commercial  relationH  with ........... 

Ve«aela,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  the 
United  States  for  foreign  coantrle*  dnrlng  the  jeai  ending 
June  30,  1669.  Btatement  of  the  number  of  Amerlcaa  and 
foreign .... 

Veesela,  with  thalr  tonnage  and  crewe,  which  entered  into  the 
United  States  from  foreign  amntrles  during  the  jeai  ending 
Jnna  30,  Ig&O.  Btatement  of  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign  .... 

Veaeele  which  entered  Into  and  cleared  from  the  United  Slates  for 
foreign  countries  dnrlDg  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1869. 
Statement  of  the  national  chatacter  of  the  foreign 

Veaaela  built,  and  the  tonnage  thereof,  in  eadi  State  and  Territory 
of  the  United  Statea,  dnring  the  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1SB9. 
Statement  of  thenomber  and  class  of 

TeMclB  built,  and  the  tonnage  thereof,  Id  the  several  States  and 
territories  of  the  United  States,  tmm  181S  to  1809  Inclusive. 
Statement  showing  the  number  and  cUm  of  . , 


Wagon  road  from  Fort  Smith  to  the  Colorado  tlver.  Beport  of 
Edward  F.  Beale,  relating  to  the  oonstmotioo  of  a .... 

Ww  Department  dnrlng  the  year  ending  Jnne  90,  ISSl.  Estimates 
for  tha  support  of . .. 

War,  tnnsmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  of  clerks  and  olfaer 
peninu  employed  in  the  War  Department  dnrlng  the  year 
18S9.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  tnnsmittlng  a  statement  of  appropriations  drawn  daring  the 
yean  1868-'G9,  and  balances  on  hand  June  30,  18G9,  and 
amount  of  lurplns  fund.    Letter  of  the  Socratary  of .. 

War,  trannnlttlDg  statements  showing  the  oantraots  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  War  Department  during  the  year  18&9. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
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War,  tnuumittiDK  *,  BUtament  o(  the  contlogeot  «ipantM  of  th« 
Wax  DepkTtineat  dariog  the  ;eM  miiag  Jane  3D,  1858. 
Letter  of  the  BeonUrjr  of — 

War,  traiumittiiig  a  itatemsot  of  the  expenditurei  for  the  oontln- 
gent  expenses  of  the  militarj'  establlihrnent,  Lottei  of  the 
Secretuy  of ............ . 

Wu,  tnosmitLlDg  a  statement  of  tha  ezpenna  of  the  natloiial 
armories,  kc  ,  for  tha  year  IBfiS.     Letter  of  the  SecretBif  of. 

War,  tmumitting  a  return  of  the  miUlla  of  the  Uolted  States, 
their  arms  and  aocoatremeals,  aad  ammimltloo,  for  the 
year  1850.     Letter  of  the  Secretair  of. 

War,  la  amwer  to  a  molatioa  of  the  Hotue.  requesting  the  cum- 
muDlcatlon  of  the  aODiial  report  of  Lleutenaiit  Colooel 
Jamea  D.  Onham,  on  the  harbor  fmproYementi  of  the 
northern  aad  northweatem  lakes.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  tnmimitUng  tranacrlpt  of  Armj  Beglttet  for  the  yeai  1869. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of .,.. -..-. 

War,  transmitting  the  report  of  Edward  F.  Beale,  relating  to  the 
oonstruction  of  a  wagon  road  from  Fort  Smith  to  the  Colorado 
river.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of. ........ .. 

War,  tnuumitUng  the  report  of  the  art  oommUdoner*.  Letter  of 
the  litecretary  of ■•-.... . ... 

War,  tnuiBmitUng  Information  In  relation  to  the  nature  of  tha 
obetmctloaa  In  Bayon  Manchac,  MisalHslppi  rirer.  Letter  of 
the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  the  official  oorreepondenoe  of  Brigadier  General 
William  8.  Harney,  relating  to  the  afbln  in  the  department 
of  Or^on.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of ..... 

War,  ttanatnltting  an  account  of  the  namber  of  officers,  non-com- 
minhwed  officers,  mnMciani,  priratea,  and  mannes,  who 
were  In  the  lervSoe  of  the  government  of  the  United  Statea 
dnrlng  the  war  with  Great  Britain  of  1812,  for  a  period  of 
■Ix  months  and  npwwdi.     Letterof  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  the  flutl  report  of  Ooreraor  I,  I.  Stevens,  of 
Washington  Territory,  on  the  exploration  of  the  notthem 
route  for  a  Pacific  railroad.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 1 

War,  tiansmltting  Information  in  relation  to  the  tronliles  on  the 

Texas  frontier.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of.... 1 

War,  oalllng  attention  to  an  onor  in  the  printing  of  Ex.  Doe  No.  SG 
of  the  present  senioD,  relating  to  Uie  diffionltlea  on  San  Joan 
bland.    Letterof  the  Secretary  of... . .......    1 

Wm,  tcMismltUog  a  report  of  army  and  militia  officers  on  the 
subject  of  reorganhdng  the  mlliUa  of  the  District  of 
Colnmbla.    Letterof  the  Secretary  of 1 

War,  tiansmitUng  oopiea  of  aorrespondeace  with  Oeneial  Eamey, 
not  herstofore  pnhlished,  in  reference  to  his  sdminlstration  in 
Oregon.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of . ] 

War,  transmitting  the  report  of  J.  C.  Ives,  topographical  engineers, 
npon  the  explorations  of  the  river  Colorado  of  the  West, 
with  accompanying  m^s.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of......    1 

Wnrtemberg  daring  the  year  ending  September  30,  1869.  State- 
ments of  the  commercial  relaUcHH  with................... 
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36iH  OoiMEBss,  )    HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES.     (  Ex.  Doc. 
lit  Seasion.     {  {  No.  10. 


INDIAN  DISBtTBSEMENTS. 


LETTER 


THE  SECOND   AUDITOR, 


AeeotaUa  of  penoM  charged  with  diaburaemeni  of  moneys,  goods,  tic. , 
for  benefit  of  tJi6  Indicms. 


Fkibdakt  10, 18G0-— LaM  npvm  the  labia,  uid  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TfiKAaUST  Depabihsnt, 
Second  Avdilor'a  Ojgioe,  F^nwtrp  2,  1860. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  all  accoiiats 
which  have  beeo  received  at  this  office  from  persons  charged  or  trusted 
with  the  disbaraemeat  or  application  of  moneys,  .goods,  or  effects  of 
any  kind,  for  the  benefit  of  toe  Indians,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1858, 
to  the  30th  of  June,  1869,  together  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  all 
persons  to  whom  moneys,  goods,  or  effects  have  been  delivered  within 
said  year,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indiana,  specifying  the  amount  and 
object  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  also  the  amount  accounted  for, 
and  the  balances,  under  each  specific  head  of  appropriation,  still  re- 
maining in  their  hands  ;  prepared  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress 
of  June  30,  I8S4,  entitled  "  Ad  act  for  the  organization  of  the  Depart- 
of  Indian  Affairs." 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  J.  D.  FULLER, 
Second  Auditor. 
Hod.  Williah  PsmnKoTOiT, 

Speaker  ofihe  Souae  of  BepreaattaUvea. 
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CLAIMS    OROWINO   OtJT    OF    INDIAN    HOSTILITIES   IN 
OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON  IN  1866  AND  1866. 


REPORT 

THE  THIRD  AUDITOR  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

d  PDUDABOB  or 

A  resoltUion  of  the  Souse  of  Sqtresentativea  pamed  February  8, 1868. 


FiBBiJAKi  10, 1660.— Baferrad  to  the  Committee  on  HilitorjAffidrs,  and  ordered  to  b«  printed. 


THIRTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION. 

OONaBESS  07  THE  UNITED   EITATEa. 

IiT  TUB  House  of  Bbprbskhtativbb, 

February  8,  1859. 

Resolved,  That  preliminary  to  the  final  settlement  and  adjnatmenC 
of  the  claims  of  the  citisens  of  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washing- 
ton for  expenses  incurred,  in  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  fifly- 
dre  and  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  in  repelling  Indian  hostilitieSr. 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  examins- 
the  Tonchers  and  papers  now  on  file  in  his  office,  and  make  a  report 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  the  first  Monday  in  Decembet 
next,  of  the  amount  respectively  due  to  each  company  and  individual! 
BQgi^Sod  in  said  service,  taking  the  following  rules  as  his  guide  in. 
ascertaining  the  amount  ao  due : 

Ist.  He  shall  recognise  no  company  or  individual  as  entitled  to  pay^ 
except  such  as  were  called  into  service  by  the  territorial  authorities  of 
Oregon  and  Washington,  or  suoh  whose  services  have  been  recognised 
and  accepted  by  the  said  authorities. 

2d.  He  shall  allow  to  the  volunteers  engaged  in  said  servisa  no- 
higher  pay  and  allowances  than  were  given  to  ofiicers  and  soldiers- of 
Sual  grade  at  that  period  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  including 
B  extra  pay  of  two  dollars  per  month  given  to  troops  serving  on  the 
Pacific  by  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two. 

3d.  No  person  either  in  the  military  or  in  the  civil  Bervioa,,^^^^^ 
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United  States,  or  of  said  Territories,  eball  be  paid  for  hie  aervices  id 
more  than  one  employment  or  capacity  for  the  same  period  of  time, 
and  all  Buch  double  or  triple  allowances  for  pay,  as  appears  in  said 
accouutH,  shall  be  rejected. 

4th.  That  in  auditing  the  claims  for  supplies,  transportation,  and 
other  services  incurred  for  the  maintenance  of  said  volunteers,  he  is 
directed  to  have  a  due  regard  to  the  number  of  said  troops,  to  their 
period  of  service,  and  to  the  prices  current  io  the  country  at  the  time, 
and  not  to  report  ^aid  service  oeyond  the  time  actually  engaged  therein, 
nor  to  recognize  supplies  beyond  a  reasonable  approximation  to  the 
proportions  and  deecriptions  authorized  by  existing  laws  and  regula- 
tions for  such  troope,  taking  into  consideration  the  nature  and 
peculiarities  of  the  service- 

&th.  That  all  claims  of  said  volunteers  for  horses,  arms,  and  other 
property  lost  or  destroyed  in  said  service,  shall  be  audited  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-nine. 

Attest:  J.  C.  ALLEN,  Clerk. 


Tbbasdet  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  FAruary  7,  1860. 

SiH :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives adopted  oo  the  8th  of  February,  1859,  I  have  examined  the 
papers  and  vouchers  on  file  in  this  ofGce  connected  with  the  claimi= 
growing  out  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territo- 
ries in  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-tive  and  eighteen  hundred 
and  filty-six,  and  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  resolution  having  been  officially  communicated  to  me  by  the 
Clerk  ot  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  on  the  24th  of  February,  1 
addressed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ennloeing  a  copy  thereof,  and 
alter  referring  to  the  limited  information  in  my  possession,  and  certain 
other  mloimation  that  I  supposed  obtainable,  I  stated  aa  follows:  "I 
respectiully  submit  for  your  consideration  whether,  in  view  of  the 
magnitude  ol  the  claims  involved,  the  importance  of  having  all  iaform- 
ation  available,  in  order  to  have  correct  data  on  which  to  act,  some 
additional  means  or  authority  should  not  be  placed  at  my  disposal  i* 
I  do  not  presume,  of  course,  to  indicate  what  authority  shouM  be 
granted  in  the  premises,  but  submit  the  matter,  so  that,  it  you  should 
deem  it  proper,  you  might  direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  to  the  subject."  The  subject  was  relerred  hy  the 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Faulkner,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  on  the  26th  of  February,  and  on  the  same  day  be  replied, 
requesting  "an  estimate  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  resulting  trom 
this  order  of  the  House."  In  a  report  on  the  subject,  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  28th,  I  stated :  "  It  may  be  thought 
advisable  to  send  a  competent  person  to  the  Territories,  or,  if  it  be 
thought  practicable,  to  secure  the  services  of  some  person  or  persons 
itsiutnt  there,  with  a  view  of  eliciting  all  the  informatiua  available. 
Should  this  be  done,  it  is  obvious  that  some  ezpenditurea  irould  have 
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to  be  made.  It  aeeme  to  me  the  committee  are  about  as  well  advised 
as  to  the  probable  amount  that  might  be  required  as  I  am  myself.  I 
should  certainly  desire  and  endeaTor  to  incur  as  little  expense  as  pos- 
sible. Whateyer  further  authority  or  means  the  committee  may  deem 
proper  to  place  at  my  disposal  I  shall  use  with  proper  caution  and 
economy  ;  or,  in  the  event  ofViothing  being  done,  shall  carry  out  the 
order  of  the  Houee  as  best  I  can  with  the  sources  of  information  at  my 
command.  I  will  remark,  however,  as  Mr.  Faulkner  requests  an  esti- 
mate, that  ao  appropriation  of,  say,  two  thonsand  dollars  might  be 
advisable  ;  and  if,  on  further  conference  irith  yonrself,  all  or  any  por- 
tion thereof  can  be  dispensed  with,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to 
do  so."  It  appears  that  subsequently  Mr.  Faulkner  offered  in  the 
House  ati  amendment  making  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  but  at  the  stage  of  proceedings  it  was  ruled  out  of  order,  and 
Congress  adjourned  without  taking  any  further  action  on  tbe  subject. 
If,  therefore,  it  shall  appear  that  my  action  has  been  in  any  degree 
erroneous,  in  consequence  of  want  of  personal  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject, or  of  full  and  reliable  data,  my  apology  must  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  serious  difficulties  surrounded  many  points  necessary  to  be  inves- 
tigated in  order  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions,  and  that  the  means  of 
obtaining  information  at  my  command  were  very  limited. 

Before  proceeding  to  detail  my  action  under  the  resolution,  and  tbe 
result  thereof,  it  is  proper  to  state  that,  by  the  11th  section  of  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  certain  civil  expenses  of  the  government 
for  tbe  year  ending  June  30,  1857,' '  approved  August  18,  1866,  it  was 
provided  "  that  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  examine  into  the 
amount  of  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  the  suppression  of  Indian 
hostilities  in  the  late  Indian  war  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  by  the 
territorial  governments  of  said  Territories,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
volunteer  forces  engaged  in  said  war,  including  pay  of  volunteers,  and 
that  he  may,  if  in  bis  judgment  it  be  necessary,  direct  a  commission 
of  three  to  proceed  to  ascertain  and  report  to  him  all  expenses  incurred 
for  purposes  above  specified  "  Under  this  section  of  law,  on  the  4tb 
September,  1856,  Captain  R.  Ingalls  and  Captain  A.  J.  Smith,  of  tbe 
United  States  army,  and  Lafayette  Grover,  esq.,  of  Oregon,  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  War  as  "  a  commission  of  three  to  proceed  • 
to  ascertain  and  report  to  bim  all  expenses  incurred  for  purpo-es 
above  specified;"  and  on  the  lOtb  October,  1857,  they  reported  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  tbe  amount  incurred  by  the  territorial  authori- 
ties of  Oregon  at  |4,449,949  33,  and  by  the  territorial  authorities  of 
Wasbingtonattl ,481,474  46— making ana^gregateof  $5,9^11,424  78. 
By  a  subsequent  report  tbey  increased  this  amount  in  the  sum  of 
f80,032  58 — making  a  grand  total  of  six  million  eleven  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents.  This,  they  said, 
was  exclusive  of  "claims  for  spoliation  of  property  by  hostile  Indians 
daring  the  war,"  which  were  not  acted  on  by  them,  and  some  other 
claims  also  not  included  for  reasons  set  forth.  The  report  was  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  has  been  printed. 
(Ex.  Doc.  No.  45,  H.  R.,  35th  Cong.  1st  session.)  Accompanying 
their  report  were  numerous  papers,  consisting  of  roliB,  voDchers,  bills, 
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&c.,  represeoting  the  claims  in  detail;  and  these  have  formed  tlie 
subject  of  my  iuTcsti  gat  ions. 

By  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution  I  am  directed  to  "  recognize 
DO  company  or  individual  as  entitled  to  pay  except  such  as  were  called 
into  Bervice  by  the  territorial  authorities  of  Oregon  and  Washington, 
or  such  whose  Bervice^  have  been  recognJfeod  and  accepted  by  the  said 
aathorities. " 

This  branch  of  the  resolution  seemed  to  contemplate  an  inqairy  into 
the  maimer  in  which  companies  or  indiriduals  were  "  called  into  ser* 
vice" — it  expressly  limitiag  allowances  for  pay  to  euch  as  were 
"called  into  service  by  the  territorial  authorities  of  Oregon  and 
Washington,  or  such  whose  services  »ere  recognized  and  accepted  by 
the  Baid  authorities,"  as  well  as  to  the  iact  of  oHiuU  service  having 
been  rendered  as  claimed.  The  claims  for  military  service  are  rep- 
resented by  roll-  of  companies,  giving  the  names  of  officers  and  pri- 
vates composing  them — when  enrolled,  and  when  disbanded — all 
made  out  in  due  form,  and  certified  to  be  correct  by  the  proper  officers; 
bnt  they  generally  afford  no  further  evideoce  of  service  or  authority 
for  the  organisation.  For  augbt  that  appears  on  some  of  the  rolls, 
the  organization  may  have  been  entirely  voluntary,  and  existing  only 
on  paper,  or  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  the  officers  to  call  the  whole 
or  a  part  of  the  company  together,  as  occasion  might  require.  Indeed, 
in  several  cases,  the  rolls  furnish  internal  evidence,  from  remiirks 
thereon,  indicating  that,  in  those  coses,  the  whole  company  was  not 
at  at  any  time  in  the  field  in  actual  service. 

Deeming  further  information  desirable  on  this  point,  I  requested 
the  governor  of  Oregon  and  the  acting  governors  of  Washington  to 
lurnish  me  with  "copies  of  such  orders,  or  other  official  documents, 
records  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  (or  Washington,)  as  will  enable 
me  to  determine  what  companies  were  called  into  the  service  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  (or  Washington,)  or  whose  services  were  recog- 
nized and  accepted  by  the  authorities  thereof;  showing  when  called 
ont,  or  recognized  and  accepted,  and  the  period  of  service  of  each  of  said 
companies. ' ' 

The  governor  of  Oregon,  in  his  reply,  states  ob  follows  :  "  I  have 
referred  this  matter  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  Territory,  who  in- 
tbniis  me  that  each  "muster-roll"  furnished  to  the  commissioners 
set  iorth  fully  all  the  facte  which  you  seek,  and  that  the  commis- 
sioners compared  them  with  the  original  orders,  and  verified  them,  in 
every  particular,  before  transmitting  them  to  the  War  Department. 
The  rolls  and  papers  retained  are  duplicates  of  those  which  yon  have 
in  your  office,  as  I  understand  it." 

It  wilt  be  observed  that  this  reply  of  the  governor  leaves  the  mat- 
ter precisely  where  the  commissionei  s  left  it,  and  affords  no  additional 
information  on  the  subject.  Hon.  Charles  H.  Mason,  secretary  and 
acting  governor  of  Washington  Territory,  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  my  letter,  and  stated  that  he  would  give  it  early  attention.  As 
nothing  further  was  received,  and  subsequent  news  announced  his 
death,  it  is  presumed  he  was  prevented  by  sickaess  from  carrying  out 
his  intention.  A  printed  document,  containing  messages,  proclama- 
tions, orders,  correspondence,  &o.,  relating  to  the  hostilities  and  the 
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manner  of  their  prosenation,  vas  sent  me  by  the  Hon.  I.  I.  Stevens, 
vhich  afforded  considerable  ioforroation  on  the  sabject.  (The  com- 
miseioners  in  their  report  refer  to  a  package  of  papers,  marked  A, 
amongst  those  transmitted  by  them,  with  the  other  papers  and  vouch* 
ers  accompanying  the  claims,  as  containing  copies  of  proclamations 
and  orders  ;  but,  on  examination  of  the  papers,  1  have  bsen  anable  to 
find  Hny  such  package.  This  package  related  to  the  service  in  Wash* 
ington  Territory.  It  therefore  became  necessary  for  me  to  have 
reconrse  to  such  other  sources  of  information  as  were  available. 

The  commissioners,  in  their  report,  go  somewhat  into  detail  with 
respect  to  the  organisation  of  the  volnnteers,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  broaght  into  service.  First,  with  reference  to  the  organi- 
xation  in  Oregon,  they  state  as  follows :  "  The  initiatory  steps  of  the 
organization  of  the  volunteer  forces  in  Oregon,  early  in  October,  1856, 
were  quite  precipitous,  and,  consequently,  in  some  cases,  irregular. 
This  organisation  was  based  upon  the  militia  law  of  the  Territory,  as 
it  then  existed,  declaring  the  same  one  military  district,  for  brigade 
purposes,  of  which,  by  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress  organizing  the 
Territory,  the  governor  was  commander-in-chief.  This  law  far- 
ther provided  for  the  appointment  by  the  governor  of  a  brigadier 
general,  and  for  the  election,  in  subordinate  districts,  of  colonels  and 
subordinate  officers  of  regiments  ;  it  also  embraced  the  usual  depart- 
ments of  the  general  staff,  and  provided  for  the  commission  of  their 
cljief  and  subordinate  officers. 

"  These  volunteer  troops,  consisting  of  two  regiments  of  moanted 
men,  excepting  the  9th  regiment  of  Oregon  militia,  to  which  reference 
will  be  made  hereafter,  were  called  into  service  by  proclamation  of 
the  governor.  These  regiments,  numbered  Ist  and  2d,  respactively, 
consisting  of  t«n  companies,  each  designated  by  the  letters  of  the  al- 
phabet, from  'A'  to  'K,'  inclusive.  During  the  continuance  of 
hostilities,  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory  commenced  its 
session  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  1S55.  At  this  session  an 
act  was  passed  reorganizing  the  militia  system,  so  as  mor«  fuLly  to 
provide  tor  the  exigencies  of  the  volunteer  service. — (See  session  laws 
of  Oregon,  1866-'56,  page  55.)  This  act,  chap.  3,  sec.  1,  provides 
that,  '  in  time  of  invasion,  insurrection,  or  the  breaking  out  of  Indian 
hostilities,  the  governor,  as  commander-in-chief,  shall,  unless  he 
deems  the  exigencies  of  the  moment  to  require  his  calling  out  the  fall 
mounted  force  of  the  Territory,  issue  his  proclamation,  calling  into 
service  as  many  companies,  battalions,  or  regiments  of  volunteers  as 
he  shall  think  necessary  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citi- 
zens, aud  to  establish  and  preserve  the  public  peace,'  The  same  act 
also  recognized  '  the  field  organization  of  the  volunteer  forces  of  the 
Territory,'  then  in  service. 

"  At  the  same  session  of  the  territorial  legislature  another  act  was 
passed,  entitled  <  An  act  to  provide  for  paying  the  volanteers  in  the 
service  of  the  Territory,  and  for  the  prosecution  of  the  existing  Indian 
war,'  (see  session  laws  aforesaid,  page  26,)  which  gave  special  aa- 
thority  to  the  governor  '  to  call  for,  and  accept,  the  service  of  any 
number  of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  three  full  regiments,  who  may 
offer  their  services,  as  mounted  riflemen,  to  serve  six  months  after 
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they  ahall  have  arrived  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  or  to  the  end  of 
the  war,  anleas  sooner  diHcharged.' 

"  By  virtue  of  these  provisions  of  law,  the  governor  of  Oregon,  from 
time  to  time,  called  for,  and  caused  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  Territory,  snch  number  of  volunteers,  within  the  limits  stated,  u 
be  deemed  expedient,  or  the  exigencies  of  the  service  required.  Bat 
except  in  cases  of  special  service,  such  as  of  '  spy  companies,'  '  miiiDte 
meu,'  'guards,'  and  'vanguards,'  enrolled  for  local  defences,  on 
duty  only  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  the  like,  the  levies  of  volun- 
teer troops  made  subsequently  to  the  original  organization  were  for 
the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  two  regiments  already  in  the  field  ;  the 
first  operating  in  northern  and  middle  Oregon,  and  the  second  in  the 
south. 

"  Of  these  sahseqnent  levies  are  the  companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E, 
recruiting  battalion,  let  regiment ;  the  companies  A,  B,  G,  and  D, 
1st  recruiting  battalion,  and  the  companies  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  3d  re- 
cruiting battalion,  2d  regiment.  Tbeee  'recruiting  battaliouB'  were 
thrown  into  the  field  at  a  time  when  the  regiments  before  mentioned 
had  become  decimated  from  service,  or  discharged,  after  expiration  of 
their  t«rm  of  enlistment,  and  were  consolidated  within  the  original 
organization. 

"The  two  'spy  companies,'  number  '38'  and  '39,'  respectively, 
Capt.  James  Barnes  and  Capt.T.W.  Prather,  were  enrolled  and  muster- 
ed into  the  service  of  the  Territory  under  the  order  of  Brigadier  (general 
John  B.  Lamerick,  of  the  volunteer  militia  of  Oregon,  by  authority 
of  the  governor,  and  attached  to  the  2d  regiment,  as  were  also  the 
'  minute  men,'  No.  40,  of  Capt.  John  G-uess.  The  companies.  No. 
&1,  of '  Port  Orford  minute  men,'  Capt.  J.  Creighton,  No.  58,  '  Coos 
Bay  minute  men,'  Capt.  W.  H.  Harris,  and  No.  59, '  Coquilla  Quard,' 
Capt.  W.  H.  Packwood,  were  self-organized,  and  went  into  service 
on  the  southern  coast,  on  the  occurrence  of  a  serious  Indian  outbreak, 
and  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  regular  troops  in  that  district,  under 
the  rommand  of  Lieut,  Col.  Buchanan,  4th  infantry,  but  were  subse- 
quently  recoguized  as  duly  in  service  by  authority  of  the  governor, 
and  were  attached  to  the  2d  regiment. 

"  The  companies  of  '  minute  men  for  relief  of  Casoales,'  Ho  60, 
Captain  Stephen  Coffin;  No.  61,  Capt.  S.  J.  Powell,  and  No.  62, 
'  Multnomah  Rangers,'  Capt.  W.  8.  Buckley,  were  called  into  service 
to  relieve  the  settlers  at  the  Cascades,  on  the  Columbia  river,  after  the 
massacre  of  the  26th  March,  1836. 

"The  9th  regiment  of  Oregon  militia,  numbered  by  companies 
from  1  to  16,  indusive,  was  organized  under  the  old  militia  law  of  the 
Territory,  hereinbefore  referred  to,  and  went  into  service  by  order  of 
Col.  JofanE.  Boss  commanding,  at  the  commencement  of  the  hostilitiea 
in  the  Bogue  Biver  country,  but  were  mustered  out  by  order  of  the 
governor  as  soon  as  relieved  by  the  2d  regiment  motinted  volunteers, 
'i'he  services  of  the  9th  regiment  are  recognized  and  provided  for  in 
section  5  of  the  'act  to  provide  for  paying  the  volunteers,  &c.,  before 
mentioned.'" 

With  respect  to  the  volunteers  called  out  in  Washington,  the  com- 
missioners  say : 

"  In  the  Territory  of  Washington  the  Tolnnteer  Bervice  commenced 
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by  the  requisition  of  Major  Q-.  J.  Bains,  4th  infantry,  U.  8.  A.,  at 
that  time  commaDdinft  the  'Columbia  river  and  Piiget'e  Sounddistrict/ 
on  Acting  Governor  Ma«on,  of  that  Territory,  for  two  companies  of 
volunteers  to  act  in  concert  with  the  regular  troops.  This  requisition 
bears  date  October  9,  1855,  and  was  made  immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  report  of  Major  Haller's  repulse  by  the  Indians  in  the  Yakama 
country. — (See  paper  marked  '1,'  package  'A,'  herewith  accompany- 
ing.) Accordingly,  the  acting  governor  issued  his  proclamation, 
bearing  date  October  15, 1855,  calling  for  two  companieHor  volunteers 
to  enrol  themselves,  and  organize  as  soon  as  possible,  by  electing  their 
own  officers,  through  whom  they  should  report  for  duty — one  company 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Vancouver,  the  other  to  the  execu- 
tive at  Olympia. 

"  In  response  to  this  call,  two  companies  were  organized :  company 
'A,'  Capt.  William  Strong,  and  company  'B,'  Oapt,  Gilmore  Hays,  Ist 
regiment  Washington  Territory  volunteers.  The  former,  sixty-two 
men,  rank  and  file,  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
on  the  2l8t  day  of  October,  1855,  by  Lieut.  John  Withers,  Ist  lieu- 
tenant 4th  infantry,  mustering  officer  at  Fort  Vancouver  ;  the  latter, 
of  eighty-eight  men,  rank  and  file,  was  mustered  into  service  on  the 
14th  October,  1855,  by  Adjutant  General  Tilton,  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory, and  placed  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Maloney,  4th  infantry, 
commanding  Fort  Steilacoom,  as  indicated  in  the  requisition  of  Major 
Rains,  before  referred  to.  The  pay-rolls  of  these  companies  have  not 
been  acted  upon  by  the  commission,  but  will  be  specially  submitted  in 
a  subsequent  part  ot  this  report. 

"  The  volunteer  troops  properly  io  the  service  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory during  the  war  consisted  of  two  regiments,  designated  the  1st 
and  2d,  respectively,  mostly  of  mounted  men.  These  regiments  were 
not  entirely  perfect  in  their  organization,  nor  equal  in  the  di^rent 
periods  of  service,  in  the  number  of  companies  or  men  embraced,  but 
seem  to  have  been  increased,  diminished,  or  modified,  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  time.  They  were  called  into  service  by  Acting 
Gfovernor  Mason,  and  Governor  Stevens,  by  proclamations  and  orders, 
copies  of  which  are  herewith  accompanying,  in  package  'A,'  and  are 
referred  to  in  the  heading  of  the  respective  rolls  of  companies  organized 
nnder  their  authority." 

General  Wool,  in  a  letter  received  from  him,  details  the  manner  in 
which  the  volunteers  were  called  into  service,  as  follows : 

"  Major  Haller  having  been  driven  back  by  the  Yakamaa,  Major 
Raines,  in  consequence  of  the  excitement  of  the  whites,  and  appre- 
hensive of  the  Yakamas,  called  on  Governor  Curry  for  four  companies 
of  militia  or  volunteers,  and  on  the  acting  governor  of  Washington 
Territory  for  two  companies.  The  acting  governor  of  Washington 
Territory  promptly  responded  to  the  call.  Governor  Curry,  of  Oregon, 
responded  solar  Co  the  call  as  to  send  one  company,  l^th  October, 
1855,  to  Major  Rains,  U.  S.  army,  at  Vancouver,  which  were  to  have 
been  mastered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  following  day. 
"  In  the  meantime,it  appears  from  Governor  Curry's  letter  to  Cap- 
tain Wilson,  13th  October,  1856,  he  decided,  in  compliance  with  Colo- 
nel Nesmith  and  General  Barnum,  not  to  put  the  militia  or  volunteers 
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aoder  commsnd  of  United  States  officers,  bnt  to  form  an  iodependeot 
organization,  aoder  the  direction  of  territorial  officers,  and,  conse- 
queutly,  gave  the  following  instractioas  to  Captain  Wilson,  vii: 
'  The  result  of  a  conference  this  evening  with  Oenerals  Nesmitb  uid 
Barnnm,  and  others  of  our  friends,  has  induced  me  to  call  yoor  atten- 
tion to  the  instrnctious  I  gave  jou  this  afternoon.  You  will  beu 
distinctly  in  mind  that  yoar  command  yon  will  not  enffer  to  be  mat- 
tered into  the  United  States  Bervice.'  Instead  of  the  four  companiM, 
as  called  for  by  Major  Bains,  Gorernor  Cnrry  issned  his  proclamitioD 
for  eight  companies  of  mounted  volunteers,  which,  according  to  Q«n- 
eial  Barnum's  report  of  January  18,  1S56,  were  raised  and  mnstered, 
(K>nsistiDg  of  ten  companies,  nambering  seven  hundred  and  ninety-ni, 
called  the  first  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Nesmith.  On  the 
16th  October,  Qovernor  Curry  issued  another  proclamation  calling  lor 
five  additional  companies  of  mounted  volunteers,  as  mustered  by 
General  Lamerick,  numbering  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  men, 
to  oonstitate  the  northern  battalion  ;  and  four  companies  of  monnl«d 
volunteers,  as  mustered  by  General  Lamerick,  numbering  three  inn- 
dred  and  eighty-seven  men,  to  constitnte  the  southern  battalios. 
These,  including  two  companies  not  embraced  in  his  first  proclams- 
tion,  with  one  company  commanded  by  Captain  Gordon,  not  mastered, 
constituted  all  the  troops  known  to  me  as  having  been  called  for  by 
proclamation  and  mentioned  in  despatches,  making  the  entire  TolnB* 
teer  force  of  Oregon  as  follows :  First  regiment,  including  two  gcd- 
panies  not  called  for  by  proclamation,  796;  northern  battalion,  478; 
southern  battalion,  387  ;  total  Oregon  force,  as  called  for,  incladiDg 
two  companies  of  first  regiment  not  embraiXHl  in  Gk)vernor  Carry'< 
proclamation,  1,661,  and  inclading  the  company  of  Captatn  Gordon, 
not  mustered,  1,736.  Of  this  force,  not  to  exceed  four  hundred,  ie 
known  to  me,  from  any  information  derived  from  regular  officers,  w 
from  the  correspondence  and  reports  of  the  volunteers,  as  having  been 
engaged  in  repelling  or  repressing  Indian  hostililaes  in  the  Territory 
of  Oregon." 

With  regard  to  the  organisation  in  Washington  Territory,  Qen- 
eral  Wool  states  as  follows  : 

"  The  first  call  for  volunteers  in  Washington  Territory  appears  in 
the  governor's  annual  message  of  December  7,  1855,  in  which  Acting 
Governor  Mason  says :  '  Twelve  companies  have  been  raised,  amountiag 
in  all  to  upwards  of  seveo  hundred  men,  of  these  five  hundred  were 
mon^ited.' 

"  Governor  Stevens'  proclamation  of  January  23,  1866,  calls  for 
six  oompanies  of  volunteers,  to  consist  of  sixty  men  each  ;  and  again, 
by  proclamation  of  August  2,  1866,  for  two  companies.  Colonel 
Casey,  U.  S.  A.,  commanding  Puget's  Sound  district,  reported  to  me, 
May  19j  1866  :  *  So  far  as  the  Inaisns  on  this  side  are  ooncerned,  the 
contest  18  about  ended,  and,  shonld  no  considerable  reinforcements  be 
received,  will  soon  die  out.  It  may,  however,  be  prolonged  by  a  mil- 
itary territorial  organization  existing  in  this  Territory,  over  whicli  I 
have  no  control.'  He  also  notified  Governor  Stevens,  Jane  20, 1856, 
that  he  did  not  consider  the  services  of  auy  volunteers  as  having  been 
necessary  for  more  than  two  moatbapast.  ,    .,,  OoOQ  Ic 
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*'  The  six  compaDieB  called  ior  by  GoTernor  Stevens  sad  the  twelve 
previoQsly  raised  by  Acting  Governor  Mason  would  make  the  volun- 
teer force  of  that  Territory  consist  of  eighteen  companies,  ten  hnndred 
and  sixty  strong.  This  does  not  include  the  last  two  companies, 
called  for  August  2,  1856  ;  for  I  cannot  believe,  in  the  absence  of 
positive  information,  that  they  were  mustered  into  the  service,  and 
certainly  they  were  not  reqaired  at  that  time,  as  appears  from  Colonel 
Casey's  remarks,  quoted  above.  This  will  be  found  to  correspond 
with  your  statement  for  February,  in  regard  to  the  number  of  com- 
panies— eighteen — bnt  exceeds  the  number  of  men  there  given  by 
three  hundred  and  sixty.  Adjutant  General  Tilton,  in  his  estimate 
of  pay  for  six  months  ending  September  1,  1856,  approved  by  Gov- 
ernor Stevens,  reports  the  strength  of  the  volunteer  force  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  " 

It  is  very  mach  to  be  regretted  that  the  documents,  such  as  pro 
clamations,  orders,  &c.,  connected  with  the  calling  out  of  these  vol- 
nnteers,  have  not  all  been  furnished  in  an  authentic  form,  showing 
the  precise  date  at  whioh  each  particular  corps  was  called  into  service ; 
by  what  authority  the  call  issued ;  when,  and  by  whom,  the  troops 
were  received  into  the  service ;  and,  indeed,  all  the  facts  connected 
therewith,  from  the  time  of  their  being  called  oat  until  they  were 
finally  discharged.  In  this  respect  there  is  much  greater  deficiency 
on  the  part  of  the  Oregon  authorities  than  of  those  of  Washington 
Territory. 

The  commissioners  in  their  report  state  that  the  ninth  regiment  of 
Oregon  militia  "  was  organized  under  the  old  militia  law  ot  the  Ter- 
ritory," and  "  went  into  service  hy  order  of  Colonel  John  E.  Boss,  com- 
manding, at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  the  Rogue  River 
coQDtry,  but  were  mustered  out  by  order  of  the  governor  as  soon  as 
relieved  by  the  second  regiment  mounted  volunteers."  The  Colonel 
John  E.  Roes,  above  referred  to,  by  whose  "  order"  the  ninth  regi- 
ment is  stated  to  have  gone  "into  service,"  was  an  officer  of  that  rank 
and  name,  under  the  militia  laws  of  the  Territory. 

In  Ex.  Doc.  No.  76,  House  of  Representatives,  34th  Congress,  3d 
seaaion,  copies  of  "  General  Orders,"  No.  "  1"  to  "  12,"  inclusive, 
are  found,  dating  from  the  15th  to  the  22d  October,  1855  ;  but  they 
relate  more  especially  to  the  plan  of  operations,  procuring  of  trans- 
]K>rtation,  supplies,  &c.  The  proclamations  of  the  governor  calling 
out  volunteers  are  not  found  ;  but  reference  is  made  to  them  in  these 
orders. 

In  Oeneral  Order  No.  10,  of  the  above  Bsries,  dated  20th  October, 
1855,  it  is  stated  "  that  armed  parties  have  taken  the  field  in  southern 
Oregon,  in  despite  of  the  authority  of  the  Indian  agent  and  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  United  States  troops  stationed  there,  and  con- 
trary to  the  peace  of  the  Territory,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  battalion,  authorized  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  governor  of  the  l&th  day  of  October  instant,  will  enforce  the 
disbanding  of  all  armed  parties  not  duly  enrolled  into  the  service  of 
tbe  Territory  by  virtue  of  said  proclamation,  &c." 

The  governor  does  not  designate  by  name  the  "  armed  parties"  to 
whom  he  refers  in  this  order  as  having  "taken  the  field  in  southern 
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Oregon,"  in  "  despite  of  the  aathority  of  the  Indian  afjent  and  tbe 
comiuandiog  officer  of  the  United  States  troops  stationed  there,  and 
contrary  to  the  peace  of  the  Territory,"  On  examination  of  therollB 
connected  with  this  so-called  ninth  regiment  of  Oregon  militia,  called 
into  service  by  order  of  Colonel  John  E.  Robs,  commaiidtag  in  the 
Rogue  River  country,  (in  southern  Oregon,)  it  is  found  that  he  reports 
enrolled  on  the  tenth  day  of  October  five  companies,  numbering  two 
hundred  and  fifty -five  men.  This  was  five  days  in  advance  of  the  proo- 
lamalion  referred  to  in  the  "  General  Order"  above.  This  force  in- 
creased, by  enrolment,  to  eleven  companies,  numbering  five  hundred 
and  forty-five  men,  on  the  20th  October,  and  fifteen  companies,  udeq- 
bering  seven  hundred  and  sixteen  men,  on  the  1st  November;  but, 
OD  the  lOth  November,  it  had  diminished  to  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  and  two  hundred  and  seventeen  on  the  20th  November,  after 
which  the  organization  disappears.  On  reference  to  the  staff  relief 
the  regiment,  ulso  on  file  in  this  office,  the  following  remarks  are 
found  opposite  the  name  of  Colonel  John  E.  Ross  :  "  Was  elected  and 
commissioned,  in  accordance  with  the  militia  law  of  Oregon,  June, 
1854 ;  took  the  field  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities  12th  October, 
1855  ;  left  it  9th  November,  1855,  as  required  by  •  General  Orders 
No.  10,'  but  continued  to  serve  in  the  adjustment  of  the  affairs  of  the 
regiment  until  Ist  August,  1856,  with  the  exception  of  one  moDth 
and  twenty-three  days,  while  in  the  legislature  ;"  certified  to  be  cor- 
rect by  Colonel  John  £.  Ross,  colonel  commandng  ninth  Tegiraeot 
Oregon  militia. 

It  is,  therefore,  (^uite  evident  that  these  volunteers  under  the  com- 
mand ofColooel  Ross,  styled  the  9th  regiment,  Oregon  militia,  were  not 
recognized  by  thegoveruor  during  the  time  they  were  in  service;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  were  ordered  to  be  disbanded,  they  not  being  "dnly 
enrolled  inm  the  service  of  the  Territory  by  virtue  of  said  proclama- 
tion." Nevertheless,  these  companies  are  all  reported  for  pay  by  the 
commissioners,  tlie  same  as  those  called  out  by  proclamation  of  the 
governor;  their  "service"  having  been  subsequently  "  recognized  by 
the  territorial  legislature," 

The  commiBsioners  also  state  that  companies  No.  57,  of  "Port  Or- 
ford  minute  men,"  Captain  J.  Creigbton;  No.  58,  "  Coos  Bay  minate 
men,"  Captain  W.  H.  Harris;  No.  59,  "Coquilla  Guards,"  Captain 
W.  H.  PackwQod,  were  "  adf-organized,  and  went  into  service  on  the 
southern  coast,  on  (he  occasion  of  a  serious  ovibreak,  and  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  the  regular  troops  in  that  district,  under  the  commaod 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Buchanan,  4th  infantry;  but  were  subsequently 
recognized  by  authority  of  the  governor,  and  were  attached  to  the  2Dd 
regiment. ' ' 

By  reference  to  the  rolls  it  appears  that  these  companies  went  iolo 
"service"  at  s^ar^e  and  di^inct  periods.  Captein  Fackwood's 
(Coquilla  Guards)  being  enrolled  on  the  6th  November,  1856,  and  con- 
tinued till  28th  December,  1855;  Captain  W.  H.  Harris'  (Coos  Bay 
minute  men)  being  enrolled  on  the  28tn  February,  1856,  andcontinaed 
till  June  12,  1856;  and  Captain  J.  Creighton's  (Port  Orford  minute 
men)  being  enrolled  on  the  26th  March,  1856,  and  continued  till  25tb 
Jnne,  1856 — all  made  up  for  pay  accordingly,  and  so  reported  by  the 
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commiesionerB,  their  aervices  having  hecD  subseq^tifliitlj'  recogoized  by 
authority  ot'tlie  governor. 

From  what  has  already  been  said  it  is  evident  that  coaBiderahle 
"irregularity"  existed  with  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  some  of  these 
volunteers  came  into  the  service.  It  is  known  that  the  differences  of 
opinion  prevailed  between  the  officers  in  command  of  the  United  States 
troops  and  the  civil  authorities,  not  only  as  to  the  propriety  or  necessity 
of  a  general  In  Jian  campaign  at  the  time,  but  also  as  to  the  manner  of 
its  prosecution,  the  number  of  troops  necessary,  i&c.  That  more  troops 
were  called  into  the  service  than  would  have  been,  and  the  expendi- 
tures connected  with  the  hostilities  thereby  enhanced,  if  the  ordinary 
mode  of  proceedings  in  such  cases  had  been  complied  with,  there  can  be 
little  doubt.  As  before  stated,  at  the  commencement  of  the  hostilities 
Major  Bains  made  a  requisition  on  the  governor  of  Oregon  for  four 
companies  of  volunteers,  and  on  the  governor  of  Washington  for  two 
companies;  all,  of  course,  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  Huder  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officers.  Those  called 
for  from  Oregon  were  not  furnished.  Instead  of  complying  with  the 
requisition,  the  governor  called  out  two  regiments  for  the  territorial 
service.  The  two  companies  called  for  were  furnished  by  the  acting 
governor  of  Washington.  Tbey  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  usual  manner,  and  continued  therein  until  dis- 
charged by  the  United  States  officers.  (These  two  companies  have  not 
been  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  "territorial  organization,"  and 
therefore  their  claims  for  pay,  &c.,  are  not  embraced  amongst  those 
reported  by  the  commissioners,  and  will  also  be  excluded  in  ray  report.) 
It  was  subsequently  determined,  however,  by  the  territorial  author- 
ities of  both  Oregon  and  Washington,  to  call  out  volunteers  on  their 
own  responsibility,  and  entirely  independent  of  the  United  States 
service. 

In  his  special  message  to  the  territorial  legislature  on  this  subject, 
January  21,  1856,  Governor  Stevens  says: 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  vigorous  operations  should  be  prosecuted  on 
both  sides  of  the  Cascade  mountains.  Whenever  it  is  practicable  or 
expedient,  it  is  best  that  volunteers  should  be  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service.  It  should  go  to  the  authorities  at  home  that  we  endeav- 
ored to  co-operate  with  the  regular  service.  But  there  has  been  a 
breach  of  faith.  Troops  mustered  into  service  were  disbanded  in  viola- 
tion of  a  positive  uuderstauding;  and  it  is  now  proper  that  the  author- 
ities of  this  Territory  should  conduct  the  movements  of  their  own 
troops,  co-operating  with  the  regulars,  where  such  co-operatiot  can 
be  effective.  J  therefore  do  not  think  that  the  volunleera  of  this  Terri- 
tory ahov^d  be  mustered  into  the  United  States  service.  J  am  ready  to 
tahilkeremcwnbility  of  raising  them,  independent  of  that  service;  and  it 
is  due  to  the  Territory,  and  to  myself,  that  the  reasons  for  assuming 
it  should  go  to  the  President  and  the  department  at  Washington." — 
(Sen.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  66,  34th  Cong.  1st  ses.) 

Thenceforth  all  the  volunteers  that  were  called  out  were,  by  terri- 
torial authority,  irrespective  entirely  of  the  regular  service,  organized 
as  territorial  troops,  under  command  of  their  own  officers,  and  their 
military  operations  entirely  separate  and  distiact  from  the  regular 
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service,  with  their  own  staff — medical,  commissary,  and  qnarter- 
maHter's  department,  and  employes  of  every  description. 

It  appears,  however,  that  again,  as  late  as  the  16th  March,  1S56, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Silas  Casey,  United  States  army,  made  a  reqntai* 
tion  on  Governor  Stevens  for  two  companies  of  volunteers,  and  ei- 
pressed,  in  his  letter,  the  opinion  that,  with  said  volunteers  and  the 
then  existing  regalar  force,  he  would  have  "  a  sufficient  namber  of 
troops  to  protect  this  frontier,  without  the  aid  of  those  now  in  the 
serviGo  of  the  Territory." 

Governor  Stevens  replied,  under  date  of  16th  March,  1856,  declin- 
ing to  comply  with  the  requisition,  for  reasons  which  he  Bet  forth  at 
length. 

Why  Governor  Gurry  declined  to  respond  to  the  requisition  of 
Major  Raina,  but  chose  to  call  out  volnnteers  into  the  territorial  ser- 
vice, does  not  appear,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  further  than  is  statecl  id 
the  letter  of  General  Wool,  before  referred  to  ;  nor  is  it  material,  so 
far  as  my  action  is  concerned  ;  the  sole  object  in  my  referring  to  the 
matter  being  to  show  the  irregular  manner  in  which  the  voTunteen 
were  called  out  and  enrolled  in  the  service;  in  some  cstses  "»elf 
organized,"  and  declared  to  have  taken  the  field  "  without  authoritr, 
and  contrary  to  the  peace  of  the  Territory."  Whether  suhseqaeai 
legislative  recognition  of  an  organization  thus  made  should  entitle 
to  pay  for  the  full  period  claimed,  or  would  come  within  the  spirit  of 
the  resolution  of  reference,  may  well  be  doubted.  As  will  hereafler 
appear,  however,  I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  rule  out  any  o^  thae 
companies  as  not  entitled  to  pay  under  the  resolution,  but  have  felt  it 
my  duty  to  set  forth  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  mode  and 
manner  of  their  organization,  which  my  investigations  have  broaght 
to  view,  as  fully  as  I  have  done. 

Whether  the  mere  calling  out  of  volunteers  by  proclamation,  or  tbe 
acceptance  and  recognition  thereof  by  the  territorial  anthoritiee,  is 
sufficient  of  itself  to  entitle  them  to  pay  from  the  United  Stages,  with- 
out positive  and  specific  proo(  of  actual  service  in  the  field  for  tht 
time  and  in  the  manner  claimed,  is  a  question  for  Congress  alone  to 
determine.  And  so  also  it  is  for  Congress  alone  to  say  whether 
Buch  calling  out  of  volunteers,  and  such  service,  if  actually  rendered, 
creates  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  1 1  defray  the 
expenses  that  are  incurred  thereby  ;  and  also  to  determine  the  extent 
to  which,  and  upon  what  principles,  such  expenditures  shall  be 
assumed  and  paid  by  the  general  government.  There  is  no  law  tb>it 
I  am  aware  of  authorizing  the  calling  out  of  volunteers  and  mnstei^ 
ing  them  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  territorial  authori- 
ties without  the  order  or  assent  of  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  Union. 
Ordinarily,  on  special  exigencies  arising,  to  which  the  regular  troop* 
were  deemed  inadequate,  and  it  was  considered  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  the  volunteer  militia,  the  usual  course  has  been  for  the 
commanding  officer  to  make  his  requisition  on  the  executive  of  the 
State  or  Territory  for  a  certain  number  of  companies,  &c. ;  and  upon 
compliance  with  that  requisition,  the  volunteers  bo  turnished  were 
mustered  into  tbe  service  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  not  come  to  my  knowledge  that  any  seirice  is  claimed  for 
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compaoies  tbat  were  not  enroUed,  or  whose  BervioeB  were  oot,  at  some 
time  or  other,  either  before  or  after  the  service,  "recogmxed  and 
accepted"  by  the  territorial  authorities  or  the  legislature  ;  although 
there  may  be  some  who  were  not,  for  any  coosiderable  period,  abaeut 
from  home,  or  engaged  in  actual  service  in  tke  Jidd,  but  wbo,  od  tbe 
contrary,  were  all,  or  a  portion  of  the  time,  ai  their  homes,  and 
engaged  tn  their  ordinary  avocationa.  Such  was  tbe  opinion  expressed 
in  my  former  report  with  reference  to  ortaia  companiex  that  did  not 
appear  to  have  left  their  homes,  or  to  be  within  the  range  of  active 
hostilities  ;  bnt  they  appear,  nevertheless,  to  have  been  "recognized 
and  accepted  by  the  territorial  authorities,"  and  reported  for  pay  by 
the  commissioners. 

I  have  concluded,  therefore,  not  to  exclude  any  of  the  companies 
reported  by  the  commissioners,  or  to  change  the  period  for  which  they 
are  reported  aa  entitled  to  pay  ;  bnt  to  assume,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
report,  that,  as  to  the  duration  of  service,  and  the  fact  of  such  "  ser- 
vice" having  been  called  for  and  "  recognized  and  accepted  by  the 
territorial  authorities,"  tbe  rolls  are  correct.  I  deem  it  proper,  how- 
ever, to  suggest,  in  this  connexion,  that,  in  any  provisiou  that  may 
bo  made  for  Snal  payment  of  these  claims,  authority  should  be  given 
to  reject  all  such  as  shall  not  appear  to  have  been  engaged  in  actual 
service,  as  contradistinguished  from  mere  enrolment  and  organization 
for  purposes  of  local  defence  consequent  on  a  state  of  alarm,  and 
which  patriotic  citizens  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  resort  to  for 
tlie  protection  of  their  property,  without  thereby  becoming  entitled  to 
be  subsisted,  clothed,  and  paid  by  the  general  government  until  such 
time  as  the  alarm  had  passed  off  and  pretext  for  such  organization  no 
longer  remained. 

Whether  or  not  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States  were  inade- 
quate to  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  tbe  inhabitants;  whether  or  not  more  voluDteers  were 
called  out  than  were  actually  needed  or  could  be  advantageously 
employed ;  whether  they  were  called  out  at  an  improper  time,  and 
continued  in  the  service  longer  than  was  necessary  and  when  tbe 
occasion  that  required  their  services  had  passed  away — these  are 
questions  that  addressed  themselves  to  the  consideration  of  the  terri- 
torial authorities  at  tbe  time ;  and  whatever  ground  there  may  have 
been  for  differences  of  opinion  amon^t  those  cognizaDt  of  ail  the 
facts,  I  have  not  felt  authorized  to  go  mto  them.  The  only  questions 
that  I  considered  as  embraced  in  the  scope  of  my  inquiries,  with 
regard  to  the  services  of  the  volunteers,  were,  first,  as  to  the  fact  of 
their  having  been  ' '  called  out  and  accepted  by  the  territorial  author- 
ities," and,  second,  as  to  the  fact  of  "actual  service"  having  been 
rendered  as  reported.  This  latter  branch  of  inquiry  I  have  been 
unable  to  investigate  satisfactorily,  for  reasons  herein  sot  forth. 

By  tbe  second  clause  of  the  resolution  I  was  directed  to  "allow  to 
the  volunteers  engaged  in  said  service  no  higher  pay  and  allowances 
than  were  given  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  equal  grade  at  that  period 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  including  the  extra  pay  of  two 
dollars  per  month  given  to  troops  serving  on  the  Pacific  by  the  act  of 
eijfhteen  hundred  and  fifty-two."  ^      CiOO'jk' 
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The  commissioners  in  their  report  allowed  two  dollars  per  day  to 
all  the  volunteers,  and  to  such  as  were  mounted  two  dollare  per  day 
additional  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  horaea.  This  action,  t^ey 
stated,  was  based  on  an  act  of  the  territorial  legislature  of  Oregos 
which  asNembled  in  December,  1855.  It  has  already  been  eeen  that 
the  ninth  regiment  of  Oregon  militia  had  been  disbanded  nearly  » 
month  before  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  that  the  twoTolun- 
teer  regiments  were  called  out  and  enrolled  more  than  a  month  before 
the  legislature  met.  The  act  relerred  to  contained  the  followins 
provisions:  • 

Sec  4.  "Whenever  such  volunteers  are  called  and  received  iotn 
the  service  of  the  Territory  by  virtue  of  this  act,  each  noo-commiBsione'l 
oflBcer  and  private  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  two  dollars  per  day  ami 
rations,  and  two  dollars  per  day  for  the  U9e  and  risk  of  his  horse, 
except  for  horses  actually  killed  in  action,  unavoidably  lost,  or  reporteil 
unfit  for  service  and  turned  over  to  the  quarteriaaster,  in  which  case 
the  owner  shall  receive  the  appraised  value  thereof;  and  all  commi,"- 
sioned  officers  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  officers  of  the  same  rank 
in  tbe  army  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  commissioned 
officers  shall  receive  the  same  pay  for  use  and  risk  of  horses  as  nou- 
commissioned  officers." 

Sec.  5.  "This  act,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  pay  of  vohn- 
teers,  aball  be  so  construed  as  to  apply  to  all  who  have  been  ioitie 
service  of  the  Territory  since  the  commencement  of  the  existing  Indian 
war,  and  it  shall  also  extend  to  the  services  of  the  9th  regiment  ol 
Oregon  militia  while  in  service  in  said  war." 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  action  was  had  by  the  territorial  legis- 
lature of  Washington  on  the  subject  of  pay,  further  than  to  memo- 
rialize Congress,  which  they  did  by  memorial  under  date  of  January 
9,  185R,  wherein  they  requested  Congress  to  grant  that  "  as  a  reran- 
neration  for  service  each  man,  foot  or  mounted,  shall  be  entitled  to, 
and  shall  receive,  a  land  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  to  be  located  on  any  of  the  public  lands  belonging  to  the  Dniled 
States,  and  that  each  volunteer  soldier  serving  on  toot  receive  for  hi? 
services  the  sum  of  four  dollars  per  day,  and  each  mounted  soldier  the 
sum  of  five  dollars  per  day." — (House  of  Keps.  Mis.  Doc.  No.  64, 
34th  Congress,  1st  session.) 

The  amount  due  for  pay  of  the  volunteers  as  represented  by  the 
rolls  and  reported  by  the  commissioners,  after  deducting  stoppage): 
tor  clothing  and  other  articles  furnished,  is  as  follows: 

Oregon  volunteers: 
Troop  BLTvice,  including  field  and  staff $1,409,604  53 

Washington  volunteers: 

Troop  service,  exclusive  of  field  and  staff. 476,951  8f* 

Staff  departments  and  field  and  staff  employes  en- 
rolled   42,641  If 

Total 1,929,197  SS' 

Id  ezecatiog  this  branch  of  the  resolution,  it  became  neceasary  to 
m^e  oat  new  rolls  for  each  company  reported  as  in  service,  and  to 


CLAOia — OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON.  15 

apply  to  their  period  of  service  the  rates  of  pay,  &c.,  eatabliBhed  by 
law  for  the  same  descriptioo  of  peraoiis  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time,  includiog  the  extra  allowance  of  half  their  pay 
proper^  as  provided  by  the  act  of  31et  August,  1852,  As  none  of  the 
noD'CommiBsioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  regular  army  own  the 
horses  on  which  they  are  mounted  when  performing  duty,  there  are 
no  existing  laws  prescribing  the  rates  of  allowance  tor  the  "  use  and 
risk"  of  such  horses.  -Such  an  allowance,  however,  has  always  been 
granted  to  mounted  votunteers,  whet  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  furnishing  their  own  horaes.  By  "  An  act  to  provide  ibr  the  pay- 
ment of  volunteers  and  militia  corps  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,"  approved  Mirch  19, 1836,  and  still  in  force,  it  is  provided  that 
"  each  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  artificer  and  private,  of  all 
mounted  companieu  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  forage  in  kind  for  one 
horse,  with  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  thereof,"  &c.  Con- 
sidering that  it  was  not  intended  to  deprive  the  volunteers  who  furnish- 
ed their  own  horses  of  compensation  therefor,  I  allowed  to  each  of  them 
the  rate  of  forty  cents  per  day,  as  fixed  in  the  above-recited  act,  as 
well  as  the  value  in  money  of  the  clothing  allowed  to  the  same  class 
of  persons  of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  To  the  commissioned  offl- 
cera  werp  allowed  the  same  pay  and  allowances  of  officers  of  correspond- 
ing grades  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  up  to  the  30th  J  une,  1856, 
and  subsequently  to  that  time  the  increased  rates  allowed  by  the  act  ap- 
proved 2lBt  February,  1857.  A  table  showing  the  rates  of  pay  allowed 
officers  and  privates  will  be  found  accompanying  this  report.  The 
raok  and  number  of  the  field  and  staff  are  in  accordance  with  the  organ- 
ization of  tbe  army  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war,  and  any  officer, 
or  number  of  officers  of  higher  rank,  or  beyond  what  is  recognized  by 
said  organization,  has  been  reduced  accordingly.  Similar  reductions 
have  been  made,  in  a  few  instances,  in  the  officers  of  small  squads  of 
men  called  "companies,"  After  the  date  of  discharge  of  the  last  of 
the  volunteers,  no  staff  or  other  officers,  except  quartermasters  and 
commissaries,  have  been  reported  for  pay ;  and  after  said  time  the 
commissaries  and  quartermasiers  have  been  allowed,  with  their  clerks, 
three  months  additional  to  make  out  and  close  their  accounts,  Quar- 
lermastcra  and  commissaries,  where  they  appear  to  have  been  actually 
doing  duty  and  to  have  rendered  accounts,  have  been  recognized.  The 
nature  ol  tbe  service  in  a  sparsely  settled  country  is  presumed  to  have 
required  the  number  actually  on  duty.  Some  of  them  have,  however, 
been  reduced  in  rank  and,  of  course,  as  to  pay,  while  a  few  others  who 
seem  to  have  performed  no  duty,  and  rendered  no  returns,  have  been 
Btrtcktn  off  entirely.  In  these  latter  cages  the  duties  appear  to  have 
been  discharged  by  the  captains  of  the  companies,  and  tbe  returns 
rendered  by  them;  they  have  therefore  been  allowed  the  additional 
compensation  of  |20  per  month  for  the  performance  of  such  duties. 
On  many  of  the  rolls  the  soldiers  are  certified  to  have  performed  extra 
duty,  in  the  erection  of  block-houses  and  other  continuous  labor,  for  a 
period  exceeding  ten  days,  and  also  to  have  been  entitled  to  mileage 
trom  their  homes  to  places  of  muster  into  service,  and  from  places  of 
discharge  home,  for  which  no  allowance  has  been  reported  by  theoom- 
oiissioners.     In  this  report,  assimilating  them  to  volunteers  regalarly- 
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in  the  service,  ander  the  act  of  1836,  hefore  referred  to,  both  descrip- 
tions of  allowance  have  been  made  according  to  the  established  rotei. 
Officers  entitled  to  "  commutstion  of  rations"  are  treated  in  all  cues 
as  having  received  one  ration  tn  kind,  as  for  example :  A  captain  is 
entitled  to  i'oar  rations  per  day  ;  he  is  treated  as  having  received  one 
in  kind,  and  allowed  a  money  commutation  for  the  other  three,  and 
so  on  with  the  rest.  No  allowance  tor  officers'  servants,  or  horsee 
beyond  the  number  each  was  entitled  to  beep,  hjive  been  made. 

On  the  rolls  are  noted  "stoppages,"  consisting  of  clothing,  &c., 
issued  to  the  volunteers  and  charged  to  them,  to  be  deducted  from  their 
pay.  The  articles  iasned,  and  the  prices  thereof,  are  not  stated  in  detail. 
It  is  presumed  they  were  charged  to  the  volunteers  at  or  about  the 
prices  agreed  to  he  paid  by  the  purchasing  officers.  The  rate  of  pay 
being  materially  reduced  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  and  the  prices 
charged  for  the  clothing  being  on  a  scale  corresponding  with  every- 
thing ehe,  which  scale,  for  reasons  to  be  set  forth  more  fully  hereafter, 
was  to  some  extent  artificial,  it  would  seem  but  fair  and  reasonable 
that  the  prices  of  clothing  should  be  reduced  to  what  might  be  sup- 
posed the  actual  cash  value.  It  being  impossible  to  fix  specific  prices 
for  the  articles  of  clothing  purchased,  or  to  determine  what  description 
of  articles  was  issued  to  each  individual  and  constituted  the  stoppage 
against  his  pay,  I  concluded  to  allow  an  average  deduction  from  these 
stoppages  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  on  the  amount  with  which  he  was 
charged.  The  balance  remaining  after  this  deduction  was  estopped 
against  his  pay,  the  same  as  if  the  amount  had  been  paid  him  in  cash. 
It  was  in  fact  so  much  advanced  on  account  of  his  services — not  in 
cash,  but  in  clothing,  and  has  been  so  treated  by  the  purchasing 
officers  as  well  as  the  commissioners.  There  is  an  allowance  of  three 
dollars  and  eighty-six  cents  a  month  for  cavalry,  and  three  dollars 
and  sixty-seven  cents  for  inlantry,  made  for  dothing  to  soldiers  in  tbe 
regular  service,  in  addition  to  their  pay  proper.  This  allowance  has 
been  included  in  the  rates  for  monthly  pay,  and  the  volunteers  hare 
all  bad  the  benefit  of  it  in  the  calculations  of  amounts  due  them  for 
pay  under  the  resolution. 

Applying  army  rates  to  tue  rolls  as  presented  by  the  commissioners, 
the  amounts  tound  due  to  officers  and  soldiers  for  pay  proper,  use  and 
risk  of  horses,  commutation  for  clothing,  &c.,  after  deducting  the 
stoppages,  are  as  Ibllows : 

On  Oregon  rolls $363,947  03 

On  Washington  rolls 158,332  70 

Total 621,379  73 


For  particnlars  as  to  rates  of  pay,  amonut  due  each  oompaoy,  &e., 
see  tabular  statements  appended  to  this  report. 

The  third  clause  of  tbe  resolutioD  is  as  follows : 

3d.  "  No  pereoD  either  in  the  military  or  in  the  civil  service  of  the 
United  States  or  of  said  Territories  shall  be  paid  for  his  services  in 
more  than  one  employmeot  or  capacity  for  the  Bame  jwnp^,9f.t>ine, 
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and  all  sacb  double  or  triple  allowances  for  pay  as  appears  ia  said 
accouDtB  shall  be  rejected." 

In  my  letters  of  inqniry  addressed  to  tbe  goveroor  of  Uregon  aad 
actiDg  governor  of  Washington,  I  requested  eacb  of  them  to  furnish  me 
vith  ' '  the  names  of  all  officers  and  persons  in  the  civil  service  of  said 
Territory  who  were  engaged  id  said  volunteer  service,  specifying  in 
each  case  the  position  held  by  sach  person  in  the  civil  service,  with 
the  salary  or  emoluments  attached  thereto,  and  the  capacity  in  which 
such  persons  were  employed  or  served  in  said  volunteer  service." 

The  governor  of  Oregon,  in  his  reply  to  this  branch  of  my  inqniries, 
says  :  "I  do  not  recollect,  in  looking  over  the  rolla^  of  any  officers  or 
persons  in  tbe  civil  service  of  the  Territory  who  were  at  the  same  time 
engaged  in  the  volunteer  service,  except  in  the  case  of  Assistant  Quar- 
termaster General  John  McCracken,  who  I  believe  was  at  that  time 
holding  a  commission  as  United  States  marshal  of  tbe  Territory.  The 
civil  office  was  a  source  of  no  profit  to  him ,  as  the  salary  was  nominal, 
and  the  dnties  were  performed  mostly  by  deputies,  who  received  all  be 
made  by  way  of  emoluments." 

From  the  acting  governor  of  Washington,  as  before  stated,  no  reply 
has  been  received. 

I  also  addressed  letters  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  Inte- 
rior Departments,  the  Postmaster  and  Attorney  General,  requesting 
the  names  of  all  persons  whatever  that  held  any  appointment  in 
aaid  Territories,  by  or  through  their  respective  departments,  to  which 
a  pecnnjary  compensation  was  attached  from  the  Ist  day  of  October, 
1k»6,  to  the  Slat  of  December,  1856 ;  the  capacity  or  employment  and 
the  amount  of  compensation  of  each,  and  from  each  of  these  depart- 
ments full  lists  were  furnished  as  requested. 

In  Oregon  the  double  payments  in  consequence  of  claims  for  services 
alleged  to  have  been  rendered  in  different  capacities  at  the  same  time 
amonnt  to  $28,733  67,  and  this  amount  of  claims  has  been  disallowed 
under  the  operation  of  this  branch  of  the  resolution.  These  claims 
were  principally  for  services  reported  to  have  been  rendered  by  per- 
BOD8  wbo  were  at  the  same  time  Dome  on  the  rolls  of  companies  and 
reported  for  pay  as  employes.  In  all  such  cases  the  pay  was  allowed 
for  the  military  service,  as  shown  on  the  roll,  and  the  service  claimed 
to  have  been  rendered  in  the  other  capacity,  as  mechanic,  teamster, 
packer,  &c.,  was  disallowed.  In  Washington  Territory  the  disallow- 
ances in  consequence  of  persons  beiag  reported  for  pay  in  more  than 
one  capacity  amounted  to  $29,952  69.  There  were  also  claims  for 
aervioes  of  persons  who  were  employed  and  paid  in  the  "civil  ser- 
vice" for  the  same  period,  amounting  to  $20,224  08,  which  were  dis- 
allowed. Total  disallowances  under  this  clause  of  the  resolution, 
$78,910  24.  These  disallowances,  in  consequence  of  the  claimants 
having  been  engaged  in  the  "  civil  service,"  have  been  confined  to 
such  officers  or  persons  as  were  in  receipt  of  an  annual  salary,  or  a 
monthly  or  per  dtem  compensation  for  the  period  in  question.  It  has 
not  applied  to  persons  acting  in  the  capacity  of  postmasters,  or  holding 
other  positions  of  such  character. 

The  fourth  clause  of  the  resolution  is  as  follows : 
4th.  '*  That  in  auditing  the  claims  for  supplies,  transportation,  and . 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  11 2 
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other  BerviceB  incurred  for  the  maiotenanoe  of  said  Tolnnteers,  he  is 
directed  to  have  a  due  regard  to  the  Dumber  of  said  troops,  to  their 
period  of  eervice,  and  to  the  prices  cnrront  in  the  country  at  the  time, 
and  not  to  report  said  service  hejond  the  time  actually  engaged 
therein,  nor  to  recognize  supplies  beyond  a  reasonable  approzimatioD 
to'  the  proportions  and  descriptions  authorized  by  ezistiDg  laws  and 
regnlations  for  such  troops,  taking  into  coDsideratioo  the  aatnre  and 
peculiarities  of  the  service." 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  claims  for  supplies,  transportation, 
property  furnished,  employes  oi  various  descriptions,  and  other  lia- 
bilitieB  incurred  in  the  maiutenatice  of  said  volunteers,  as  reported  by 
the  commissioners,  and  exclusive  of  amounts  reported  for  pay  proper 
of  voluDt«erB,  and  for  use  and  risk  of  their  horses,  was  as  iollows : 

Oregon $3,040,344  80 

Washington 9«1,8S2  39 

4,002,227  1» 
To  which  odd  ezcese  of  account  of  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral Drew,  not  embraced  in  their  first  report,  but  set 
down  at  $333,600,  as  an  "  approximate  estimate," 
afterwards  reported  at  $413,632  58.     Excess 80,032  58 


Total ; 4,082,259  TT 

The  papers  comprising  these  claims  coosist  principally  of  rolls  of 
employes,  in  various  capacities,  such  as  clerks,  agents,  teamsters, 
heraers,  packers,  mechanics,  &g.,  and  accounts,  vouchers,  &c.,  for 
articles  of  property  and  supplies  purchased  or  hired  and  services  ren- 
dered, all  of  which  are  prepared  in  due  and  proper  form.  As  stated 
in  my  former  report,  "  their  authority  rests  almost  solely  on  the  cei- 
tiflcates  of  officers,  original  papers  being  furnished  in  bnt  Tery  few 
instances.'  The  accounts  of  many  of  the  officers,  as  will  be  seen,  are 
certified  by  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  generals  as  being  cor- 
rect and  just,  according  to  original  reports  and  certificates  of  sndi 
officers,  and  stated  to  ce  on  file  in  their  ofBces.  The  evidence  ot 
indebtedness  went  before  the  commissioners  generally  on  report  of  tie 
quartermaster  and  commissary  generals.  Whether  or  not  the  ex- 
penses were  incorred  necesearily,  or  the  property  expended  in  a  pro^ 
manner  by  the  snhordinates,  whether  they  were,  in  fact,  wholly  in- 
curred or  were  partly  constructive  or  simulated,  could  only  be  deter- 
mined by  the  commissioners.  It  may  not  he  doubted  that  the  qaai* 
termaster  and  commissary  general  reported  to  them  the  tma  state  of 
subordinate  accounts  as  received  by  them.  Yet  there  ia  nothing 
amon^  the  papers  to  test  their  representations,  and  certainly  nothing 
by  which  to  ascertain  whether  the  subordinates  did  or  did  not  make 
faithful  returns.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  commissioners  were 
satisfied  on  these  points,  for  they  approved  everything,  only  nklnciDS 
rates,  and  no  reasons  were  given  amongst  the  papers  for  even  that.' 

The  commissioners  in  their  report  detail  their  mode  of  action  as 
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"  Id  examiaing  into  the  amount  of  ezpeuBes  necessarilj  incaired  for 
tbe  maintenance  of  these  volunteer  forces,  the  commiBsion  deemed  it 
proper,  ander  the  anthority  contained  in  the  order  organizing  the 
board,  to  visit  extensively  hoth  Territories,  with  a  view  of  being 
informed  fully  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  tbe  late  Indian  hostilities, 
tbe  means  employed  for  their  snppression,  tbe  rates  of  labor,  the 
prices  current  of  property  famished  tbe  s:ime,  and  the  facilities  and 
expense  of  transportation. 

"  Tbe  ofGcers  of  the  staff  departments  of  the  late  volunteer  service 
were  visited,  and  tbe  mode  of  doing  husincss  and  the  integrity  of  the 
acconnts  inquired  into.  Irregularities  and  imperfections  were,  of 
course,  to  be  found,  but  to  a  leas  extent  than  might  have  been  antici- 
pated. 

"  The  commission,  on  pursuing  its  inquiries  into  the  character  and 
extent  of  soch  liabilities,  first  took  up  the  vouchers  and  examined 
each  in  detail  with  reference  to — 1st,  its  being  genuine  and  suffi- 
ciently authenticated  ;  2d,  the  hind  of  property  or  services  embraced, 
whether  or  not  proper  or  necessary,  under  the  circumstances,  for  mili- 
tary purposes  to  which  devoted  ;  and  3d,  tbe  rate  of  compensation 
allowed  or  contracted  for. 

*'  Frequent  conferences  were  had  with  officers  and  agents  who  origi- 
nated these  vouchers,  and  with  the  parties  claimant,  in  all  cases  admit- 
ting of  doubt  as  to  the  regularity  and  integrity  of  tbe  claims,  and, 
when  necessary,  tbe  sworn  statement  of  disinterested  persons  hav» 
been  taken. 

"  Such  claims  and  items  in  any  claim  as  were  based  upon  the  fur- 
nishing of  property  or  labor  not  netiCHsary  or  proper  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  volunteer  forces,  have  been  rejected. 

"  In  passing  upon  the  rates  of  compensation  and  allowances,  the 
commission  took  into  consideration  tbe  various  market  prices  of  the 
different  sections  of  country  embraced  in  tbe  field  of  operations  during 
tbe  late  Indian  war,  and  established,  on  the  statements  and  testimony 
of  the  most  competent  witnesses,  carefully  adjusted  prices  current  of 
the  several  local  markets.  With  these  rates  as  a  guide,  each  voucher 
waa  examined   with  reference  to  tbe  sums  therein  allowed  for  the 

firoperty  or  service  described.  In  all  cases  where  there  existed  estab- 
isbed  rates  for  particular  kinds  of  property  in  a  district,  and  the  ratea 
in  the  voucher  were  excessive,  a  deduction  was  recommended  and  en- 
dorsed thereon.  In  cases  where  rates  were  not  excessive,  the  voucher 
was  endorsed  '  approved.' 

*'  Many  of  the  claims  were  for  kinds  of  property  which  could  not 
admit  of  action  upon  any  fixed  basis,  in  which  cases  particular  inqui- 
riea  have  been  made  in  adjusting  the  amount  aUoved." 

Farsuing  my  investigations  in  the  same  order,  the  first  inquiry  in 
taking  up  a  claim  would  be  as  to  "  its  being  genuine  and  sufficiently 
aatfaenticated."  On  this  point  I  have  already  remarked  that  it  is 
next  to  impossible  for  me  to  distinguish  spurious  or  simulated  claims, 
if  there  be  any  such,  from  those  that  are  genuine.  They  all  rest  on 
tbe  same  basis  and  bear  tbe  same  evidence  of  authenticity — the  certi- 
ficates of  the  proper  officers  and  the  approval  of  the  commissioners, 
Kren  if  I  had  doubts  as  to  the  integrity  of  a  claim,  in  the  present 
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condition  of  the  papers,  and  with  the  information  in  my  possesBion,  I 
conld  not  demonstrate  that  it  was  false  or  fabricated.  The  ngQal  tests 
applied  in  the  examination  of  accounts  of  disbursing  ofBcers  of  the 
regular  army  cannot  be  resorted  to  in  these  accounts  :  first,  because 
the  original  papers  are  not  furniahed,  but  copies  in  nearly  all  cases; 
and  secondly,  the  property  accounts  rendered  by  regular  officers 
show  the  application  to  the  public  service  by  proper  issues  according 
to  regulations,  or  other  expenditures,  whilst  these  officers  in  msuy 
cases  render  no  property  accounts  at  all,  and  in  most  cases  those 
rendered  are  unsatisfactory,  and  fail  to  show  the  application  of  the 
property  to  the  service.  In  many  cases  large  quantities  of  property, 
supplies,  &c.,  are  turned  over,  in  bulk,  to  captains  of  companies  sad 
other  officers,  who  render  no  accounis  ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  tell 
what  actually  became  of  such  property,  or  in  what  manner  it  was  dis- 
posed of. 

The  commissioners,  in  their  report  on  this  point,  say  : 

'■The  authorities  of  the  Territory  of  Wasnington  have  not  beeo 
able  to  present,  in  any  regular  or  tabular  form,  satisfactory  accounti 
of  the  disbursement  or  use  of  such  pnblic  property  as  was  actually  ei- 
pended  in  the  public  service.  In  the  absence  of  which,  the  coid- 
mission,  in  addition  to  the  personal  examination  of  the  board  in  the 
premises,  has  required  sworn  statements  of  such  officers,  chief  td 
subordinate,  as  were  charged  during  the  service  with  the  same, 
touching  the  disposition  of  such  property. 

"  In  the  Territory  of  Oregon  this  department  of  their  acconntais 
faller  and  more  regular  in  form,  aa  far  as  the  accounting  in  this  pa> 
ticular  extends.  Authentic  data,  however,  exist  upon  which  tepcitt 
accounting  for  all  used  and  expended  in  the  public  service  can  be 
made  and  furnished  at  au  early  day,  which,  on  the  advice  of  the  com- 
mission, will  he  done.  In  the  meantime  the  Territory  stands  cbu^ 
able  therewith." 

The  "  sworn  statements"  and  "testimony"  referred  to  by  the  com- 
missioners as  having  been  taken  by  them  in  cases  admitting  of  donb: 
as  to  the  regulaity  and  integrity  of  the  claims,  and  on  which  they 
established  "  prices  current,"  not  baviug  been  transmitted  to  theJf- 

Eartment  with  the  other  papers  pertaining  to  the  claims,  hut  bafinj! 
een  retained  by  the  commissioners,  on  the  14th  March  I  address^i 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  setting  forth  the  fact?,  and  requeslins 
that  an  order  be  obtained  directing  the  commissioners  to  transmit  all 
Buch  evidence,  documents,  &c.,  relating  to  said  claims,  as  had  been 
retained  by  them,  to  me,  which  order  was  promptly  given  by  the  Se^ 
retary  of  War.  Copies  of  my  letter  and  the  order  ot  the  Secretary  ol 
War  endorsed  thereon  were  immediately  transmitted  to  each  of  the 
commissioners. 

Captain  B.  Ingalls,  United  States  army,  in  his  reply,  under  date 
of  August  5,  says  : 

"The  commission  retained  no  papers  or  proofs  which  are  of  an  offi- 
cial character.  I  hold  here  only  a  journal  of  the  sessions  of  the  com- 
mission in  brief,  which  contains  copies  of  letters  and  reports,  minuta 
of  adjournments  and  meetings.  There  is  nothing  of  the  character 
you  require  in  my  possession.    The  sworn  statements  referred  to  in 
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the  report  of  the  commisBion,  going  to  justify  the  nse  and  expendi- 
ture of  public  property  in  Washington  Territory,  were  forwarded 
with  the  other  papers  of  the  commisaion ;  you  have  the  original  dov 
in  yonr  office.  Aa  to  the  prices  current  Gstablished  by  the  commisstoa 
for  the  principal  points  in  both  territories  where  supplies  were  mainly 
purchased,  I  have  to  say  that  they  were  arrauged  and  arrived  at,  aa 
stated  in  the  report,  upon  the  '  statements  and  testiniQny  of  the  most 
competent  witnesses. '  The  statements  referred  to  consisted  of  written 
commnnications  from  the  most  reliable  merchants  and  business  men 
of  standing  living  at  the  various  localities  in  the  two  Territories,  and 
of  08  disinterested  a  character  as  possible ;  but  being  of  an  informal 
nature,  and  forming  no  legitimate  part  of  the  necessary  record,  were 
not  preserved.  The  testimony  taken  by  the  commission  on  the  rates 
to  be  allowed  for  property,  services,  &0.,  was  oral,  and  from  wit- 
nesses brought  before  the  commisaion  in  person." 

In  my  former  report  I  suggested  that  the  prices  allowed  by  the  com- 
missioners for  property,  labor,  and  supplies,  seemed  to  be  very  high, 
and,  from  a  slight  examination  of  the  accounts  of  disbursing  ofScers 
of  the  United  States,  stationed  in  these  Territories,  were  believed  to 
be  above  what  had  been  paid  for  similar  descriptions  of  property  or 
labor  for  the  United  States  service.  It  was  with  special  reference  to 
this  branch  of  the  subject  that  I  desired  the  "statements  and  test- 
mony  of  the  most  competent  witnesses,"  who,  the  commissioners 
stated,  hod  been  before  them,  and  from  which  evidence,  aided  by  their 
own  personal  knowledge,  they  stated  they  had  prepared  the  ''prices 
current"  by  which  they  were  guided  in  fixing  the  prices  to  be  allowed 
on  the  different  descriptions  of  claims.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
that  these  statements  were  of  such  "  an  informal  nature"  as  to  be 
considered  by  the  commissioners  as  "  forming  no  legitimate  part  of 
the  necessary  record,"  and  therefore  "  were  not  preserved"  by  them. 
With  a  view  also  of  eliciting  further  information,  I  addressed  letters 
of  inquiry  to  prominent  individuals  of  the  civil  and  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  as  well  aa  of  tho  Territories  of  Oregon  and 
Washington,  who  resided  or  had  been  there  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  hostilities,  requesting  all  the  information  in  their  possession 
on  each  of  the  branches  of  expenditure  embraced  in  the  claims  and 
specified  in  the  resolution.  In  all  these  letters  information  was  re- 
quested with  special  reference  to  the  following  points  : 

Ist.  "  The  prevailing  prices  for  cash,  during  the  lastquarter  of  the 
year  1855  and  the  first  and  second  quarters,  respectively,  of  the  year 
1856,  of  leading  articles  of  supplies,  property,  &c.,  such  as  horses, 
mules,  oxen,  hay,  oats,  beef,  pork,  floor,  potatoes,  sugar,  and  such 
other  articles  as  were  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  service  in  the 
localities  in  which  you  were  situated,  or  had  the  means  of  knowing 
from  personal  knowledge." 

2d.  "  The  difference,  if  any,  in  the  prices  of  such  articles  of  prop- 
erty, supplies,  merchandise,  &c.,  as  were  purchased  for  the  volunteer 
.seririce,  or  tho  compensation  of  persons  for  services  rendered  in  various 
capacities  in  connexion  therewith,  as  paid  for  or  agreed  to  be  paid  for 
in  what  is  termed  'scrip,'  or  certificates  of  indebtedness;  and  the 
prices  at  which  such  property,  supplies,  labor,  &c.,  conld  aaTO-beeti  i  ^ 
obtained  at  the  time,  if  paid  for  in  oowA."  -  '    *--^OO^K' 
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And  in  a  portion  of  the  letters,  viz :  those  addreesed  to  the  civU 
ofiicerB  of  the  Territory,  another  point  of  inquiry  waa  added : 

3d.  "  The  rate  of  discount,  if  any,  at  which  said  '  scrip'  or  certifi- 
cates of  indehtedness  sold  or  passed  from  hand  to  hand  in  the  trans- 
action of  bufiinesB  during  said  period  ;  also  whether,  in  conseqoeace 
of  the  clause  inserted  in  said  'scrip'  or  certificates  that  payment 
would  only  he  made  '  whenever  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
ehall,  by  appropriation,  provide  for  the  payment  thereof,'  a  higher 
ecale  of  prices  did  not  prevail  in  the  purchase  of  property,  supplies, 
&c.,  and  in  the  compensation  for  services,  than  would  nave  prevuled 
had  payment  been  made  at  the  time  in  cash." 

To  each  of  the  persons  addressed,  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  teso- 
lution,  and  of  my  former  report,  and  requested,  in  addition  to  that  al- 
ready specified,  "any  information  in  your  possession,  with  reference 
to  branches  of  the  resolution  of  the  House,  other  than  those  before  re- 
ferred to,  that  would  throw  light  upon  the  subject,  or  aid  me  in  ar- 
riving at  correct  conclusions  relative  thereto ;  my  object  in  addressing 
yon  being  to  obtain  all  the  information  available  on  the  subject." 

The  folio  wing- named  persons,  who  are,  or  have  been,  connected 
with  the  civil  service  in  those  Territories,  and,  from  their  position, 
were  presumed  to  be  somewhat  acquainted  with  the  matters  referred 
to,  were  amongst  those  addressed,  viz  :  Hon.  J,  Whittaker,  governor 
of  Oregon  ;  Hon,  Charles  H.  Mason,  acting  governor  of  Washington; 
A.  J.  Thayer,  esq  ,  district  attorney  ;  E,  Grary,  esq.,  superintendeot 
of  Indian  affairs ;  Joel  Palmer,  esq.,  and  J.  W,  Nesmilh,  esq.,  lftt« 
superintendents  of  Indian  afTaire,  Oregon  ;  E.  Lander,  chief  justice ; 
F.  A.  Chenoneth,  associate  justice,  and  J.  S,  Van  Cleave,  district  at- 
torney, Washington.  From  the  governor  of  Oregon  a  reply  has 
been  received.  Mr,  Van  Cleave,  the  district  attorney  for  Washing- 
ton, acknowledged  the  Receipt  of  my  letter,  but  stated  that  he  "le- 
sided  in  a  part  of  the  Territory  remote  from  the  seat  of  war,  from 
which  no  supplies  were  drawn,  and  but  few  volunteers  raised,"  and, 
consequently,  was  unable  to  furnish  any  information.  Mr.  Grary, 
superintendent  of  Indian  afTairs,  Oregon,  replied,  under  date  of  22d 
July  last,  that  he  would  give  "  early  and  full  attention  to  the  sab- 
ject,"  but  nothing  further  has  been  heard  from  him.  From  the  others, 
DO  reply  whatever  has  been  received,  except  from  Gov.  Mason,  as  be- 
fore stated.  Affidavits  of  various  persons  accompanied  the  letters  of 
the  governor  of  Oregon,  and  will  be  found  with  the  papers  accompa- 
Djing  this  report.  They  are,  of  course,  all  ex  parte,  and  are  in  nearlj, 
if  not  quite  all  cases,  of  persons  interested  as  claimants  for  servioee 
rendered,  or  property  or  supplies  furnished,  during  the  hostilities. 
The  governor  certifies  that  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  nearly  all 
of  the  persons,  and  that  they  are  "  men  of  character  and  integrity, 
and  whose  business  transactions  at  the  time  well  qualified  them  to 
know  the  value  of  property," 

I  hare  had  great  difficulty  in  satisfactorily  executing  this  branch  of 
the  resolution.  As  has  already  been  seen,  the  circumstaccea  attend- 
ing this  service,  in  each  of  those  Territories,  were  peculiar,  and  to 
some  extent  artificial.  The  civil  authorities  of  th«  Territories  con- 
sidered it  their  duty  to  call  out  volunteers  on  jtheirov^^^^^f^bility. 
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and  independent  of  the  regulEU"  service.  So  far  as  appears,  no 
anthoritf  was  given  at  any  time  during  the  progress  of  these  hostil- 
ities by  the  Executive  of  the  general  government,  nor  were  the  ser- 
vices of  the  volunteers  recognized  hy  it.  Conseanently,  there  was  no 
provision  for  their  maintenance  in  the  field,  either  by  issues  of  pro- 
visions or  sapplies  of  any  description,  out  of  appropriations  made  for 
the  army  of  the  United  States.  They  were,  therefore,  thrown  on  their 
own  resources.  Being  destitute  of  money  with  which  to  prosecute  the 
hostilities,  it  became  necessary  to  resort  to  expedients  to  defray  ex- 
penses incurred  and  liabilities  contracted.  On  this  point,  the  com- 
missioners gay : 

"For  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  troops  with  quartermaster's, 
commissary's,  and  medical  supplies,  as  well  as  the  means  of  transport- 
attoD,  the  ofBcers  and  agents  of  the  several  staff  departments  of  the 
late  volunteer  service  made  such  purchases  of  property  and  employed 
such  labor  as  was  deemed  necessary,  and  was  required  by  the  proper 
aathorities.  Such  purchases  were  made,  and  such  labor  was  perform- 
ed, OQ  trust ;  the  faith  of  the  Territories  being  pledged  to  the  pay- 
ment of  liabilities  arising  therefrom. 

"  Certificates  of  purchase,  and  of  services  rendered,  were  issued 
^nerally  in  duplicate,  one  of  which  was  held  by  the  claimant  aud 
the  other  retained  by  the  officer  or  agent.  These  certificates  generally 
contained  a  statement  of  character,  and  the  qnality  of  the  property 
purchased,  or  the  kind  of  services  rendered,  and  the  rates  and  amount 
agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  same,  being  authenticated  in  various  forms, 
according  to  the  manner  of  doing  business  in  the  different  offices  of 
the  departments  in  the  two  Territoiies.  These  retained  duplicates,  as 
Touchers,  have  formed  the  basis  of  the  exhibits  made  by  the  Territo- 
ries of  their  total  liabilities  incurred  for  labor  furnished  to  the  military 
service." 

It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that,  under  such  circumstances,  in  a  new 
aad  sparsely-settled  country,  a  general  state  of  alarm  prevailing,  and 
QAcertainty  existing  as  to  when  payment  of  liabilities  thus  incurred 
might  reasonably  be  expected,  prices  should  be  demanded  for  every- 
thing required,  much  higher  than  would  otherwise  have  been  asked. 
Indeed^  ^is  would  seem  to  he  a  necessary  consequence  of  such  a  state 
oi  facts.  But  it  does  not  appear  in  my  investigation  that  even  "  the 
iaith  of  the  Territories"  was  "pledged  to  the  payment  of  liabilities" 
thus  incurred,  as  stated  by  the  commissioners.  On  the  contrary,  the 
certificates,  or  "scrip,"  appears,  in  most  cases  that  have  fallen  under 
my  observation,  to  have  contained  a  clause  that  the  amounts  repre- 
seDt«d  to  be  due  would  be  payable  when  the  Congreaa  of  the  United 
SteUea  shovtd  appropriate  the  money  ;  thus  relieving  the  Territory  from 
liability  to  payment,  and  compelling  the  holder  to  look  for  his  reim- 
bursement to  another  authority,  ana  that  even  based  on  a  remote  and 
nncertain  contingency.  In  general  order  No.  1,  dated  15th  October, 
1855,  the  assistant  quartermaster  general  was  directed,  "  by  order  of 
'  the  governor,"  to  purchase  "  1,000  horses  and  mules,  400  saddles  and 
bridles,  100  pack  saddles  and  rigging,  300  guas,"  &c. ;  and  of  cloth- 
io|r  end  other  articles,  "1,500  heavy  blankets,  1,000  heavy  flannel 
flbirta,  1,000  pairs  pants,  1,000  pairs  shoes,  1,000  pairs  sockB."  &o.. 
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"  for  the  lue  of  the  troops  called  ioto  serrica  by  proclamatioD  of  tie 
governor  of  Oregon."  "Sarh  articles  to  be  spproved  and  accepted 
D7  yourself,  and  upon  the  condition  that  the  payment  for  the  same 
will  be  made  from  appropriations  made  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  applied  to  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  campaign,  noder 
said  proclamation." 

It  is  presumed  it  was  the  general  nndetstanding  that  all  liabilitieR 
incnrred  during  the  prosecution  of  the  hostilities  were  to  be  paid 
only  when  an  appropriation  therefor  should  be  made  by  Comgrtu. 
This,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  the  case  in  both  Territories.  These  fxr- 
tificates  issued,  called  "scrip,"  in  the  courseof  time  passed  from 
hand  to  hand,  by  sale  or  in  "barter  trade,"  forming  a  sort  of  circu- 
lating medium;  and  the  amount  thus  thrown  out  being  large,  and 
prospects  of  payment  uncertain,  of  course  depreciated  in  value.  Thus 
the  depreciated  currency,  so  to  call  it,  in  which  the  people  were  paid 
for  their  property  and  services,  necessarily  enhanced,  in  an  inTern 
ratio,  the  prices  at  which  they  were  wilting  to  part  with  their  prop- 
erty in  exchange  for  it.  As  a  standard  of  money,  its  value  was  mcrel; 
nominal,  subject  to  constant  fluctuation,  but  always  below  par. 

On  this  point  the  governor  of  Oregon,  in  his  letter,  says : 

*'Tou  wish  to  know  whether  '  prices  /or  c««A  '  and  scrip  rateBof 
purchase  did  not  differ  from  each  other  during  the  same  current  pe- 
riod of  the  war. 

"There  was  in  many  instances  a  difference,  and  in  some  instance* 
considerable  difference.  Such,  however,  arose  from  the  same  caose,  or 
much  the  same  cause,  as  the  difference  of  prices  in  like  transactioDS  in 
the  Indian  department  an.d  in  the  regular  army. 

"  In  common  with  the  people  of  the  other  States,  our  people  gen- 
erally make  some  difference  in  their  business  transactions  between 
dealing  for  cash  and  dealing  on  time.  There  is  nothing,  however,  in 
this  particular,  or  any  other,  that  I  am  aware  of,  which  should  vitiate 
or  vary  the  allowance  of  the  '  commission '  in  the  premises. 

"  You  wish  to  know  what  rate  of  discount,  if  any,  at  which  the  scrip 
sold  during  the  war.     At  the  commencement  of  the  war  it  sold  at 

fiar  in  barter  trade,  as  far  as  there  were  any  transactions.  There  wu 
ittle  or  no  speculating  or  purchasing  for  cash.  Near  the  close  of  the 
war  scrip  depreciated  in  tne  hands  of  the  holders,  according  to  the 
belief  or  disbelief  that  General  Wool  and  others  would  be  able  to 
defeat  or  delay  the  payment.  The  claims  are  still  largely  held  by 
original  owners,  and  they  have,  at  this  time,  no  market  value,  our 
people  not  being  able  to  determine  whether  the  government  will  ever 
pay;  therefore,  there  are  no  transactions  in  scrip." 

General  Wool, on  the  same  point,  says  that  scrip  was  sold  "as low 
as  ten,  fifteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-five  cents  on 
the  dollar.  Some  was  sold  for  the  rent  of  buildings,  at  the  Dalles,  for 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents  on  the  dollar,  which  the  owner,  I  believe, 
considered  ample  compensation.  One  person  informed  me  that  he  had 
purchased  sixty  thousand  dollars  (|60,000Vof  the  scrip  at  seventeen 
cents  on  the  dollar.  He  thought  the  whole  amount  sold  would  not 
exceed  the  average  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  cents  on  the  dollar," 
Lieutenant  Kantz  says;  ' '  The  credit  system  unquestionably  advanced 
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the  price  of  all  articlea  of  supply  beyond  the  cast  prices  of  the  country. 
Many  good  men  gave  their  produce  at  cash  prices,  hut  the  amount 
was  greatly  insufScient  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  volunteers,  and  the 
balance  necesBary  had  to  be  obtained  from  sharp  traders,  at  whatever 
price  they  chose  to  demand."  And  again:  "What  the  difference 
was  between  these  piices  and  those  paid  in  scrip  Z  have  no  means  of 
knowing.  I  only  know  that  the  prices  increased  as  the  war  contin- 
ued, and  when  the  difference  in  the  prices  was  alluded  to,  it  was  re- 
.marked  that  some  time  would  elapse  before  the  scrip  would  be  paid, 
and  prices  were  charged  accordingly." 

Captain  Cram  says :  "  As  soon  as  it  (the  scrip)  began  to  be  issued 
its  value  began  to  fall  below  its  nominal  value,  as  compared  with 
money,  and  of  course  all  articles  paid  for  in  scrip  ascended  io  price 
in  the  same  proportion. 

"  It  was  not  long  after  a  large  amount  had  been  issued  before  it 
fell  to  thirty-seven  and- a  half  cents  on  the  dollar  ;  and  by  the  time 
the  war  was  over,  and  before,  indeed,  an  agent  told  me  be  had  several 
thousand  dollars  to  sell  for  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  in  San  Francisco, 
with  which  he  was  endeavoriug  to  purchase  supplies  for  the  volunteers 
who  wero  to  go  into  the  field  in  the  summer  of  1856.  As  near  as  I 
conld  estimate,  the  average  value  of  the  scrip,  as  it  passed  from  the 
hands  of' those  to  whom  it  was  issued  until  it  became  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  the  speculators,  was  not  over  thirty  cents  on  the  dollar. 
Others  placed  it  at  eighteen  and  three-quarter  cents;  but  this  would 
be  more  correct  as  the  average  during  the  times  of  the  latter  half  of 
the  issues." 

Lieutenant  John  Withers  says  :  "  As  a  general  thing,  during  the 
disturbances  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  purchases  were 
made  by  myself  and  other  disbursing  officers  of  the  regular  army, 
Vithout  cash,  but  on  the  faith  of  the  government,  for  one-half  of 
what  was  paid  in  scnp  by  the  volunteer  agents." 

Lieutenant  E.  J,  Harvie  says  :  "  With  regard  to  the  relative  value 
of  cash  and  scrip,  I  can  say  that  labor,  materials,  provisions,  or  any 
purchasable  commodity,  cost  twice  as  mnch  in  scrip  as  it  did  in  cash  ; 
or,  in  general  terms,  one  dollar  of  the  latter  was  worth  two  dollars  of 
the  former." 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  multiply  evidence  on  this  point.  It 
ia  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  discount  ou  the  scrip,  whenever  put  on 
the  market,  was  heavy  ;  the  rate,  no  doubt,  was  governed  by  a  variety 
of  circumstances,  such  as  the  necessities  of  the  holders,  and  other 
contingencies.  Extreme  cases  have,  no  doubt,  been  cited  ;  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  scrip  may  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  original  holders.  Such  as  were  not  compelled  to  sell, 
and  had  confidence  in  ultimately  obtaining  better  rates,  or  full  pay- 
ment, would  hold  on  as  long  aa  possible  rather  than  submit  to  such 
heavy  discounts.  Still,  the  fact  of  such  sales  being  made  would,  to 
a  great  extent,  govern  all  owners  of  property  and  merchandise  in  fix- 
ing the  rates  of  such  property,  when  put  into  the  service  and  scrip 
taken  in  exchange  therefor. 

As  was  to  he  expected,  the  prices  of  various  descriptions  of  prop- 
erty, merchandise,  labor,  and  supplies,  as  given  by  those  from  whom 


[iTirchasiii^  officers  of  the  regular  army  were  stationed,  who 
jed  supplies,  property,  &c. ,  lor  the  regalar  troops,  and  tho 
;b  of  all  these  officers  hare  been  examined  and  detailed  abstracts 
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I  have  received  letters  on  the  subject,  differ  in  different  localities,  and 
ereo  in  the  same  locality.  In  portions  of  the  country  where  there 
were  no  regularly  established  markets  prices  would,  of  conrse,  be 
irregular.  In  all  markets  prices  are  subject  to  fluctuation,  according 
to  supply  and  demand,  and,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  vary  in  the 
same  description  of  articles,  according  to  quality,  as  well  as  other 
considerations.  There  were  certain  points  in  these  Territories  nt 
which  purchasing  officers  of  the  regular 
purchased 
accounts  of : 

carefully  prepared  of  the  prices  paid  by  them  at  these  points  during 
the  period  covered  hy  tho  hostilities.  These  abstracts,  with  dates  m 
purchase,  by  whom  made,  the  description  of  property  purchased,  or 
services  rendered,  prices  paid,  and  such  other  matters  in  detail  as 
could  he  extracted  from  the  accounts  in  this  form,  will  be  found  with 
the  other  documents  accompanying  thi^  report. .  It  may  he  safely  re- 
lied on,  I  think,  that  so  far  as  these  purchases  and  payments  by 
regular  officers  appear  to  hare  been  made,  at  the  various  points  and 
localities  where  they  were  stationed,  they  represent  the  fall  market 
value  of  the  articles  of  property  or  merchandise  purchased,  as  well 
as  of  the  labor  employed  by  them. 

United  States  quartermasters  and  commissaries  usually  purchase 
only  articles  of  the  best  quality  to  be  procured,  and  are  not  believed 
to  be  in  the  habit  of  higgling  about  the  price,  or,  as  a  general  thing, 
to  make  purchases  below  other  cash  buyers  at  the  same  time  and  place. 
It  is  also  to  be  remarked  that  several  of  these  officers  whose  accounts 
were  examined  and  made  the  largest  purchases  were  themselves  out 
of  money,  their  expenditures  having  been  increased  beyond  the  funds 
provided  tbem,  in  consequence  of  the  hostilities,  and  even  they 
were  compelled  to  purchase  on  credit  and  issue  "  certificates  of  in- - 
debtednesB,"  payable  as  soon  as  remittances  could  be  made  to  them. 
Such  was  the  case  with  Captain  John  Withers,  stationed  at  Fort  Van- 
couver, Washington  Territory,  and  also  of  Captain  B.  Ingalle,  who 
succeeded  him  at  the  same  place,  as  well  as  of  Captain  Thomas  Jor- 
dan, stationed  at  Fort  Dalles,  Oregon,  and  Lieutenant  G.  HcEeever, 
stationed  at  Fort  Steilacoom,  Washington  Territory. 

With  these  general  remarks,  I  pass  to  consider  the  items  of  expen- 
diture more  in  detail.  The  principal  items  embraced  in  these  accounts 
are  for  purchases  of  property,  horses,  mules,  oxen,  and  forage  there- 
for, such  as  bay,  oats,  wheat,  barley,  &c. ;  transportation  of  property 
and  supplies  ;  persons  hired  in  various  capacities,  as  clerks,  agents, 
mechanics,  teamsters,  packers,  herders,  laborers,  &(i.;  animals  hired, 
such  as  horses,  mules  and  oxen  ;  meals  furnished  to  soldiers  and  em- 
ploy^i ;  flour,  beef,  pork,  coffee,  sugar,  with  various  other  miscella- 
neous items  of  expenditure. 

In  passing  upon  these  accounts,  my  first  effort  was  to  inquire 
whether  some  general  and  uniform  rate  of  prices  could  not  be  applied 
to  some  of  these  items  of  expenditure  ;  thus  simplifying  the  accounts 
and  producing  uniformity.  In  certain  cases  I  found  that  theconi- 
mission  had  applied  uniform  rates  to  certain  descriptions  of  labor  and 
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services ;  and  in  sacb  cases  I  had  no  ditficQlty,  00)7  reducing  rates 
where  it  was  considered  proper  to  do  so. 

Mire  0/  animais. — For  hire  of  horses  and  males,  two,  three,  and 
four  dollars  per  day  were  the  prices  allowed  by  the  commissioners — 
nsnallf  the  latter.  One  instance  has  come  nnder  my  notice,  of  a  horse 
hired  for  packing  and  kept  in  service  forty-one  days,  at  one  dollar  per 
day  ;  and  in  the  account  of  Joseph  W.  Drew,  quartermaster  general, 
two  dollars  per  day  was  allowed  for  horses,  and  four  dollars  for  mnles. 
These  animals,  it  is  understood,  were  generally  employed  in  packing 
and  transportation  purposes ;  the  service  was  continuous,  aud  in  some 
cases  for  long  periods,  running  as  long  as  three,  four,  five,  and  six 
months.  One  case  occurs,  to  which  my  special  attention  was  directed, 
aud  referred  to  in  my  former  report,  where  one  firm  appeared  to  have 
had  twentr  horses  and  mules  in  continuous  service  from  November 
22,  1855,  till  June  17,  1856—208  days  ;  and  one  horse  from  Decem- 
ber 12, 1856,  till  the  same  time — 189  days ;  making  4,200  days'  service 
for  which  four  dollars  per  day  was  allowed,  amountjng  to  $16,800, 
or  at  the  rate  of  $800  per  animal.  This  price,  considering  the 
description  of  horses  believed  to  have  been  engaged  in  that  kind  of 
service,  the  fact  that  they  were  generally  employed  for  long  periods, 
during  all  which  time  they  wereloraged  and  equipped  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  irequently,  as  would  seem  from  the  accounts  for  pasturage, 
for  considerable  periods  not  actually  engaged  in  service,  seemed  to  me 
most  exorbitant.  The  ordinary  rates  for  hire  of  horses,  from  persons 
who  are  engaged  in  that  business,  for  short  periods;  and  already 
equipped  either  for  riding  or  driving,  would  not  seem  to  afiford  a  true 
criterion  by  which  to  fix  compensation  for  horses  hired  and  kept  for 
long  periods,  as  they  were,  I  infer,  from  what  information  1  have 
been  able  to  gather,  that  the  horses  hired  for  packinc/  were  generally 
of  the  class  styled  "Indian,"  which  constitutes  a  large  proportion  of 
the  whole  number  in  the  country,  and  are  about  as  useful,  perhaps, 
for  that  purpose  as  any  other.  The  value  of  this  kind  of  horses,  as 
given  by  the  various  persons  from  whom  I  have  received  information, 
and  as  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  regular  ofScers,  is  variously 
estimated  from  $30  to  $100.  Mules  range  from  $126  to  $200.  I 
have,  therefore,  allowed  one  dollar  per  day  lor  horses,  and  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  for  mules  hired ,  This  price,  it  appeared  to  me, 
would  be  sufficiently  remunerative,  and  as  near  an  approximation  to 
actnal  cosh  prices  as  could  be  made  under  the  circumstances,  coo- 
ndering  the  character  of  the  service,  that  the  animals  were  equipped 
at  the  public  expense,  and  much  of  the  time,  doubtless,  not  actively 
employed. 

Meah  furnished. — Many  accounts  for  meals  furnished  to  soldiers, 
clerks,  employes,  &c. ,  are  allowed  by  the  cemmissioners  almost  uni- 
formly at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  meal.  Among  the  affidavits 
furnished  is  that  of  N,  Q-.  Colemau,  a  hotel  keeper  in  Laue  county, 
Oregon,  who  says  his  "  charges  in  cash  for  keeping  travellers,  man 
and  horse,  over  night,  were  two  dollars."  A.  Keefer,  same  county, 
in  his  affidavit,  says :  "  boarding  was  worth  two  dollars  per  day  and 
six  dollars  per  week."  I  have  found  a  few  payments,  iu  acconuts  of 
regular  officers,  for  boarding  at  Portland,  Oregon,  at  the  rate  of  five 
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dollars  and  fiftj  cents  per  week.  John  W.  Gaverney,  in  hia  affidavit, 
says  he  resided  during  the  war  in  Jackaou  county,  and  that  "  board 
was  worth  from  nine  to  twelve  dollars  per  week."  This  locality  was 
remarkable  for  the  exceedingly  high  rates  that  prevailed  for  every- 
thing, as  appears  in  the  accounta  and  transactions  hod  there.  I  have 
allowed,  uniformly,  for  meals  famished  fifty  cents  each.  Where  it 
appeared  that  the  meals  were  to  particular  individuals,  as  boarders 
for  a  period  of  one  week  and  longer,  I  have  allowed  six  dollars  per 
week. 

ffire  of  persona. — For  persona  in  service  as  laborers,  herders,  packers, 
teamsters,  and  other  similar  employments,  the  usnal  price  allowed 
was  four  dollars  per  day,  with  subsistence  and  other  allowances.  The 
accounts  of  disbursing  ofBcers  of  the  regular  army  vary  somewhat, 
hut  two  dollars  per  day  is  a  fair  average  of  the  compensation  paid  for 
such  services.  It  was  the  usual  rate  far  common  labor  by  the  month. 
The  affidavits  furnished  vary  from  fifty  dollars  per  month  to  three 
dollars  per  day.  I  have  allowed  two  dollars  per  day.  Where,  how- 
ever, it  has  appeared  that  the  person  employed  was  a  chief  packer,  or 
had  the  superintendence  of  others,  as  packers,  teamsters,  herders,  or 
as  a  spy  or  guide,  I  have  allowed  four  dollarti  per  day. 

Mechanics,  derka,  agents,  dec. — The  prices  paid  by  regular  officers 
for  mechanics,  such  as  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  saddlers,  painters,  &c, 
were  from  three  to  five  dollars  per  day.  I  have  taken  the  average 
and  allowed  four  dollars  per  day  for  such  services,  including  clerks, 
aeents,  and  persons  acting  in  similar  capacities.  These  persona  were 
allowed  five,  six,  eight,  and,  in  some  cases,  as  high  as  ten  dollars  per 
day.  To  each  quartermaster  general  and  oommissary  general  and 
assistants  I  have  allowed  one  chief  clerk,  at  five  dollars  per  day. 

Shoeing  horses. — Usual  price  allowed  by  the  eommiseioners,  two 
dollars  per  shoe.  Elijah  W.  Khea,  a  blacksmith  in  Lane  county, 
Oregon,  testifies  that  "  the  price  for  shoeing  a  horse  was  four  dollars 
cash."  W.  !N.  Luckey,  farmer  and  blacksmith,  puts  tbe  price  of  shoe- 
ing horses  at  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each.  I  have  found  only  a 
few  small  payments  for  shoeing  horses  in  accounts  of  regular  officers : 
one  at  Fort  Lane,  for  setting  s^oes,at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each; 
one  at  Fort  Oxford,  at  one  dollar  and  one  dollar  and  twenty- five  cents; 
and  another  at  Fort  Dalles,  at  fifty  cents  each.  They  were  isolated 
cases  and  of  small  amounts.  I  have  allowed  one  dollar  per  shoe,  or 
four  dollars  per  animal ;  for  setting  shoes,  fifty  cents.  This  approxi- 
mates very  nearly  the  amount  stated  in  the  affidavits,  and,  compared 
with  the  prices  of  labor,  &o.,  wonld  seem  to  he  about  fair. 

Horses  and  mulea  purchased  by  quartermastera. — This  is  one  of  the 
heaviest  items  of  expenditure  next  to  the  pay  of  volnnteera.  It  is 
proper  to  state  here  that  the  value  of  the  horses  on  which  the  volun- 
teers were  mounted  does  not  appear  in  these  accounts.  They  were 
generally  mounted  on  horses  furnished  by  themselves,  and  for  the  use 
and  risk  of  which  they  were  allowed  two  dollars  per  day  during  their 
period  of  service.  A  valuation  was  fixed  on  the  horses,  as  appears  by 
endorsements  on  the  rolls,  and  in  cases  where  the  horses  were  lost  in 
service  the  value  was  carried  out  and  added  to  the  amount  dne  for 
pay ;  but  by  whom  this  valuation  was  made  does  not  appear.    It  ap- 
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pears  that,  of  the  Oregon  volanteers,  3,360  horses  are  entered  as 
private  horses,  owDed  by  the  soldiers,  aud  466  fBrnished  by  the  Ter- 
ritory. This  latter  Dumber  is  embraced,  of  course,  in  those  purchased 
by  the  quartermasters.  The  total  number  of  horaes  pnnmased  for 
the  Oregon  service,  as  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  qnarter- 
maatcrs,  is  1,697,  at  prices  ranging  from  $80  to  (400,  the  general 
avers^o  bein^  about  $266  each.  Of  mules,  746  were  purchased,  at 
from  $175  to  $400,  averaging  about  $300  each.  In  Washington  Ter- 
ritory the  total  number  of  horses  purchased  is  630,  at  prices  ranging 
from  $80  to  $400,  averaging  about  $276  ;  and  of  mules  26,  at  from 
$200  to  $400,  averaging  about  $300.  These  horses  and  mules,  with 
the  exception  of  the  small  proportion  of  horaes  liirnished  to  volun- 
teers, it  is  supposed,  were  used  principally  for  transportation  and 
other  purposes  connected  with  the  maintenance  and  supply  of  the 
volunteers  in  the  service. 

The  purchases  made  for  tlie  use  of  the  regular  service,  during  the 
same  period,  as  appears  by  abstracts  hereto  appended,  are  as  follows  : 

At  Fort  Vancouver,  Washington  Territory,  Lieutenant  John 
Withers  purchased,  during  the  last  quarter  of  1855,  and  first  quarter 
1856,  111,  horses  at  an  average  price  of  $124  each.  Oftbese,  27  are 
described  as  "American  homes,"  at  prices  ranging  from  $137  50  to 
$200;  fouraredcEcribedas  "half-breeds,"  costing $125 each;  and  80, 
not  described,  at  prices  ranging  from  $50  to  $125  each.  Lieutenant 
Withers  also  purchased  53  mules,  at  prices  ranging  from  $100  to 
$200 — average  price  $159  each.  Lieutenant  Withers,  in  his  letter  to 
me,  says:  "The  horses  purchased  were  the  best  that  could  he  procured 
at  that  lime,  and  some  of  them  were  the  finest  horses  in  the  country. 
They  were  purchased  in  lots,  so  as  to  keep  the  average  price  below 
$200 ;  some  were  of  course  not  of  the  first  quality.  They  were 
accordingly  designated  in  my  descriptive  remarks  as  "Spanish^" 
"American,"  &o. 

Captain  K.  Ingalls  snccecded  Lieutenant  Withers,  and  he  appears 
to  have  purchased  in  the  second  quarter  of  1866  six  horses,  at  $130  to 
$160.  Five  of  the  horses  are  described  as  "American,"  at$160each. 
He  also  purchased  22  mules,  at  $130  62  to  $200,  19  of  them  averag- 
ing $130  62  each  ;  two  at  $175  ;  and  one  at  $200. 

At  Fiyrt  Steilacoom,  Washington  Territory,  Lieutenant  J.  Nugen 

Sorchased,  during  the  last  quarter  of  1855,  and  January,  1856,  43 
orses,  at  the  following  prices :  one  at  $42  50  ;  one  at  $50  ;  seven  at 
$60  ;  six  at  $C5  ;  21  at  $70  ;  two  at  $75  ;  one  at  $80  ;  one  at  $100  ; 
one  at  $160  ;  one  at  $200  ;  one  at  $260  ;  general  average,  $77  each. 
At  the  same  place,  in  Febraary,  1856,  Lieutenant  (J.  McKeever 
purchased  three  horses  at  $125  each,  and  one  horse  at  $176.  He  also 
purchased  two  mules  at  $160  each. 

At  the  same  place,  Lieutenant  A.  V,  Kantz  paid  for  seven  horses 
purchased  by  Lieutenant  McKeever,  as  follows ;  one  at  $50 ;  two  at 
$60  ;  one  at  $75  ;  one  at  $150  ;  and  two  at  $200.  He  also  paid  for 
two  mules  purchased  by  Lientenant  McKeever  at  $175  each.  With 
reference  to  these  purchases  made  by  Lieutenant  McKeever,  he  says 
in  his  letter :  "  They  will  not,  however,  give  you  a  correct  idea  of 
the  lowest  cash  prices  prevailing  at  that  time  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
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Steilacoom,  as  nearly  all  my  pnrcbBses  were  made  on-  credit,"  &c. 
Lieutenant  E.  J.  Harris  saya :  "  good  Indian  horses  could  be  bought 
for  $25  to  $35  each." 

At  Fort  DaUea,  Oregon,  Captain  Thomas  Jordan  purchased,  in  the 
second  quarter  of  1866,  four  horses  at  $50  each,  aad  one  "large 
American  horse"  at  $150. 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  1855  Lieutenant  B.  McFeely  pnrcbased 
76  horses  for  the  "Zakima  Expedition,"  as  follows:  four  at  440; 
six  at  $46;  17  at  $50;  12  at  $55;  17  at  $60;  six  at  $65;  three  at  $70; 
three  at  $75  ;  and  eight  at  $80  ;  general  average  $58  each. 

Bespectiug  the  quality  of  horses  purchased  hy  Lieutenant  McFeely, 
as  abore.  Lieutenant  B.  D.  Forsythe,  in  his  letter,  says:  "These 
horses  were  of  the  class  styled  '  Indian,'  and  constitute  about  nine- 
tenths  of  the  whole  namber  in  the  country.  They  were  fully  equal, 
if  not  superior,  to  those  used  by  the  volunteers  for  packing,  and,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  not  inferior  to  those  usls)  for  riding  purposes.  I 
may  add  here  that  I  observed  two  companies  of  mounted  volunteers 
to  which  these  remarks  in  their  full  extent  ought  not  to  apply,  viz : 
Captains  Hembree'a  and  Wildon's.  These  companies  struck  me  as 
being  the  best  mounted  of  any  iu  the  volunteer  service,  and  contained 
some  fine  American  horses."* 

It  appeare  that  of  Captain  Wilson's  company  but  ten  horses  were 
owned  oy  the  soldiers,  one  of  them  being  the  captain  of  the  company. 
Their  horses  are  valued  at  $70  to  $200,  averaging  $138  each.  The 
horse  owned  by  the  captain,  at  $200.  Captain  Uembree's  company, 
however,  was  mounted  on  horses  furuislied  by  the  voIuut«ers ;  the 
prices  were  generally  from  $100  to  $250,  averaging  $180  each.  Some 
ran  down  as  low  as  $80,  and  one  as  high  as  $450.  'The  company  was 
a  large  one,  numbering  129  men. 

This  average  is  much  hdow  that  allowed  for  horses  generally,  and, 
considering  that  these  companies  are  referred  to  by  Lieutenant 
Forsythe  as  being  "  the  beat  mounted  of  any  in  the  service,"  and  as 
having  contained  "some  fine  American  horses,"  it  would  seem  very 
extraordinary. 

At  Fort  Lane,  Oregon,  Lientenant  N.  B,  Sweitzer  purchased,  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1856,  one  mule  at  $160,  and  one  at  $225. 

The  foregoing  embraces  all  the  purchases  that  I  have  been  able  to 
find  in  the  accounts  of  officers  purchasing  for  the  regular  service 
during  the  period  mentioned. 

Lieutenant  A.  V.  Kantz,  in  his  letter  speaking  of  the  prices  of 
liorses  on  Fuget's  Bound,  Washington  Territory,  says :  "  Many  horses 
were  pnrchased,  ranging  in  prices  from  $50  to  $200.  Two  of  the 
best  '  American  horses  ■  in  the  country  were  purchased  at  the  last- 
mentioned  price.  The  average  price  of  the  common  horses  of  the 
country,  and  such  as  were  mostly  in  use  by  the  volunteers  on  Paget's 
Sound,  was  from  $70  to  $80.  In  October,  1855,  twenty-one  horses 
were  purchased  ot  William  F.  Folmer,  at  $75  each,  and  in  February, 
1856,  nine  more  at  the  same  price.  In  Fehraary,  1856,  twenty  horses 
were  purchased  of  0.  Cuahman,  at  $125  each.     This  diffiirence  of 
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price  vu  owiDg  Dot  BO  much  to  the  difiTerence  ia  the  qoftlity  of  the 
horses  oa  to  the  fact  that  they  were  purchased  on  credit  by  Cufihmao, 
who  was  authorized  to  procure  them  for  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment.    The  highest  price  paid  for  males  was  $176 ;  the  lowest  $119." 

Captain  T.  J.  Cram,  in  his  letter,  says:  "In  the  last  quarter  of 
1855  and  first  and  second  quarters  of  1856,  mules,  I  have  no  donbt, 
conld  have  hecn  purchased  ia  the  localities  of  the  fitting  ont  of  the 
volunteers  for  $126  each.  A  horse  and  mule  dealer  soagot,  through 
me,  the  opportunity  of  famishing  good  working  males,  as  he  said,  at 
that  price,  and  horses  from  $80  to  $126,  saitable  for  military  service. 
I  asked  this  dealer  where  he  would  obtain  the  animals.  His  reply 
was  that  he  could  pick  up  any  nnmber  that  might  'be  required  id 
Oregon,  and  that  if  ne  conld  obtain  the  contract  for  furnishing  them, 
be  conld  make  a  very  handsome  profit  out  of  it  at  those  prices.  This 
was  at  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he  said  he  would  deliver  the  animals. 
Subsequently  I  was  a  passenger,  returning  from  one  of  the  fields  of 
war,  in  company  with  a  lar^e  number  of  mounted  volunteers.  I 
examined  their  horses,  and  priced  several  of  as  good  quality  as  any 
ia  the  service.  Their  prices  ranged  from  $70  to  $100,  and  these,  they 
informed  me,  were  the  cash  values  when  they  entered  the  service. 
This  was  on  the  Columbia  river,  in  Kovemher,  1856.  I  knew  of  one 
case,  not  of  the  above-mentioned  companies,  however,  in  which  a 
volunteer  o£Bcer  told  me  he  paid  $150  for  an  extraordinarily  good 
horse.  I  saw  this  animal  and  considered  it  worth  the  money  ;  it  wa» 
a  fine  American  mare.  This  was  the  highest  price  I  heard  as  having 
been  paid  in  hard  money,  during  the  whole  time  of  the  wars  in  ques- 
tion, ibr  military  use." 

Lieutenant  E.  J.  Harvie,  writing  from  Fort  Steilacoom,  Washington 
Territory,  says :  "  Good  American  horses  cannot  now  1>b  purchased  in 
this  Territory  for  less  than  from  $200  to  $300  each.  Their  value  is- 
about  the  same  now  as  it  was  during  the  spring  of  1856 ;  at  least  I 
am  so  informed  by  the  old  settlers  in  this  country.  I  did  not  see  a 
single  American  horse  in  possession  of  the  volunteers  (either  for  riding 
or  transportation  purposes)  duriag  the  time  referred  to  above,  and 
from  all  I  could  learn  during  my  sojourn  at  Camp  (now  Fort)  Cas- 
cades, I  have  reason  to  believe  that  half-breeds  and  Indian  poniea 
were  used  almost  exclnsively  by  them.  I  cannot  say  in  what  propor- 
,  tioD  these  animals  were  used  by  the  volunteers,  hut  most  of  those 
whom  I  happened  to  see  pass  Fort  Cascades,  on  their  way  to  Walla- 
Walla,  were  mounted  upon  half-hreeds." 

The  governor  of  Oregon,  in  his  letter,  put  the  cash  price  of  horses, 
daring  the  last  quarter  of  1855  and  first  quarter  of  1856,  at  Eugene 
City,  a  central  point  in  Oregon,  at  from  $100  to  $400.  The  prices 
stated  in  the  affidavits  of  citizens  of  Lane  connty  (extending  stilL 
further  south)  are  $75  to  $200  for  Indian,  Spanish,  and  mixed  breeds,, 
'and  $200  to  $400  for  good,  to  first  class  American  horses.  The  corn* 
mittee  under  whose  superintendence  these  affidavits  were  taken,  io, 
explaining  some  discrepancies  in  the  Territory,  say  :  "  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  our  county  is  a  large  one,  and  the  persons  called  t» 
give  evidence  reside  in  difierent  localities,  considerably  apart  from  each 
other.     There  is  no  regular  market  or  place  of  business  situated  ia 
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oar  midst  or  near  us  for  each  property  as  was  sold  into  the  service, 
consequently  no  regular  price.  Along  the  main  thoronghfare,  exteod- 
ing  north  and  south,  along  which  the  main  travel  goes,  drovers  and 
traders  have  heretofore  gathered  sapplies  for  the  California  market, 
and  all  such  supplies  as  are  enumerated  in  these  statements  bear  a 
better  price  and  find  more  ready  sale  than  further  hack,  in  less  fre- 
quented places  ;  consequently  it  is  to  he  expected,  and  coald  not 
otherwise  be,  than  that  men  should  have  different  views  in  the  value 
of  property,  or  that  there  should  appear,  in  some  of  the  evidence 
given,  quite  a  discrepancy  in  the  price  of  articles  of  the  same  kind." 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  due  weight  to  the  statements  of  these 
individuals.  It  will  be  observed  that  they  generally  make  no  differ- 
euce  between  cash  prices  and  scrip  prices,  but  treat  them  as  being 
pretty  much  the  name,  when  speaking  of  the  value  of  property.  Not- 
vithstanding,  whenever  they  refer  to  the  aatable  value  of  the  acrip, 
they  put  it  at  _fi/ty  to  seeetUy-five  centa  on  the  dollar.  Now,  I  cannot 
overlook  what  seems  to  me  a  clearly  established  fact,  that  there  was 
a  material  difference  in  such  prices.  This  fact,  too,  is  shown  by  the 
testimony  of  these  persons  themselves,  in  several  transactions  partic- 
ularly referred  to  by  them.  For  instance,  Sigmond  Rosenblatt,  a 
merchant,  in  his  affidavit,  says:  "Woollen  blankets,  snch  aa  were 
used  in  the  service,  were  worth  |f  cash.  The  officers  of  the  service 
forced  me  to  turn  into  the  service  goods  to  the  amount  of  $500,  con- 
sisting of  blankets,  coats,  shirts,  pants,  &c.  They  allowed  me  in 
scrip  ten  or  twelve  dollars,  I  do  not  remember  which,  for  blankets. 
'  I  saw  horses  turned  into  the  service  for  from  $160  to  $300  iu  acrip, 
that  were  worth  nearly  the  same  amount  in  cash."  C.  C.  Croner,  in 
his  affidavit,  says:  "I  turned  into  the  service  a  pair  of  extra  horses, 
with  halters,  for  six  hundred  and  ninety  doUara,  I  knew  of  horses 
being  sold  tor  two  hundred  and  jifly  dollara  caah,  about  the  same 
qwdity.  ^nch  horses  were  sold  at  the  close  of  the  war  for  scrip,  ia 
some  cases  as  high  as  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars.  I  knew  of 
one  horse  being  sold  at  that  price  that  had  been  put  in  at  three  hnD- 
dred."  Mr.  Croner  here  admits  that  horses  of  about  the  same  quality 
as  his  were  sold  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  daUara  cash,  yet,  with  the 
addition  only  of  two  halters,  he  is  aUowed  three  hundr^  and  fort}/- 
five  doUara  each. 

The  fact,  as  stated,  that  certain  horses  tnrned  into  service  for  scrip, 
at  certain  rates,  were  sold  at  the  close  of  the  war  for  mnch  higber 
rates  in  scrip,  is  no  doubt  true,  and  can  readily  be  accounted  for  on 
the  theory  that  the  scrip  had  depreciated  as  the  war  progressed.  Bet 
these  are  only  exceptional  cases  at  any  rate.  It  is  abundantly  shown 
that  the  large  proportion  ot  the  horses,  as  well  as  other  property 
finally  sold  at  the  close  of  the  war,  was  at  prices  far  below  the  cost 
prices,  even  iu  scrip,  in  consequence,  doubtless,  of  diminished  value 
from  deterioration  in  service,  as  well  as  other  considerations.  Again: 
an  examination  of  the  rolls  shows  that  towards  the  middle  and  close 
of  the  war  horses  owned  by  the  volunteers  were  appraised  at  higher 
rates  than  at  the  beginning.  The  average  value  of  the  horses  wd 
which  the  first,  second,  and  ninth  regiments  of  Oregon  volunteers 
were  mounted  in  October,   1866,  did  not  exceed  $175^  yet  those 
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remouated  in  January  and  March  following,  averaged  nearly  one-half 
higber.  The  same  increased  valuation  appears  in  the  purchases  made 
by  the  quartermasters,  and  in  a  greater  ratio.  A.  Zeeber,  quarter- 
master at  Portland,  from  November  11,  1855,  till  January  20,  1856, 
purchased  615  horses  and  97  mules,  making  712,  at  an  average  of 
{160;  and  J.  McCracken,  who  succeeded  him  at  the  same  place,  pur- 
chased 112  horses  and  15  mules,  at  from  |I70  to  $400  each,  the 
average  being  about  $302  each,  or  an  increase  of  about  eighty-seven 
per  cent.  The  explanation  of  this  is  found  in  the  fact  before  stated, 
that  as  the  scrip  depreciated  the  prices  advanced,  not  so  much  from 
the  more  pressure  of  the  demand,  as  the  depreciation  of  the  scrip. 
Thus,  a  horse  valued  at  |150  cash,  if  paid  for  in  scrip  worth  only 
seventy-five  cenl^  on  the  dollar,  would  nave  to  be  rated  at  |200  ;  and 
if  the  scrip  should  depreciate  to  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar,  he  would 
then  have  to  be  rated  at  $300,  to  be  equivalent  to  $150  cash.  In  like 
manner,  a  horse  valued  at  $225  in  cash,  should  be  rated  at  $300  when 

J  aid  for  in  scrip  worth  seventy-five  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  when  it 
epreciated  to  fifty  cents,  he  should  then  he  rated  at  $450.  This, 
then,  is  the  explanation  for  what  otherwise  is  totally  irreconcilable 
with  known  and  admitted  facts,  and  viewed  in  this  light  removes  in 
some  degree  the  appearances  of  an  attempt  at  fraud,  which,  in  the 
absence  of  such  explanation,  could  not  fail  to  ne  perceived  nor  permitted 
to  pass  unchallenged.  This  view  is  confirmed  in  the  fact  heretofore 
shown,  that  the  regular  officers  at  Fort  Vancouver,  but  a  lew  miles 
distant  from  Portland,  were,  during  the  same  periodof  time,  purchasing 
horses  at  a  range  of  prices  comparatively  unaffected  by  these  artificial 
circumstances,  and  much  below  those  purchased  for  the  volunteer 
service  at  any  time.  And,  indeed,  alongside  of  them,  at  the  same 
place,  Quartermaster  Millard,  of  the  Washington  volunteer  service, 
purchased  384  horses  at  one  average  price  of  $282,  and  for  which  the 
average  price  allowed  by  the  commiastoners  was  $274. 

Starting,  therefore,  at  Portland,  the  principal  commercial  point  for 
a  large  portion  of  both  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  at  which 
place  heavy  purchases  were  made  for  the  volunteer  service  of  the 
iormer  Territory,  I  have  adopted  the  following  range  oi  prices  as  "  the 
actual  prices  current  at  the  time,"  and  applied  them  to  the  purchases 
made  there,  viz:  for  horses  believed  to  have  been  "American,"  I  have 
allowed  $180  to  $240;  for  ''Spanish  and  mixed  breeds,"  $100  to 
$160  ;  and  for  "  Indian,"  $50  to  $90.  At  Fort  Vancouver  large 
purchases  were  made  for  the  Washington  service,  to  which  I  have  ap- 

n"  id  the  same  rates.  This  range  of  prices  I  have  established  as  a 
is  to  govern,  as  far  as  possible,  parchasea  made  in  that  whole  region 
of  country.  I  have  seen  nothing  in  any  of  the  evidence  furnished,  or 
in  any  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  to  indicate  that  in  other 
localities,  either  northward  or  hack  towards  the  mountains,  a  higher 
scale  of  prices  should  prevail.  On  the  contrary,  the  prices  paid  by 
regnlar  officers,  and  statements  in  their  letters,  would  indicate  lower 
prices  in  the  more  remote  localities.  At  Fort  Dalles  the  prices  paid 
were  lower,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  purchases  made  at  Fort 
Steilacom, 

Id  Boatbern  Oregon  I  have  allowed  an  advance  on  these  prices  of 
H.  Ex.  Doo.  11 3  »'8l'^' 
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twenty  doUara  per  animal.  The  parcdasee  in  that  region  were  not 
large,  but  geDerally  of  higher-priced  horses  ;  the  average,  therefore, 
will  be  considerably  increased.  There  were  only  about  130  horses 
purchased  at  points  in  Oregon  south  of  Engeue  city.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  purchaeea  of  horses  in  these  localities  for  the  regular  ser- 
vice ;  bat  lying  southward  as  they  are,  and  approximating  the  Cali- 
fornia line,  1  have  predicated  this  advance  on  the  representatious  of 
the  governor,  and  the  affidavits  transmitted  by  him.  The  accounts  of 
the  quarter  masters  and  commissaries  there  also  show  much  higher 
rates  than  those  further  north.  This  is  believed  to  be  fairly  attribu- 
table, in  some  degree,  to  actual  enhanced  Value  of  certain  descriptions 
of  property  ;  but  in  some  of  them,  and  especially  at  Jackaoaville  and 
CorvaJlis,  a  greater  appearance  of  extravagance  and  improvidence 
throughout  appear  to  have  been  manifested  than  in  most  of  the  others. 
It  is  probable  that  there  may  have  been  a  few  horses  put  into  the  ser- 
vice, which,  from  special  considerations,  were  considered  as  worth 
more  than  even  the  maximum  allowed  by  me.  Such  cases,  however, 
are  believed  to  he  rare.  The  value  of  property ,  as  estimcUed  hy  the 
owner,  is  not  a  safe  criterion  by  which  to  frame  a  scale  of  prices  to 
apply  to  such  large  purchases  as  were  made  in  these  Territories,  when 
so  many  motives  and  causes  were  operating  to  increase  valuations. 
Moreover,  it  is  believed  that  the  large  proportion  of  the  horses  pnr- 
chased,  or  purchasable,  ia  the  country  were  of  an  inferior  and  less 
valuable  description.  The  best  evidences  are  the  actwU  sales  in  lead- 
ing and  accessible  markets ;  and  by  these,  as  far  as  I  could  avail  my- 
self of  them,  I  have  endeavored  to  be  governed.  For  mules  I  have 
allowed  from  $125  to  (250 

Oxen. — In  Oregon,  1,015  oxen  appear  to  have  been  pnrchased,  at 
prices  varying  from  (100  to  (300  per  yoke ;  and  in  Washington,  219 
oxen,  at  Irom  (150  to  (350  per  yoke.  As  compared  with  horses,  I 
have  made  about  the  same  proportionate  reduction  in  prices. 

Next  in  order  are  the  leading  articles  of  forage  and  subsistence,  suck 
as — 

Say,  oats,  wheat,  jUmr,  fresh  hee/,  bacon,  coffee,  and  sugar. — The 
prices  at  which  these  articles  are  reported  by  the  commissioners  embrace 
a  wide  range,  not  only  in  difi'erent  localities,  but  in  the  same  locality. 
Starting,  as  before,  at  Portland,  where  heavy  purchases  were  made  for 
the  volunteer  and  regular  service,  and  where  the  markets  are  believed 
to  be  more  regular  than  at  other  points  of  less  commercial  importance, 
I  first  took  up  the  acciiunts  of  the  regular  officers  stationed  at  Fort 
Vancouver,  and  ascertained  the  quantities  of  those  articles  purchased 
by  them,  and  the  prices  paid  therefor,  during  the  period  covered  by 
the  hostilities,  viz ;  the  last  quarter  of  1855,  and  first  and  second  qoar- 
ters  of  1866.  A  comparative  statement  of  the  quantities  purchased 
and  prices  paid  by  the  regular  officers,  and  by  the  volunteer  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries,  at  Portland  and  Vancouver,  is  contained  ia 
the  following  abstract : 
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It  vill  lie  oliserTed  that  the  prices  allowed  for  these  leading  articles 
purchased  for  the  Tolunteer  service  exceed  those  paid  for  the  regnlar 
semce,  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  locality,  from ;!/l!y  to  levenfy- 
Jivepercent.,  and  in  some  cases  as  high  as  one  hundrtdper  cent.  Sow, 
it  cannot  be  pretended  that  this  increased  price  of  snch  articles  uflnui, 
beef,  bacon,  coffee,  sugar,  hay  and  oais,  was  in  consequence  of  a  d>^cT- 
enceof  qualify  to  that  extent.  It  moat  be  accounted  for  in  Bomeolher 
way.  1  have  endeavored  to  account  for  this  discrepancy  in  prices,  to 
a  great  degree,  on  the  theory  that  the  increased  rates  charged  are  the 
result  of  the  course  adopted  by  the  territorial  authorities,  whereby  a 
fictitious,  or  artificial,  scale  of  prices  prevailed  for  all  articles  and 
services  required  by  them  in  the  prosecution  of  these  hostilities.  It 
will  be  for  those  who  entertain  a  different  opinion  to  frame  for  them- 
selves  a  more  satisfactory  and  rational  theory,  by.  which  to  reconcile 
tliese  conflicting  facts. 

Assuming  that  the  prices  paid  by  the  regular  officers  at  Vancouver, 
H  above,  were  fully  equal  to  the  current  rates  prevailing  there  and  at 
Portland,  I  have  adopted  their  average,  and  applied  them  to  the  pur- 
chases made  by  the  volunteer  qnarterm asters  and  commiesaries  for  bath 
Territories,  at  these  places,  as  follows  : 

For  hay  I  have  allowed  |25  per  ton,  and  below  that,  as  charged. 

For  oats $1  33    per  bushel. 

For  flour 8  00    per  barrel. 

For  fresh  beef 10)  cents  per  pound. 

For  bacon 20  "  " 

For  coffee Ifi  "  " 

For  sugar lOJ        *'  " 

Passing  southward  from  Portland,  and  ascending  the  Willamelte 
valley,  first  in  order  is  the  account  of  Joseph  W.  Drew,  quartermaster 
general  at  Salem.  The  quantities  purchased  here  by  Mr.  Drew,  and 
prices  allowed,  were  as  follows :  hay,  175  tons,  at  $50,  (60,  and  $75 
per  ton  ;  oats,  14,157  bushels,  at  (1  25  to  $2  per  bushel ;  wheat,  T9G 
bushels,  at  |2  to  |3  per  bushel. 

M,  M,  McCarver  purchases  as  follows:  hay,  12)  tone,  at  $40  yet 
ton;  oats,  16,418  bushels,  at  |1  25  to  $4  per  bushel;  wheat,  7S4 
bushels,  at  |2  60  per  bushel.  And  of  subsistence :  flour,  1,010  barreU, 
at  from  $20  to  $30  per  barrel ;  fresh  beef,  169,242  pounds,  at  from  U 
to  18  cents  per  pound  ;  bacon,  33,742  pounds,  at  from  30  to  60  oentB 
per  pound ;  conce,  9,122  pounds,  at  from  30  to  60  cents  per  ponnd ; 
sugar,  21,936  pounds,  at  from  22  to  60  cents  per  pound. 

These  purchases  of  Mr.  McCarver  do  not  appear,  all  of  them,  to 
hare  been  made  at  Salem,  but  at  Corvallis,  Eugene  City,  and  Deci 
Creek,  as  well  as  at  Salem.  Where  it  appeared  purchases  were  made 
at  these  points,  the  prices  were  allowed  that  were  fixed  for  these  points 
respectively. 

I  have  allowed  for  the  purchases  at  Salem,  as  follows : 

For  hay |30  00  per  ton. 

For  oats 1  36  per  bushel. 
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For  wbeat $1  60  per  bnabel. 

For  flonr 8  00  per  barrel. 

For  fresh  beef 10  ceots  per  poaad. 

For  bacon 25        "  " 

For  coffee 22        "  " 

For  sugar 15        "  " 

At  Corvallis,  Qaartermaeter  Isaac  IT.  Smith  makes  a  few  parcbases 
of  wheat,  at  |1  50  per  bushel.  He  purchases  of  oats,  6,796  bushels, 
at  from  $1  50  to  $2  50  per  bushel ;  and  hay  from  $40  to  |70  per  ton. 
I  have  allowed  the  same  prices  as  at  Salem. 

Commissary  E.  Hewatt  purchases  as  follows: 

Flour,  408  barrels,  at  |12  to  $14;  fresh  beef,  14,513  pounds,  at 
15  to  16  cents;  bacon,  19,607  pounds,  at  30  to  60  cents;  coffee,  3,460 
founds,  at  50  cents ;  su^ar,  6,975  pounds,  at  16  to  37  cents. 

I  have  allowed,  for  flour,  (8  per  barrel ;  fresh  beef,  10  cents  per 
pound;  bacon,  25  cents  per  pound;  coffee,  25  cents  per  pound;  and 
sugar,  15  nents  per  pound. 

At  Eugene  City,  Quartermaster  Joseph  Teal  purchases  as  follows: 

Hay,  4  tons,  at  |37  60  per  ton ;  oats,  2,238  bushels,  at  |2  per  bushel ; 
wheat,  1,924  bushels,  at  $2  per  bushel. 

For  these  articles  I  have  allowed  the  same  price  as  at  Salem.  Eu- 
gene City  is  laid  down  on  the  map  as  in  Lane  county.  The  affidavits 
of  citiEens  of  that  county  state  the  price  of  oats  at  various  prices,  from 
75  cents  to  |2  per  bushel.  The  price  allowed  would  be  nearly  the 
average.  8.  Rosenblatt,  a  merchant,  in  his  affidavit  says  "wheat 
sold  during  the  Indian  war  of  1855-'6,  at  from  $1  to  $160  per  baahel 
«»8h." 

P.  F.  Castleman  purchased  of  supplies,  as  follows: 

Flour,  234  barreb.at  $12  to $20  per  barrel ;  fresh  beef,  22,840  pounds, 
at  15  cents  per  pound  ;  bacon,  11,685  pounds,  at  30  to  60  cents  per 
pound;  coffee,  100  poands,  at  40  to  60  cents  per  pound;  sugar,  246 
pounds,  at  26  to  40  cents  per  povnd. 

I  have  allowed  for  flour,  $8  50  per  barrel ;  fresh  beef,  10  cents  per 
pound;  bacon,  25  cents  per  pound;  coffee,  28  cents  per  pound; 
sugar,  18  cents  per  pound. 

The  governor  of  Oregon  estimates  the  value  of  these  articles  at  $4 
to  $6  per  hundred  for  flour ;  beef,  12  cents  ;  bacon,  25  to  30  cents  ; 
cofl'ee,  33  cents  ;  and  sugar,  14  to  23  cents  per  pound.  The  affidavits 
of  citizens  of  Lane  county  generally  state  the  price  of  flonr  at  three  to 
four  dollars  per  hundred  pounds.  One  or  two  persons  put  it  as  high 
as  Ave  and  six  dollars  per  hundred  ;  but  the  average  would  not  exceed 
the  price  I  have  allowed.  Lyman  Rosenblatt,  jn  his  affidavit,  puts 
the  price  of  bacon  at  15  to  20  cents  per  pound.  One  man,  J,  C.  Spores, 
Bays  he  got  $8  per  hundred,  from  the  superintendent,  tor  some  flour 
furnished  by  him  for  friendly  Indians,  nnd  ten  cents  for  beef.  On 
coffee  and  sugar  I  have  allowed  75  per  cent,  advance  on  Portland 
prices.  The  distance  is  stated  to  be  120  miles,  and  freight  on  gro- 
ceries, heavy  articles,  at  from  40  to  60  per  cent. 

At  De-r  Oreeit, Quartermaster  Loyal  P.  Brown  purchases:  hay,  12 
tons,  at$50  per  ton  ;  oats,  11,294  bushels,  at  $2  12to$3  70pflrbnBhel; 
wheat,  9,322  bushela,  at  $3  60  per  bushel.  '    ^^^'^'^^i'- 
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Deer  Creek  is  understood  to  'be  in  Douglas  county,  which  ia  soath 
of  Lane  county.  I  see  no  allasioD  to  the  price  of  hay  in  any  of  the 
affidavits,  and  as  hat  few  tons  were  hought,  I  have  allowed  the  eatne 
as  Engens  City.  For  oats  and  wheat,  the  prices  are  largely  advaDceil. 
Without  absolute  data  to  show  that  higher  prices  should  he  allowed 
there  than  in  Lane  county,  other  than  the  admitted  fact  that  south- 
ward the  range  of  prices  should  be  somewhat  advanced,  I  have  allowed 
(1  75  per  busnel  for  oats,  and  the  same  for  wheat.  Mr.  Brown,  1  find, 
purchased  in  September,  1856,  oats  at  seventy-five  cents  fei  bnahel, 
and  f  1  per  dozen  for  sheaf  oats,  at  the  same  place  ;  also  hay  at|30 
per  ton. 

P.  0.  Reilly,  commissary  at  Deer  Greet,  purchases:  flour,  613  barreli, 
at  $18  to  $24  per  barrel ;  fresh  beef,  77,354  pounds,  at  13  to  15  centa 
per  pound  ;  bacon,  47,990  pounds,  at  40  to  50  cents  per  pound ;  coffee, 
561  pounds,  at  60  cents  per  pound  ;  sugar,  706  pounds,  at  60  cents  p^ 
pound. 

I  have  allowed  for  flour,  $10  per  barrel ;  fresh  beef,  10  cents  per 
pound  ;  bacon,  25  cents ;  coffee,  31  cents  ;  and  sugar,  23  cents  per 
pound  ;  thus  advancing  the  price  of  flour  $2  per  barrel,  leaving  beef 
and  bacon  at  the  same  price,  and  coSee  and  sugar  three  and  flvecenU 
per  pound  over  the  rates  allowed  at  Eugene  City. 

At  Jacksonville,  Quartermasters  Miller  and  Peters,  and  Commissar; 
Wadsworth,  purchase  as  follows : 

Hay,  401  tons,  at  $120  per  ton  ;  oats,  10,463  bushels,  at  $3  50  per 
bushel ;  wheat,  1H,220  bushels,  at  $3  50  per  busbel  ;  wheat,  crushed, 
6,666  bushels,  at  $4  50  per  bushel ;  flour,  equal  to  1,016  barrels,  at  10 
cents  per  pound,  say  $20  per  barrel ;  fresh  beef,  196,121  pounds,  at  18 
cents  per  pound  ;  bacon,  21,767  pounds,  at  60  to  76  cents  per  ponnd; 
coffee,  16,161  poDnds,at  45  to  75  cents  per  pound;  sugar,  27,M1 
pounds,  at  22  to  60  cents  per  pound; 

Jacksonville  is  situated  in  Jackson  county,  which  lies  south  of 
Douglas  county,  and  adjoins  the  California  line.  It  liea  remotelj 
from  any  market.  Large  quantities  of  supplies  were  purchased  here, 
and  higher  prices  appear  to  have  prevailed,  than  at  any  other  locality 
in  either  of  the  Territories. 

Fort  Lane  is  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Jacksooville,  aod 
purchases  made  there  afford  the  only  criterion  I  have  of  current  prices 
in  that  locality,  except  in  so  far  as  I  can  be  guided  by  the  price* 
already  allowed.  Lieutenant  8  weitzerwasdisbursing  at  Fort  Laoe,and 
he  made  large  purchases  of  oats — about  100,000  bushels — at  various 
prices,  ranging  from  five  to  twelve  cents  per  pound,  the  whole 
averaging  six  and  three-tenths  cents  per  pound,  or,  at  the  rate  of 
thirty-lonr  pounds  to  the  bushel,  $2  14  per  bushel.  Ue  also  purchases 
140,861  pounds  of  wheat,  at  from  two  and  a  quarter  to  three  and  two- 
third  cents  per  pound,  averaging  three  and  three-tenth  cents  per 
pound,  or  $1  96  per  bushel ;  of  fresh  beef,  6,417  pounds  at  18  uents, 
221  pounds  at  20  cents  ;  and  of  hay,  76  tone  at  an  average  price  of 
$44  per  ton.  Lientenant  Eazen  also  purchases,  at  the  same  place,  in 
March,  1856,  915  pounds  of  beef  at  10  cents,  and  1,024  pounds  at  18 
cents  ;  47  pounds  of  bacon  at  20  cents  ;  also  233  pounds  of  floor  at  3 
cents,  620  pounds  at  3^,  and  960  pounds  at  6  cents. 

Amongst  the  affidavits  faiiUBhed  from  Lane  county,  is  that  of  John 
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W.  GaTcrney,  who  aaya  he  resided  in  JacksoD  county  during  the  war. 
He  says  that  the  price  of  oafs  ayeraged  from  |1  25  to  $2  per  bushel, 
and  beef  sold  on  foot  from  |12  50  to  |16  per  hundred — retailed  from 
20  to  ?5  cents  per  pound  ;  flour  from  ten  to  twelve  cents  per  pound. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  sales  of  property  were  made  at  Jacksonville, 
00  the  23d  August,  1866,  as  follows : 

Flour,  12,000  ponnde  sold  at  3^  to  3|  cents  per  pound. 
Beef,     37,800      "        "    at  7^  cents  per  pound. 
Sugar,    3,085      "         "     at  15  to  22  cents  per  pound. 
CoBee,    2,153      "         "at  21 J  to  24  cents  per  pound. 

The  prices  at  which  these  articles  sold  were  no,  doubt,  governed  by 
a  variety  of  circumstances.  Much  would  depend  on  their  condition. 
,The  papers  are  silent  oi^  the  subject.  It  is  presumed  they  were  sold 
an  surplus  stores  on  hand  when  the  war  ended.  They  do  not  aS'ord 
a  fair  criterion  lor  prices  of  purchase  ;  still  they  afford  some  indica- 
tion of  what  such  property  was  worth  in  that  locality.  Considering 
all  the  circumstances,  in  connection  with  the  prices  actually  paid  for 
the  regular  service,  at  Fort  Lane,  and  which  I  have  followed  as  far  as 
possible,  I  have  allowed  as  follows  : 

For  hay,  $44  per  ton. 

For  oats,  $2  per  bushel. 

For  wheat  |2  per  bushel. 

For  wheat  crushed,  $2  40  per  bushel. 

For  flour,  |10  per  barrel. 

For  fresh  beef,  14  cents  per  pound. 

For  bacon,  25  cents  per  pound. 

For  coffee,  37  cents  per  pound. 

For  sugar,  25  cents  per  pound. 
The  following  is  a  condensed  statement  of  the  prices  allowed  fur 
each  of  the  specified  articles,  at  the  places  named,  commencing  at 
Portland  and  proceeding  southward  : 
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The  claims  for  purchases  made  at  other  points  in  Oregon  are  not 
Tery  large,  nor  do  they  essentially  differ  in  character  from  those  spe- 
cially referred  to.  The  same  principles  and  rules  have  been  applied  to 
them  as  far  as  practicable. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  some  instances  occur  where  supplies  were 
tnrned  into  the  service,  and  the  prices  charged  therefor  by  the  owners 
sod  reported  by  the  commissioners  were  helow  the  range  of  prices  estab* 
lished  by  me  as  the  maximum,  as  above.  In  all  such  canes  I  have 
allowed  the  transaction  to  stand  unaltered,  considering  the  price  sa  ' 
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charged  and  allowed  by  the  commissioner  as  the  carrent  pri(»  st  the 
time.     This  coarse  has  been  pursued  in  both  Territories. 

The  relative  prices  of  wheat  and  oats  seem  anomalous,  irheat  beiog 
uaually  sold  in  agricultural  sectionB  of  the  conntry  at  much  higher 
rates  than  oats.  With  regard  to  this,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say,  by 
way  r<f  explanation,  that  this  rule  does  not  seem  to  prevail  in  Oregon 
and  Washington  Territories,  or  at  least  did  not  at  the  time  of  these 
hostilities,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  from  the  pnrcbaaes 
made  for  the  regular  service.  The  prices  are  usually  the  same,  and 
are  generalljrso  reported  by  the  commiesioners.  I  have  only  followed 
what  seemed  to  be  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  market  in  that  region. 
And  this  explanation  must  also  serve  for  other  similar  cases,  as,  for 
instance,  the  relative  prices  of  pork  a:;d  beef,  &c.  In  all  such  cases  I 
have  been  governed  by  what  appeared  to  be  aetual  sales,  and  a  scale  of 
prices  adopted  by  the  commissioners. 

Keturning  now  to  Vancouver,  and  proceeding  northward,  I  find 
more  uniformity  in  the  range  of  prices  for  the  leading  articles  above 
enumerated,  purchaBed  fcr  the  Washington  Yohinteers.  The  prices 
do  not  vary  niaterially  from  those  of  Vancouver,  where  the  heaviest 
purchases  were  made  by  M.  B.  Millard,  qaartermaster.  The  pointe 
at  which  the  principal  purcbases  were  made  were  Vancoaver,  Olympis. 
Bteilacoom,  and  Port  Townshend.  Tn  addition  to  these  purchases, 
which  were  made  by  the  proper  purchasing  officers,  considerable  pai^ 
chases  were  made  by  captains  of  companies  and  others  for  the  uw  of 
their  respective  commands. 

At  Vancouver  I  allowed  the  average  prices  paid  for  the  regulsr 
service,  as  before  stated,  viz  :  flour,  $8  per  oarrel ;  fresh  beef,  10)  cents 
per  pound  ;  bacon,  20  ;  coffee,  16  ;  sugar,  10^  cents  per  pound  ;  hav, 
|26  per  ton  ;  oats,  |1  33  per  bushel ;  and  wheat,  |l  50  per  boshel 
This  same  range  of  prices  was  extended  to  purchases  made  at  each  of 
the  other  points,  with  slight  variations  where  data  was  found  indi- 
cating that  a  change  should  be  made.  At  Steilacoom  it  appeared  that 
16  to  18  cents  per  pound  had  been  paid  for  fresh  beef  for  the  regulw 
service ;  I  therefore  advanced  the  price  for  beef  to  the  average — IT 
cents.  For  flour,  $10  per  barrel  had  also  been  paid  there  ;  I  allowed 
the  same  price.  Also  at  Port  Townshend  I  advanced  the  price  of  cof- 
fee and  sugar  one  cent  per  pound  each.  At  the  other  points,  in  the 
absence  of  data,  I  followed  the  range  of  prices  as  reported  by  the  com- 
missioners, observing  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  relative  difference 
between  the  amount  reported  by  them  and  the  amount  allowed  by  me 
at  Vancouver. 

Clothing. — The  purchases  of  clothing,  such  as  blankets,  coats,  panta- 
loons, shirts,  hats,  caps,  boots,  shoes,  socks,  &c.,  including  some  camp 
and  garrison  eqaipa^ge,  amount  in  Oregon  to  $292,634,  and  is 
Washington  to  |134,S46  68,  making  an  aggregate  of  $427,479  68. 
The  clothing  seems  to  have  heen  of  every  quality  procurable  in  the 
market,  from  common  descriptions  to  the  finest,  embracing  fine  dress 
coats,  white  vests,  satin  stocks  and  ties,  fine  shirts,  fine  doeskin  panta- 
loons, fine  boots,  &c.,  at  prices  covering  a  very  wide  range.  These 
purchases  of  clothing  are  supposed  to  have  been  rendered  necessary  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  service,  as  without  them,  doubtless,  many  vomn- 
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teerg  votild  have  anffered  aad  been  unahle  to  render  service  at  all. 
The  descriptioDs  are  in  many  caaes  such  as  wonld  not  be  authorized  in 
the  regular  eervice.  They  had,  however,  to  do  the  beet  they  could 
under  the  circumstaoceB.  It  appears  that  quantities  of  clothing  were 
issued  or  sold  to  vohinteera  and  other  persona  employed  in  the  servioe 
and  charged  againat  them  as  "  stoppages,"  to  be  retained  out  of 
amounts  due  them  for  pay.  It  is  utterly  impnssible  to  fix  any  scale 
of  prices  to  apply  to  the  different  descriptions,  varying  so  much  ia 
quality  and  value  as  they  do. 

The  range  of  prices  paid  is  from  four  to  ten  dollars  for  blankets  ; 
coats,  from  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to  thirty  five  dollars  each ; 
pantaloonn,  from  two  dollars  twenty-five  to  sixteen  dollars  ;  shirts, 
Irom  ooe  dollar  twenty-five  to  six  dollars  ;  shoes  and  hoots,  from  ten 
dollars  twenty-five  to  fifteen  dollars,  &c  ,  for  the  various  descrintLons 
of  coarse  and  fine  and  for  summer  and  winter  clothing. 

I  have  made  a  uniform  deduction  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  per 
cent,  from  these  bills,  as  the  nearest  approximation  to  actual  cash 
prices  that  I  could  obtain.  This  I  have  done,  considering  that  the 
same  causes  that  produced  increased  valuations  on  other  descriptions 
of  property  operated  also  on  these.  The  same  deduction  of  thirty- 
three  and  one-third  per  cent,  has  been  made  on  the  charges,  or 
"stoppages,"  entered  against  the  pay  of  the  volunteers  and  em- 
p\oy6t,  80  that  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  goes  to  them.  Whether 
the  clothing  purchased  was  all  issued  or  sold  and  accounted  for  I  have 
not  been  able  to  determine.  The  difference,  if  there  be  any,  between 
the  amounts,  will  be  so  much  "dead  loss."  The  rolls  of  Oregon  show 
"stoppages"  to  amount  of  11^5,540  94,  and  those  of  Washington  to 
amount  of  $67,270  83,  making  an  aggregate  of  |231,811  77— being 
a  little  more  than  one-half  the  amount  of  purchases.  Some  sales  were 
made  at  auction  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  considerable  sales  or 
issues  were  made  to  employes,  as  already  stated,  but  the  amount  it 
is  diflicult  to  ascertain. 

Hospital  and  medical  accounts. — The  claims  connected  with  tbia 
department  amount  in  Oregon  to  $60,774  54,  being  for  medical  and  sub- 
aistencesupplies;  things  hired  J  rent  of  houses;  camp  and  garrison  equip- 
age ;  and  for  hire  of  persons,  as  surgeons,  assistant  surgeons,  clerks, 
nurses,  stewards,  cooks,  together  with  some  miscellaneous  purchases  of 
property.  The  prices  reported  are  enormous:  chickens,  as  high  as  $2 
each  ;  butter,  $1  to  $1  60  per  pound  ;  milk,  $1  to  $2  per  gallon  ;  hacou, 
60  to  75  cents  per  pound  ;  loaves  bread,  50  cents  each  ;  tin  cups,  75 
cents  each  ;  brooms,  $2  each  ;  crackers,  75  cents  per  poun  t ;  magnesia, 
$2U  per  pound  ;  aloes,  camphor,  and  gum-arabic,  $20  per  pound ;  qui- 
nine, $25  per  ounce,  &c.  House  rent,  $150  per  month  ;  rent  of  house 
and  farm  three  months,  at  $300  per  month.  For  services  of  cooks, 
stewards,  nurses,  laundresses,  &c,,  $4  and  $5  per  day  are  reported.  I 
have  allowed  two  dollars  per  day.  (Jonsidering  the  prices  allawed  for 
articles  purchased  at  least  double  the  cash  value,  1  have  generally  re- 
duced them  one-half;  in  a  few  extreme  cases  the  reduction  exceeded 
that.  That  they  were  inordinately  high  is  apparent  from  the  prices 
as  shown  by  the  report  of  sales  of  such  of  the  artices  as  were  sold  at 
the  close  of  hostilities.    For  instance :  a  clock  was  purchased  in  Maroh 
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at  $20,  and  sold  in  September  for  fifty  cents.  In  June  twenty  spit- 
toona  were  purchased  at  $5  each,  amounting  to  $100  ;  they  were  eold 
in  August  following  for  12j  to  25  cents  each,  having  been  in  use  only 
two  months.  On  the  2oth  June,  25  head  of  sheep  werti  purchased  at 
$20  each — $500;  12  of  them  were  used  and  the  remaining  13  were  sold 
in  October  for  $40,  or  a  little  over  $3  each.  Two  cows  and  calves, 
bought  in  March  for  $240,  were  sold  in  September  for  $60.  And  m 
on  of  every  description  of  property  that  I  have  been  able  to  trace  and 
identify,  many  anicles  beiofi;  entirely  lost  sight  of.  The  whole  sales 
of  medical  and  hospital  stores,  and  property  and  furniture  connected 
therewith,  amounted  to  about  $1,300.  In  Washington  Territory  the 
expenditures  amounted  to  about  $13,208  45.  The  prices  vary  some- 
what, but  are  apparently  very  high.  Cases  of  instruments  were  pur- 
chased at  from  $50  to  $300  per  set.  Bills  for  "medical  attendance"  on 
R.  8.  Robinson,  $539,  and  "medicine"  furnished  him  to  amount  of 
$231 :  total,  $770  ;  disallowed  in  toto.  Of  the  charges,  $550  are  for 
services  rendered  and  medicines  furnished  when  Mr.  Bobinsoa  was  not 
in  service,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  he  should  have  been 
attended  by  the  physician  at  the  post.  Eleanor  Price,  bill  for  nursing 
Oscar  Olney  from  11th  February  to  13th  June,  1856,  at  $5  per  day, 
$610,  and  rations  and  other  charges,  $105  30;  total,  as  reported, 
$715  30.  I  allowed  $160.  Such  other  cases  as  could  be  were  espe- 
cially acted  on,  and  the  remainder,  as  in  Oregon,  reduced  one-half. 

Miscellaneoua  daiTns. — Having  passed  upon  the  leading  items  of 
expenditure  in  bolh  Territories,  there  remains  to  be  considered  the 
residue  of  miscellaneous  claims  of  various  descriptions,  some  of  them 
of  considerable  amount',  but  in  most  cases  composed  of  small  items, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  a  large  sum,  and  to  which  no  specific 

f trices  can  well  be  applied.  There  are  bills  for  arms,  ordnance  supplies, 
nmber,  saddles,  bridles,  harness,  wagons,  and  a  great  variety  of  ar- 
ticles of  merchandise,  such  as  dry-goods,  groceries,  hardware,  table 
and  chamber  furniture,  stationery,  &c.,  &c.  It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  fix  a  scale  of  prices  for  these  various  descriptions  of  property  and 
merchandise,  being,  as  they  unquestionably  were,  of  every  grade  of 
quality  and  value,  or  to  determine  from  any  reliable  data,  the  current 
rates  for  such  property  in  the  country  at  the  time.  I  will  not  extend 
this  report  by  producing  here  the  prices  allowed  for  the  diO'erent  de- 
scriptions of  property  above  referred  to  ;  they  are  set  forth  in  my 
former  report  somewhat  in  detail.  In  a  few  cases,  where  sufficient 
data  was  available,  action  was  taken  on  the  parlicular  claims,  according 
to  the  circumstances  and  what  seemed  right  in  the  premises.  There 
were  also  some  claims  of  so  indefinite  a  character  as  to  seem  to  require 
further  evidence  and  explanation  before  they  should  be  allowed,  either 
in  whole  or  in  part.  Such  claims  were  marked  "suspended."  On  a 
review  of  what  has  already  been  done — as  is  believed  on  just  and  suf- 
ficient data  to  warrant  the  action — it  was  ascertained  that  the  averse 
reduction  on  the  prices  of  leading  articles  of  subsistence  and  forage 
was  about  43  per  cent,  in  Oregon,  and  37  per  cent,  in  Washington. 
On  careful  consideration  of  these  miscellaneoos  claims,  it  was  not  per- 
ceived that  an}  material  difference  should  be  made  between  them  and 
those  already  acted  on.  If  any  difference,  it  was  believed  to  be  against 
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rather  than  in  favor  of  these  latter  claims,  vliich  seem  to  bare  been 
made  up  ID  most  caaes  at  rates  more  extravagant  than  any  heretofore 
noticed.  The  generality  of  the  remaining  claima  were  disposed  of  at 
reductions  varying  from  33  to  50  per  centum,  according  to  the  prices 
charged,  as  thj  nearest  approximation  to  "actual  cash  prices"  that 
could  be  arrived  at. 

A  few  of  the  cases  specially  acted  on,  and  on  which  I  made  the 
heaviest  reductions,  may  be  briefly  stated  aa  follows : 

Hardy  C.  Kli£F  is  reported  for  a  "log  building  purchased  for  store- 
house," in  February,  |816.  At  the  sale  of  "public  property,"  in 
August,  be  bought  a  building  similarly  described  for  |25.  I  had  no 
doubt  it  was  the  same  building,  and  allowed  him  $175,  considering 
that  amount  sufficient  compensation  for  the  use  of  it  for  the  six  mouths. 

Hnrkneas  &  Twogoodare  reported  on  the  16th  April,  for  one  stable, 
$500  ;  one  building  for  storehouse,  $700  ;  and  two  corrals,  $350  ; 
total,  $1,550.  The  quartermaster  erected  two  new  buildings,  at  an 
expense  of  about  $1,500.  At  the  sale  in  August  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Twogood,  one  of  the  firm,  bought  four  buildings  (being  no  doubt 
the  two  old  ones  and  tbe  two  new  ones)  for  $231,  and  also  the  two 
corrals  for  $20,  making  $251  only  for  the  old  buildings  and  corrals,  for 
which  he  claimed  $1,550,  aud  also  the  two  new  biuldiogs,  conting 
nearly  as  much  more.  I  allowed  them  for  the  use  of  the  buildinga 
and  corral,  $246. 

Lewis  C.  Harman  is  reported  for  pasturing  40  horses  and  mules  nine 
weeks,  $1,080.  He  received  three  horses,  two  mules,  one  wagon,  and 
one  stove,  valued  at  $790  ;  balance  claimed  by  him  |290.  Consider- 
ing that  he  waa  already  paid  enough  for  the  pasturage,  I  drsallowed 
the  claim. 

Samuel  Trimble  is  reported  for  "  use  of  a  large  pasture  field  for 
work  oxen,"  13  weeks,  at  $100  per  week,  $1,300^  fallowed  him  $350, 

Solomon  Durbio  ta  repArteu  for  rent  of  stable  four-and-a-half 
months,  at  $75  per  month,  |337  50  ;  I  allowed  him  $100. 

George  Delaney  is  reported  for  use  of  a  pasture  field  12  weeks,  at 
$156  per  week,  $1,872  ;  I  allowed  him  $450. 

0.  o.  Drewiareportedforrentof  office  four  monthsaud  twelve  days, 
at  $125  per  month,  $492  76,  and  for  rent  of  office  37  days,  at  $125  per 
mouth  ;  total,  $646  92  ;  I  allowed  him  |120,  or  $20  per  month.  Mr. 
Drew  had  another  claim  for  rent  of  office  (eupposed  to  be  the  same 
room)  for  ten  months,  covering  some  eight  moaths,  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  at  the  same  rate,  and  amounting  to  $1,134  92.  The  commis- 
sioners reduced  this  latter  to  two  months,  at  $112,  making  $224  ;  I 
allowed  him,  at  the  same  rate  aa  above,  $40.  Furnished  rooms  are 
flhowD  to  have  been  rented  and  paid  for  in  cash  at  $12,  $14,  and  $20 
per  month. 

William  Q.  Griswold  is  reported  for  rent  of  office  from  Ist  October, 
1857,  to  31st  July,  1858,  10  months,  at  $60  per  month,  $600.  As 
the  whole  of  this  period  was  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the  war,  tbe 
claim  was  disallowed  entirely. 

Aaron  Bose  ia  reported  for  rent  of  office  an'd  stereroom,  ten  months 
at  $100  per  month,  $i, 000;  I  allowed  him  $250. 

Joseph  W,  Drew,  quartermaster,  is  reported  by  the  commission- 
eiB,  in  his  own  account,  for  keeping  three  borseB  from  ilth  October, 
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1856,  to  25th  Beptember,  1857,  at  $1  76  per  day  each,  amounting  to 
$1 ,848.  The  whole  of  this  ptiriod  being  after  the  cloBe  of  the  war,  I 
disallowed  the  claim  entirely. 

A  claim  of  Frint  &  Stewart,  for  feeding,  herding,  and  jiasturing 
animals  from  November  21,  1855,  to  July  18,  1856,  reported  aadae 
them,  $7,196  67,  (after  deducting  horses  taken  in  part  payment  to  the 
amount  of  $3,154  77,)  was  suspended  for  further  information.  At  the 
rate  charged,  it  would  have  required  244  animals  to  have  beeo  pas- 
tured for  a  continuous  period  of  eight  months  to  amount  to  the  aoove 
sum.  There  being  so  many  claijns  for  pasturage,  &c  ,  of  animals, 
and  this  claim  being  so  large  and  indefinitely  stated,  I  thought  it  heet 
to  suspend  action  on  it. 

Henry  Smith  is  reported  for  "  subsisting  citizens  who  were  desti- 
tute of  means  of  obtaining  it,  by  burning  of  eettlemeotB  in  Cow 
Creek  valley  by  hostile  Indians,  io  October,  1855,"  amounting  to 
|1,196.  Although  not  strictly  an  expenditure  incurred  in  "prose- 
cuting hostilities,"  (this  subsistence  appearing  to  have  been  fnrniebed 
"citizens"  and  not  soldiers,)  yet  as  the  claim  had  been  recognized  anil 
reported  by  the  commissioners,  I  allowed  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars 
for  boarding  per  week,  or  for  each  twenty-one  meals  charged,  which 
amounted  to  $34171. 

Numerous  claims  are  reported  for  forage  and  stabling  of  horses,  at 
$2  per  day.  Such  claims  I  reduced  to  66§  cents  per  day,  or  one-third 
the  amount  reported. 

G,  Chism  is  reported  for  hire  of  stable  three  months,  at  $250  pei 
month,  $750  ;  I  allowed  $50  per  month. 

Edward  Sheil  is  reported  for  rent  of  office  10  months,  at  $100  per 
month,  $1,000  ;  I  allowed  him  $20  per  month,  $200. 

Tomlinson  &  Wood  are  reported  for  160  sheets  draughting  paper,  at 
$3  per  sheet,  $460  ;  I  allowed  50  cents  per  sheet,  $75.  It  appears 
that  75  sheets  were  used,  and  the  remaining  76  were  sold  for  $11  25 
for  the  lot,  or  16  cents  per  sheet. 

Aaron  Rose  charges  for  4,336  meals  furnished  ofGcers  and  privates 
of  second  rej^iment  of  Oregon  militia,  and  clerks  and  employes  in  per- 
vice,  at  $1  per  meal  each,  $4,369.  The  meals,  at  $21  per  week, 
would  equal  206J  weeks'  boarding,  for  which  I  allowed  at  rate  of  $6 
per  week,  amounting  to  $1,239. 

Mr,  Joseph  Teal  is  reported  for  rent  of  his  office  64  days,  at  $5  per 
day,  $320,  and  for  rent  of  stable  64  days,  at  $3  per  day,  $192  ;  making 
$512.  I  allowed  him  for  his  office  $1  per  day,  and  for  his  stable  ftt 
the  rate  of  $20  per  month,  amounting  to  $110  66. 

Tj.  L.  Bradbury  is  reported  for  rent  of  blacksmith  shop,  two  forges, 
and  tools,  five  months  and  twenty-one  days,  at  $200  per  month  ;  one 
building,  nine  months,  at  $100  per  month  ;  another  building,  with 
well  and  onthouses,  eight  and  a  half  months,  at  $200  per  monui ;  one 
stable,  with  twenty  stalls  and  corral  attached,  five  months,  at  $1^0 
per  month ;  use  of  corral  and  five  stalls,  three  months,  at  $50  per 
month  ;  total,  $4,640.  ,  I  allowed  for  use  of  blacksmith  shop  $50  per 
month,  and  for  rent  of  buildings  $25  and  $50  respectively  per  month, 
and  for  rent  of  stable  and  corral  $30  per  month,  amountiDg  to 
$1,120  86. 

Aiken  &  Smith  are  reported  for  use  of  ferry  eight  months,  $2,460, 
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or  a  little  over  |300  per  mootli.  I  allowed  tliem  180  per  month,  $640. 
Aaroa  Rose,  who  has  already  been  referred  to  as  reported  for  rent  of 
office  for  eight  months,  at  $100  per  month,  and  several  thousand  meals 
furnished,  is  reported  in  another  place,  for  rent  of  ofBce,  at  $5  per  day, 
amounting  to  |&70  ;  for  storehouse,  |F2  60  ;  for  stable,  two  and  a  half 
months,  at  $200  per  month,  $500  ;  for  field  and  corral,  four  and  a  half 
months,  at  $100  per  month,  $450  ;  and  for  "  Rosebarg  Hotel,"  for 
qnarterB,  six  months,  at  |300  per  month,  $1,800;  total,  $3,382  60. 
The  hotel  seems  to  have  been  nsed  stt  a  kind  of  boarding-house,  for 
which  Mr.  Koee  has  large  bills  in  t^te  shape  of  meals,  boarding,  lodg- 
ing, &c.,  which  indicates  that  the  bouse  remained  in  his  possession, 
and  the  allowatioes  for  boarding  are  considered  sufficient  to  include 
lodging,  or  '*  quarters  ;"  no  allowance  is  therefore  made.  I  allowed, 
for  rent  of  stable,  $40  per  month  ;  for  field  and  corral,  $20  per  month, 
and  for  rent  ol  room  for  office,  $15  per  month  ;  amounting  to  $263  60. 

"  Douglas  county  "  is  reported  for  "  use  of  court-house,"  tor  stor- 
ing purposes,  nearly  $1,000.     I  disallowed  the  claim. 

Train  &  l^icholson  are  reported  for  "  steamer  Excelsior,"  from  28tb 
December,  1855,  till  28th  February,  185fi,  two  months,  at  $800  per 
month,  $1,600.  They  are  again  reported  for  same  steamer,  from  Ist 
April  till  l6th  Jaly,  three  and  a  half  months,  at  $1,500  per  month, 
$5,250.  I  have  been  informed  the  steamer  was  quite  a  small  one,  run 
by  four  men,  and  its  trips  confined  to  a  distance  of  less  than  thirty 
miles,  and  during  the  period  of  its  use  it  is  believed  to  have  been  in 
the  service  of  the  contractors  also  for  whatever  business  they  could  do, 
either  in  the  way  of  passengers  or  freight.  The  disparity  in  the  prices 
charged  is  extraordinary,  and  is  only  explainable  on  the  theory  that 
the  latter  service,  being  towards  the  close  of  the  war,  was  charged  for 
according  to  the  reduced  value  of  the  scrip  at  that  time.  I  have 
allowed  tor  the  five  and  a  half  months  at  the  rate  of  $600  per  month, 
$3,300.  Three  separate  daily  trips  are  specially  charged  for,  amount- 
ing to  $500,  during  the  period  in  which  she  was  employed  by  the 
month  as  above.     These  I  disallowed. 

William  A.  Mills  is  reported  for  use  of  a  "  ferry-boat "  from  let 
January  till  1st  March,  three  months,  at  $200  per  month,  and  from 
1st  ftlarch  till  1st  August,  five  months,  at  $100,  amounting  to  $1,100. 
It  can  scarcely  be  possible  that  during  all  this  period  this  boat  was  in 
the  exc^iMtve  use  of  the  volunteers.  The  name  of  the  ferry,  or  on  what 
stream  it  was,  is  not  stated.  It  is  presumed  the  boat  was  used  by  the 
owner  in  connexion  with  the  ferrying  of  the  volunteers.  I  allowed 
him  $30  per  month  for  the  use  of  the  boat,  amounting  to  $240, 

Jotin  Yokum  is  reported  for  ferry  over  South  Umpqoa  river,  five 
months  and  seven  days,  at  $300  per  month,  and  two  months,  at  $200 
per  month,  amounting  to  $1,990  32.    I  allowed  $60  per  month,  $434. 

Asahfll  Busti  is  reported  tor  printing  21,000  "  vouchers,"  atUcents 
each,  and  7,000  vouchers,  at  6  cents  each,  $2,080,  (voacbeis  are  bill 
heads,  with  certificate  attached,  printed  on  half  sheets  of  paper;) 
for  1  ream  blank  commissions,  $100  ;  lor  600  blanks,  at  dd  cents  each, 
$160  ;  for  2,000  blank  returns,  at  $25  per  thousand,  %&0  ',  ioi  1,200 
tbrage  returnfl,  at  10  cents  each,  $120  ;  fol  "  posteTa,"  aUtom^itt  to 
$40  per  hundred ;  and  for  advertiaing  ' '  ptoclanM*w»a,' '  ^^^ "»  "0>!4« 

,iz.db;,Goo^k' 
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Ko.  10,"  $30,  &c.,  at  $10  per  equare  for  three  insertions,  amounting 
to  $782  ;  total  Tor  printing  and  advertising,  $3,447.  For  printing 
the  vouchers  I  allowed  2  cents  each,  and  the  balance  of  the  bill  was 
reduced  in  like  proportion.  For  advertising  I  found  on  examination 
of  some  Oregon  papers  that  the  present  rate  of  advertising  is  from  $3 
to  $5  per  square  for  three  insertions.  I  also  found  that  some  other 
printers  had  charged,  at  the  same  time,  for  advertising  at  the  rate  of 
$5  per  Rquare,  as  a'bove,  and  I  therefore  allowed  that  rate — total 
amount  allowed,  $1,092  25. 

The  "  Mnltnomah  steamer"  is  reported  for  "  furnishing  and  towing 
transport '  Qazelle,'  with  troops,  horses,  and  men,  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Sandy  to  Cascades,"  on  the  22d,  24th,  27th,  and  28th  Octo- 
l)er,  and  on  the  2d  November,  1855,  five  trips,  at  $2,000  per  trip, 
$10,000.  The  steamer  "  Fashion"  is  reported  for  "  assistance  in  tow- 
ing transport  '  Gazelle,'  "  as  above,  at  $600  per  trip,  $2,500.  The 
distance  Irom  the  mouth  of  Sandy  river  to  Cascades,  on  the  Columbia 
river,  is  not  precisely  known  to  me,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  less  than 
thirty  miles.  There  is  an  endorsement  on  the  claims  of  the  "  Mult- 
nomah" that  "  the  amount  does  not  exceed  private  rates  for  the  same 
service  at  that  time,"  and  that  the  item  of  expense  was  engendered 
"at  a  time  of  emergency."  It  appears  this  latter  claim  was  sob- 
pended  by  the  commissioners  for  explanation,  and  an  extract  from  a 
letter  of  the  governor  of  Oregon,  addressed  to  them,  is  filed  with  the 
papers,  in  which  he  requests  them  to  consider  the  claim  "in  the 
nature  of  a  special  contract,  as  in  truth  it  was.  so  considered  by  the 
parties  concerned  on  both  sides,"  and  they  reported  the  claim  ac- 
cordingly, I  could  not  see  why  there  should  be  so  much  difference 
in  the  charges  of  the  "Fashion"  and  the  "Multnomah"  for  Uie 
same  service ;  but  as  the  claim  seemed  to  have  had  more  than  the 
usual  scrutiny  of  the  com  mission  ers,  and  was  accompanied  with  the 
explanations  stated,  although  not  entirely  satisfactory,  yet  I  hesitated 
about  cutting  it  down,  and  therefore  thought  best  to  suspend  action 
entirely.  The  claim  of  the  steamer  "  Fashion"  was  also  suspended, 
as  both  claims  should  be  acted  on  together.  As  the  claims  are  pre- 
sented it  would  appear  that  the  claim  of  the  "  Fashion"  is  entirely 
too  low,  or  that  of  the  "  Multnomah"  too  high.  A  full  knowledge  of 
the  facts  may  explain  this  discrepancy. 

These  will  suffice  as  examples  of  claims  to  which  no  general  rule 
could  be  applied,  and  which  were  specially  acted  on.  In  many  other 
cases  ot  like  description  the  reductions  were  in  a  less  ratio,  altboagh 
exceeding  the  general  average. 

Quantities. — The  fourth  clause  of  the  resolution  also  directs  me, 
"in  auditing  the  claims  for  supplies,  transportation,  and  other  ser- 
vices incurred  for  the  maintenance  of  said  volunteers,"  to  have  "  a 
due  regard  to  the  number  of  said  troops  and  to  their  period  of  ser- 
vice," and  not  to  *'  recognize  supplies  beyond  a  reasonable  approxi- 
mation to  the  proportions  and  descriptiona  authorized  by  existing 
laws  and  regulations  for  such  troojis,  taking  into  consideration  the 
nature  and  peculiarities  of  the  service." 

For  reasons  that  have  already  been  partially  stated,  I  have  found 
it  impracticable  to  attempt  to  cut  down  the  cJaima  for  services,  sap. 
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pliea,  or  transportation,  as  contemplated  in  this  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion.   Not  that  there  doea  not  appear  to  be,  in  some  of  these  itetne  of 
expenditure,  a  large  excess  over  what  would  be  a   "  reasonable  ap- 
proximation to  the  proportions  and  descriptions  authorized  by  exist- 
ing laws  and  regulations  for  such  troops  ,"  bnt  because  of  the  fact 
that  the  claims  all  stand  equally  well  authenticated,  and  on  precisely 
tbe  same  basis ;  and  it  is  therefore  impossible  for  me  to  determine 
what  claims  should  be  allowed  or  disallowed.     This  is  especially  tbe 
case  with  respect  to  persons  employed  in  various  capsicitieB,  and  ani- 
mals purchased  and  hired  for  transportation  and  other  purposes.     I 
have  not  made  the  precise  calculation,  but  it  would  seem  that  there 
were  about  half  as  many  employ^  as  there  were  volunteers  in   the 
service.     The  items  of  expenditure  for  "  hire  of  persons"  and  "  hire 
of  things,"  amount  in  tbe  aggregate  to  $1,278,833  in  Oregon,  being 
almast  equal  in  amount  to  tbe  pay  of  all  the  volunteers  in  the  service 
of  the  Territory,  includiug  the  pay  for  use  and  risk  of  their  horses. 
The  number  of  persons  hired  would  appear  to  be  out  ot  all  proportion 
to  the  number  of  volunteers  in  the  service.     And  the  same  may  be 
said  of  animals  hired.     When  it  is  seen  that  in  the  Oregon  service 
l,6dT  horses,  746  mnles,  and  1,015  oxen  were  purchased,  making 
3,458  animals,  it  seems  difficult  to  imagine  for  what  purposes  they 
could  all  have  been  needed,  or  to  what  use  they  could  have  been  ap- 
plied.    It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  of  tbe  Oregon  mounted 
volunteers  are  reported  for  pay  for  use  and  risk  of  thnr  own  horses  for 
the  period  of  their  service,  except  469,  who  are  stated  to  have  been 
mounted  on  "  public  horses."     But  notwithstanding  this  large  num- 
ber of  horses,  mules,  and  oxen  purchased  for  the  service,  claims  are 
reported  for  animals  hired,  amounting  to  perhaps  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.     Fully  satisfied,  as  I  am,  that  there  is  room  for 
reduction  here,   I  have  not  felt  justified   in  disallowing  any  of  the 
claitDB.     If  a  reductisu  be  made,  it  can  only  be  done  pro  rata  ;  bnt 
I  have  no  data  that  would  enable  me  to  determine  what  it  should  be. 
If  it  were  believed,  or  could  be  shown,  that  any  of  the  claims  were 
not  genuine,  bnt  fabricated,  the  case  would  be  different.     But  I  bare 
no  information  on  these  points. 

In  Washington,  630  horses,  26  mules,  and  219  oxen  were  purchased ; 
a  number  much  less,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  volunteers  in 
service,  than  was  purchased  for  the  Oregon  volunteers.  The  expen- 
diture for  "  hired  animals"  was  also  much  less  comparatively.  There 
may  be  some  cause  for  this  disparity,  growing  ont  of  the  "  peculiarities 
of  the  service,"  of  which  I  am  not  advised.  There  are  no  "  laws  or 
regulations"  that  I  could  apply  to  these  cases.  The  propriety  of  hir- 
ing the  employes,  or  of  purchasing  or  hiring  the  animals,  is  a  matter 
that  rests  almost  solely  on  the  sound  discretion  and  judgment  of  the 
oflScer  whose  duty  it  is  to  superintend  that  branch  of  the  service,  and 
depends  largely  ou  the  particular  exigencies  of  tbe  occasion.  In  the 
regular  service  there  are  checks  or  limitations  as  to  the  extent  of  ap- 
propriations, the  approval  of  superior  officers,  and  the  responsibility 
of  the  officer  incurnng  the  expense,  if  found  extravagant  or  improvi- 
dent ;  but  in  the  case  of  volunteers  called  out  as  these  were,  they  are 
entirely  ontaide  of  any  snch  restrictions  or  limitations,  and  there  is  no 
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check,  except  Euch  as  CoDgress  may  deem  proper  to  impose, in  making 
provision  lor  final  payment  of  the  claims.  With  regard  to  "trans- 
portation and  snpplies,"  there  are  some  regulations  and  atatntoiy 
proTieions  that  apply  to  the  reealar  Bervice ;  aa,  for  inatance,  tlie 
Dumber  of  rations  to  vhich  soldieTs  are  entitled  ;  the  component 
parts  of  a  ration  ;  the  amonnt  of  forage  for  horses,  &c. ;  and 
with  regard  to  troops  on  the  march,  there  is  a  regalation  rel&- 
tire  to  the  uomber  of  wagons  or  animals  to  he  employed  in 
transportation  of  baggage  for  each  particular  corps  ;  but  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  apply  any  of  these  regulations  strictly  to  these  claims. 
The  service  was  of  so  desultory  a  character,  and  the  information  res- 
pecting its  operations  is  so  limited  and  vague,  and  the  accounts  are 
so  mixed  up,  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  determine  precisely  where 
the  excess,  if  there  be  any,  exists  ;  and  even  when  found,  I  do  not 
know  nhat  particular  claim  to  allow  or  disallow.  In  the  article  of 
forage  for  horses,  in  Washington  Territory,  the  quantity  was  leas 
than  that  authorized  by  regulations,  the  animals  subsisting  prind- 
pstly,  as  it  is  understood,  oa  grass,  with  which  the  country  abounds. 
In  Oregon  Territory,  726  tons  of  hay  and  77,970  bushels  of  oat«  ap- 
pear to  have  been  purchased  ;  and  there  are  large  accounts  for  pastur- 
age and  keeping  of  animals,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  whetb«i 
toe  amount  is  in  excera  of  that  authorized  hy  regulations.  Consid«r- 
ing  the  number  of  animals  reported  to  have  been  in  the  service,  I  am 
of  opinion  the  quantity  of  forage  charged  would  not  exceed  the  regu- 
lation allowance  therefor.  With  regard  to  subsistence  supplies,  there 
is  less  difficulty  in  determining  the  amount  to  which  the  volunteers 
would  be  entitled,  according  to  regulation  allowances.  The  only 
serious  diCBculty  in  this  is  that  there  are  so  many  charges  for  hoard- 
ing, meals,  &o.,  mixed  up  with  the  accounts,  and  which  are  dtfBcnlt 
to  extract  in  an  accurate  Ibrm.  Au  approximation  has  been  made, 
however,  which  will  bo  briefly  stated.  The  total  number  of  da."' 
service  of  the  volunteers  in  Oregon,  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
sionerH,  was  406,193.  In  the  accounts  there  are  charges  for  47, i^^ 
meals,  equivalent  to  15,914  days,  which,  deducted  from  the  aboie, 
would  leave  390,279  days  to  be  subsisted,  and,  at  one  ration  per  day, 
would  entitle  to  that  number  of  rations  ;  to  this  add  say  one-half,  u 
the  number  of  rations  to  which  the  employes  of  every  description 
would  he  entitled,  and  we  have  635,418  rations  to  be  furnished  from 
provisions  and  supplies  purchased.  Now,  according  to  the  regula- 
tions fixing  the  component  parts  of  rations,  to  furnish  thia  number 
it  would  require  the  following  quantities  of  the  articles  named:  of 
flour,  668,59C  pounds;  of  fresh  beef,  731,772  pounds;  of  coffee, 
35,134  pounds  ;  of  sugar,  70,243  pounds.  It  appears  that  there  were 
purchased  for  the  Oregon  service,  of  flour,  864,355  pounds  ;  of  freeb 
beef,  667,416  pounds,  besides  some  purchases  on  the  hoot,  as  well  aa 
in  barrels  ;  of  cofllee,  49,653  pounds;  of  sugar,  98,555  pounds.  Thiu 
it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  flour  purchased  is  abont  one-fourth  in 
excess  of  the  regulation  allowance  ;  the  beef  is  probably  sbout  equal 
to  it ;  hut  besides  it  there  were  also  purchased  63,725  pounds  of  pork 
and  160,938  pounds  of  bacon,  equal  to  299,560  rations  of  pork  and 
bacon,  all  of  which  is  excess  ;  the  cofiee  is  in  excess  aboat  ooe-third, 
and  the  sugar  in  about  the  same  proportioc.   Some  allowance  should, 
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however,  be  made  for  wastage.    In  Washiugton,  the  total  number  of 
days'  Bervice  of  Tolunteers  le  estimated  at  abont  183,349,  or  a  little 
lesB  than  one-half  that  of  the  Oregon  service.     Their  purchases  were, 
of  flour,  eqnal  to  208,920  pounds  ;    fresh  beef,  63,266  pounds,  besides 
parcbases  on  hoof  and  in  barrels;  baoon,  104,707  pounds;  coffee, 
16,254  pounds ;  and  of  sugar,  49,179  pounds.  There  were  also  charges 
for  meals,  boarding,  &c, ,  as  in  Oregon.    It  will  be  perceived  that  the 
quantity  of  beef  purchased  is  much  less,  proportionally,  than  in  Ore- 
gon— this  is  partially  made  up,  however,  by  an  excess  of  bacon  ;   the 
coffee  is  in  about  the  same  proportion,  and  the  sugar  largely  in  excess. 
On  the  whole,  I  did  not  see  that  any  material  reduction  could  safely 
be  made  on  these  articlee,  at  the  present  time,  without  incurring  risk 
of  doing  great  injustice.    I  thought  it  best,  therefore,  to  merely  re- 
dnce  the  prices  ohar)ced,  as  hereinbefore  specified,  and  to  report  the 
facts  as  tney  are.     If  all  the  volunteers  reported  are  recognized  by 
Congress,  and  it  he  deemed  proper  to  make  such  reduction  as  will 
bring  the  quantities  to  the  regulation  standard,  then  it  can  be  accom- 
plished only,  as  before  stated,  by  a  pro  reUa  reduction.     But  if,  iu 
making  provision  tor  final  payment  of  the  claims,  proof  of  actual  bct' 
vice  be  required  in  support  of  the  rolls,  and  any  portion  of  the  volun- 
teers be  found  not  to  nave  rendered  the  service,  as  reported,  then,  in 
that  proportion,  the  qaantities  should  be  still  further  reduced.    What 
that  proportion  may  be,  will  depend  on  the  action  of  Coagress  in  this 
respect,  and  the  state  of  the  facte,  as  established  by  further  evidence. 
IHgpoaition  of  jnvper/^.^^mething  has  already  been  said  relative 
to  the  disposition  of  the  property  purchased  during  the  service.     Be-  ' 
Hides  the  1,697  horses,  746  mules,  and  1,016  oxen  purchased  for  the 
Oregon  service,  there  were  large  quantities  of  other  articles,  of  various 
descriptions,  which  could  not  have  been  consumed  or  eutirely  worn 
out  in  the  service,  snch  as  wagons,  saddles,  bridles,  arms,  equipments, 
together  with  articles  of  supplies,  jnerchandise,  medical  stores,  furni- 
ture, &c.     Such  articles  continued  to  be  purchased  nntil  the  very  date 
of  the  cessation  of  hostilities.     Houses  and  rooms  were  rented,  and 
some  were  furnished  with  cooking  and  other  stoves,  tables,  desks, 
table  and  chamber  furniture  of  every  description,  all  of  which  was 
subject  to  disposition  at  the  termination  of  hostilities.     The  total 
amount  realized  from  the  sales  of  every  description  of  property  and 
sapplies  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  war  in  Oregon  was  $78,656  49{ 
sold   for  cash,  |189,377  67  sold  to  claimants,  and  accounted  for  by 
cancellation  of  their  scrip  to  that  extent;  makingatotaloft268,034  17 
in  cash  and  scrip  sales.     The  remainder  of  the  property  purchased, 
not  embraced  in  these  sales,  must  be  set  down  as  worn  out,  lost,  or 
destroyed  in  the  service.     In  Washington  Territory,  the  amount  of 
sales  at  the  clofe  of  the  war  was  $133,986  08,  nearly  all  for  "  scrip," 
or  in  cancellation  of  claims.     It  is  quite  probable  that  considerable 
quantities  of  property  have  been  completely  lost  sight  of,  and  appro- 
priated, at  the  termination  of  hostilities,  to  the  private  use  of  inaivid- 
nals  in  whose  possession  it  happened  to  be  at  the  time.  It  is  not  likely 
that,  in  so  short  a  service,  any  large  proportion  of  this  pxo-jieTW  was 
worn  out  and  rendered  valueless.    Some  aUo«ftnce  may  bemaae  for 
the  loose  and  irregular  manner  in  whiob  t^ingB  were  4ooo 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  11 4 
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and  the  inexperience  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  everthing 
purchased  was  strictly  applied  to  the  service,  or  accounted  for  and 
disposed  of  when  no  longer  needed.  The  commiBsioners,  in  their  re- 
port, suggest  that,  until  "  reports  acccunting  for  all  property  used 
and  expended  in  the  public  service"  be  "made  and  furnished,  the 
Territory  stands  chargeable  therewith;"  but  I  do  not  perceive  that 
anything  could  be  gained  by  raising  such  a  charge  against  either  of 
the  Territories.  It  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that  any  better  "ac- 
counting," in  this  regard,  can  be  furnished,  at  this  late  day,  than  has 
already  been  furnished,  or  that  would  be  at  all  reliable. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  sum  of  $78,656  49  was  realized  t»  ccuk 
from  the  sales  of  property  at  the  close  of  hostilities  in  Oregon.  This 
fund  would  seem  properly  applicable  to  the  extinguishment  of  so  much 
of  the  claims ;  or,  in  case  they  were  assumed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by 
the  United  States,  they  would  be  entitled  to  recover  it.  Inquiry  was 
tberetbre  made  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  money.  It  appears  that 
160,548  25  has  been  reported  ae  "expended,"  in  various  ways,  for 
which  accounts  have  been  rendered  and  approved  by  the  commis- 
sioners. So  far  as  these  expenditures  purported  to  have  been  in  pay- 
ment of  property  purchased,  or  contingencies  connected  with  closing 
up  the  service,  and  in  good  faith,  I  allowed  them  to  stand  untouched. 
But  it  appeared  that  some  of  the  officers  and  clerks  bad  been  paid  out 
of  this  lund  tor  services  alleged  to  have  been  rendered  in  making  out 
their  accounts,  in  some  cases  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1857,  and 
as  late  as  the  middle  of  the  year  1858,  nearly  ttoo  years  after  the  vct- 
unteers  were  discharged,  at  rates  ranging  from  six  to  ten  dollars  per 
day  lor  the  whole  consecutive  period.  In  another  part  of  this  report 
I  have  stated  that  I  allowed  to  quartermasters  and  commissaries,  and 
their  clerks,  three  months  after  the  discbarge  of  the  volanteers  in 
which  to  make  out  and  close  their  accounts.  This  was  considered 
sufficiently  liberal.  In  fact,  as  a  general  rule,  it  has  been  held  that 
claims  ot  this  description,  when  presented  by  either  States  or  Territo- 
ries, must  be  made  out  entirely  at  their  own  expense,  and  that  no  part 
of  such  expenditures  shall  he  borne  by  the  United  States.  Bnt  I  did 
not  even  adhere  to  this  rule,  considering  that  under  the  circumstaDces 
it  might  be  relaxed  a  little  ;  and  believing  three  months  ample  time 
for  each  of  these  officers  to  finish  up  his  business  and  close  his  ac- 
counts, I  allowed  pay  for  himself  and  clerks  for  that  period  after  the 
discharge  of  the  volunteers.  This  is  the  period  fixed  by  law  in  which 
officers  of  the  regular  army  are  required  to  make  out  and  render  their 
accounts,  after  the  expiration  of  each  quarter.  Accordingly,  I  disal- 
lowed all 'claims  for  official  or  clerical  service  alleged  to  have  been 
rendered  after  that  time,  and  the  "cash  payments"  appropriated 
from  this  fond  in  liquidation  thereof  were  applied  as  set-off  against 
such  other  claims  as  the  officers  or  clerks  were  found  to  have  for 
services  rendered  by  them  during  the  hostilities.  In  this  way  I  re- 
claimed, by  extingnishment  of  other  claims,  $12,95li  94.  The  bqiu 
of  $18,108  24  is  also  reported  as  still  in  the  hands  of  certain  officers, 
and  this  amount  will  also  be  estopped  out  of  their  claims  for  pay,  <*tc. 
The  fifth  and  last  clause  of  the  resolution  is  ss  follows  : 
5th.  "That  all  clums  of  said  volunteers  for  horses,  arms,   and 
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Other  propel  ty  lost  or  destroyed  \a  said  service,  shall  be  audited 
aocordiDg  to  the  proTisione  of  the  act  approved  March  third,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-nine." 

The  act  of  3d  March,  1R49,  requires  all  claims  for  horses  or  other 
property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  Unite  i  States 
tfl  be  accompanied  with  evidence  of  Iors  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 
said  act,  and  other  proof  as  to  date  of  remounting,  value,  &c,  JSo 
such  evidence  is  found  in  any  of  the  rases  of  alleged  losKes,  nor  a-re 
any  of  the  requirements  of  said  act  complied  with.  No  action  has, 
therefore,  been  had  on  any  of  the  allowances  made  by  the  commis- 
siuners  for  horses  lost  in  said  service.  Should  any  such  be  found 
allowable,  and  proper  proof  thereof  be  made,  they  can  be  acted  on  at 
any  time,  if  provision  be  made  for  siicb  payment,  under  the  rules  and 
restrictions  provided  in  said  act,  which  is  executed  in  this  office. 

The  commissioners  stated  in  their  report  that  "  there  are,  doubt- 
less, to  some  limited  extent,  irregular  and  unascertained  claims  grow- 
ing out  of  the  late  volunteer  service  which  have  not  come  io  the 
notice  of  the  commission,  but  such  will  be  found  inconsiderable. 
Numerous  clainjs  for  compensation  for  the  spoliation  of  property  by 
hostile  Indians  during  the  war  have  been  presented  to  the  commis- 
sion ;  hut  eucb  claims,  however  meritorious,  have  not  been  acted  on, 
not  being  considered  within  the  proper  province  of  the  board." 

In  like  manner,  I  have  to  say  that  I  did  not  consider  any  claims  as 
legitimately  coming  before  me  except  such  as  bad  already  received  the 
action  of' the  commissioners,  and  therefore  were  included  in  tbeir 
report,  and  the  vouchers  and  papers  on  file  iu  my  ofBco,  at  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  I  have  before  remarked  that,  for 
this  reason  alone,  the  two  companies  of  volunteers  called  for  by  Major 
Rains,  and  furnished  by  the  acting  governor  of  Washington  Terri- 
tory, and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  are  not  em- 
braced amongst  those  reported  for  pay  by  the  commissioners,  and  are 
therefore  excluded  in  this  report.  Captain  Strong's  company,  num- 
bering sixty-two  men,  rank  and  file,  vras  in  service  from  the  Slat 
October,  1865,  till  29th  December,  1855  ;  and* Captain  Hays'  company 
numbering  eighty-eight  men,  rank  and  file,  was  in  service  from  the 
14th  October  till  14tb  January,  1856. 

These  companies  ought  to  be  included  in  any  provision  that  is  made 
for  payment  of  the  other  volunteers.  They  certainly  stand  on  as 
good  footing  as  any  of  the  others  ;  for,  in  addition  to  the  fact  of  ren- 
dering the  service,  it  is  shown  that  they  were  called  out  at  the  ex- 
press request  of  the  United  States  military  commanding  officers,  and 
were  regularly  mustered  into  the  service,  and  continued  therein  until 
diacharged.  The  claims  for  pay  and  other  allowances,  at  the  rates 
alldwed  regular  soldiers,  would  amount  to  about  fourteen  thousand 
dollars. 

EKCAPITULATION. 

Amount  found  due  for  military  services,  at  army  rates, 
on  rolls  of  both  Territories,  as  reported  by  the  com- 
miBsioners   ------       $521,379  73 
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Bronght  forward  -       $521,379  73 

A.n]ount  of  scrip  claims  for  supplies,  property,  &c., 
at  rates  fixed  b;  Third  Auditor      -  .  -      2,193,428  82 

Total 2,714,808  55 


The  agregate  amount  reported  b;  the  commissioneTS 

for  expeuBea  iucurred  iu  both  Territories  vas          -  6,011,457  36 

Amount  reported,  as  above,  by  Third  Auditor           -  2,7 14,808  55 

Reduction 3,296,648  81 


Claims  to  the  amount  of  $72,608  99  vere  marled  "saspeoded," 
for  reasons  already  stated.  Ou  further  inrestigation  they  would 
probably  be  found  allowable,  in  whole  or  in  part. 

It  is  true  the  aggregate  of  reduction  from  the  amount  reported  by 
the  commiBsioners  seems  large,  but  the  balance  still  remaining  as  the 
actaal  expenditure  during  the  hostilities  is  enormous,  when  compared 
with  the  number  of  troops  and  the  time  they  were  engaged  in  service. 
The  highest  number  of  troops  in  the  Oregon  service  at  any  period, 
as  shown  by  the  rolls,  was  2,124,  and  the  average  number  for  ten 
months  was  about  1,335.  In  Washington  Territory  the  highest  num- 
ber at  any  period  in  service,  as  shown  by  the  rolls,  was  844,  and  the 
average  number  for  twelve  months  was  about  634.  It  is  almost 
incredible  that  for  this  service  the  pay  of  each  soldier  and  the  cost  of 
aubsiating  and  maintaining  him  should  be  at  the  rate  of  eleven  t^Uorv 
and  Ji/leen  cents  a  day,  or  four  thousand  and  sixty-niTie  dollars  a  year. 
Yet  that  was  the  average  daily  expenditure  for  each  man  reported  by 
the  commissioners  on  account  of  the  troops  engaged  in  the  Oregon 
service,  from  enrolment  to  discharge.  In  Washington  Territory  the 
expenditure  averaged  about  eight  dollars  and  eight  cents  a  day  for 
each  soldier  in  service,  as  shown  by  the  rolls. 

This  large  excess  of  expenditure  on  account  of  the  Oregon  volun- 
teers is  calculated  to  attract  attention.  The  pay  of  the  volunteers, 
compensation  for  use  and  risk  of  horses  and  for  hire  of  employes,  as 
reported  by  the  commission  ere,  was  the  same  iu  both  Territories. 
Uaking  due  allowance  for  eomu  increase  in  prices  in  southern  Oregon, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  excess  is  attributable  in  a  great  degree  to 
greater  extravagance  on  the  part  of  the  officers  incurring  the  liabili- 
ties. This  is  the  result  of  the  irregular  and  irresponsible  manner  Jn 
which  the  war  was  carried  on  in  both  Territories,  and  which  operated 
alike  to  swell  the  liabilities  in  each,  but  in  a  greater  degree  in  Oregon 
than  in  Washington. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have  earnestly  and  assid- 
uously labored  to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  House  faithfully  and 
impartiaUy,  according  to  the  lights  I  have  had  before  me,  and  having 
in  view  the  just  claims  of  individuals  as  well  as  the  protection  of  the 
treasury.  I  am  not  unmindful  that  the  criticism  of  those  possessing 
snperior  personal  knowledge  of  the  subject  may  bring  to  view  errors 
of  judgment.  I  am  conscious,  indeed,  that  my  action  must  necessarily 
be  more  or  less  imperfect  and  liable  to  objection,  I  submit  it,  how- 
ever, with  great  deference,  as  the  nearest  approximation  to  right  and 
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what  the  reaolution  required  that  I  conld  make  under  the  circum- 
staacee.  Where  the  terms  of  the  reaolution  were  specific,  there  was 
comparatively  little  or  do  difficulty.  But  where  discretion  was  given, 
as  in  the  question  of  prices,  and  under  the  limitations  imposed,  the 
case  was  dinereot.  It  is  exceedingly  difEcuIt  to  apply  general  rules 
to  transactions  of  this  kind,  even  with  full  data  and  complete  prices 
current.  In  the  absence  of  these,  I  have  relied  most  on  the  range  of 
prices  shown  to  have  been  paid  by  officers  of  the  regular  army  at  or 
near  the  places  where  the  liabilities  were  contracted.  I  have  not 
usually  taken  mere  isolated  cases,  but  have  endeavored  to  obtain  the 
general  range,  and  from  that  deduce  an  approximation  to  the  actual 
cash  prices  in  the  country  at  the  time.  No  doubt  individual  cases  of 
hardship  will  occur.  Some  meritorious  claims  may,  perhaps,  have 
been  reduced  lower  than  they  would  have  been  with  a  full  under- 
standing of  all  the  facts  and  special  circumstances  connected  with 
them.  On  the  other  band,  some  less  meritorious  may  have  been 
allowed  too  high.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  cases  of  either  descrip- 
tion are  few  and  trivial  in  amount.  But  whatever  errors  may  have 
been  committed  in  this  respect,  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  they  will  be  found  on  more  full  investigation  to  have 
been  in  Mvor  of  rather  than  against  the  claimants  ;  for  I  am  free  to 
say  that,  in  cases  of  doubt,  I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  give  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  to  the  claim  as  reported  by  the  commissioners.  I  have  also 
overlooked  all  mere  technical  objections  and  iaformalities.  In  this 
way  many  claims,  indefinitely  stated  and  defective  in  other  respects, 
yet  having  received  the  approval  of  the  commissioners,  and  being  for 
objects  supposed  to  be  necessary  in  prosecuting  the  hostilities,  have 
been  allowed  in  whole  or  in  part.  A  rigid  application  of  rules 
requiring  specific  evidence  of  the  service,  or  other  article  for  which 
the  claim  was  presented,  would  have  resulted  in  the  rejection  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  claims.  It  has  been  repeatedly  stated  that  the 
evidence  on  which  these  claims  rest  consists  of  the  certUicatea  of  the 
peraona  purporting  to  have  been  queers  in  the  service  and  the  approved 
of  the  commianoners.  Behind  these  I  could  not  safely  go,  as  regards 
the  fact  of  services  having  been  rendered  or  supplies  furnished  as 
claimed,  except  in  cases  where  it  was  apparent  on  the  face  of  the 
papers  that  tne  claim  was  improper ;  nor  could  I,  for  the  want  of 
means  or  authority,  go  into  an  investigation  as  to  whether  the  claims 
were  bona  fide.  My  action  therefore  may  be  considered,  in  a  great 
degree,  as  in  the  nature  of  a  scaling  of  prices,  rather  than  an  adjudica- 
tion or  endorsement  of  the  claims  so  far  as  allowed. 

Consider  the  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  the  generation 
of  these  claims ;  the  irregularities  of  the  service  ;  the  absence  of 
accountability  on  the  part  of  officers  incurring  liabilities  to  the  autho- 
rity from  which  payment  was  expected;  the  fact  that  little  or  no 
check  existed  against  improvidence  ;  the  opportunities  that  were  thus 
presented  for  swelling,  by  means  of  extravagant  charges  and  other- 
wise, the  claims  against  the  government ;  the  remoteness  of  the  Ter- 
ritories, and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  fiill  and  reliable  information 
therefrom,  and  the  embarrassments  that  surrounded  the  g.nlgeot  will 
bemorefnlly  appreciated.  .  ^  n  A_iOOJ^^k' 
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Copies  of  the  correspondence  had  relative  to  these  claims  accom- 
panj  this  report.  In  several  of  the  letters  reference  was  made  to  the 
cauue  or  origin  of  the  hostilities,  and  particular  incidenta  connected 
therewith.  Considering  that  these  Bubjectg  did  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  1117  authority  under  the  resolutioo — that  I  had  nothiog  to  do 
with  the  primary  cause  of  the  hoatilitiea,  or  the  mode  and  manner 
of  their  prosecution  in  a  military  point  of  view,  1  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  omit  such  portions  as  are  ot  the  character  referred  to.  If, 
however,  full  copies  he  desired,  they  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  House. 

Tabular  statements  also  accompany  this  report,  as  follows  : 

A.  Statement  showing  the  number  of  men  enrolled  in  the  volunteer 
service  in  Oregon  in  each  month  during  the  hostilities. 

B.  Statement  showing  the  number  of  men  enrolled  in  the  volunteer 
service  in  Washington  in  each  month  during  the  hostilities. 

C.  Statement  giving  the  rates  of  pay  allowed  t«  the  officers  and 
soldiers  in  the  volunteer  service  in  both  Territories,  according  to  the 
resolution  limiting  tbem  to  the  rates  allowed  officers  and  soldiers  in 
the  regular  army. 

D.  Statement  showing  amounts  due  each  company  in  service  in 
Oregon,  as  reported  by  the  commissioners,  and  as  reported  by  Third 
Auditor,  including  field  and  staff. 

E.  Statement  sliowing  amounts  due  each  company  in  service  in 
Washington,  as  reported  by  the  commissioners,  and  on  reported  hy 
Third  Auditor,  including  field  and  staff. 

F.  Statement  shoning  amounts  due  for  services,  supplies,  &c.,  in 
the  different  departments  of  the  volunteer  service  in  Oregon,  as  re- 
ported by  the  commissioners,  and  as  reported  by  the  Third  Auditor. 

Cr.  Statement  showing  amounts  due  for  services,  nupplies,  &c.,  in 
the  different  departments  of  the  volunteer  service  in  Washington,  as 
reported  by  the  commissioners,  and  as  reported  by  the  Third  Auditor. 
H.  statement  showing  the  prices  paid  by  officers  of  the  United 
States  army  for  quartermasters'  and  commissary  stores,  in  Wash- 
ington and  Oregon  Territories,  in  the  years  1856  and  1856. 
'  I.  Statement  showing  the  rates  paid  by  officers  of  the  United  States 
army,  lor  the  hire  of  persons  and  things,  in  Washington  and  Oregon 
Territories,  in  the  years  1855  and  1856. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  J.  ATKINSON, 

Third  Auditor. 
Hon.  William  Pensington, 

Speaker  of  Ike  House  of  Itepreeentatives, 


Treaeury  Dgpariuskt, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  February  24,  1859. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  resolotion 
adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  8th  ingtant,  and 
received  at  this  office  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

By  this  resolution,  yon  will  perceive,  it  is  made  the  dnty  of  the 
Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  examine  the  Toaohers  and  pap«« 
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now  in  his  office,  representing  claims  of  citizens  of  Oregon  sod  Wash- 
ington Territories  for  pay,  supplies,  &c.,  throwing  out  of  Indian 
hostilities  in  those  Territories  in  the  years  1855  and  1856,  and,  upon 
certain  principles  prescribed  in  the  said  resolution,  to  make  a  report 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  firpt  Monday  of  December 
next,  of  the  amount  respectively  due  to  each  company  and  individusl 
engaged  in  said  service,  &c. 

A  cursory  examination  of  those  papers,  which  are  very  voluminous, 
has  already  been  had  in  this  office,  with  a  view  of  answering  certain 
inquiries  addressed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  the  result  of  which  was  embraced  in  a  letter  or  report  on  the 
subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  sometime 
ago.  Those  papers,  I  may  say,  are  transmitted  here  through  the 
War  Department,  by  Captain  Ingalls,  Captain  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Grorer,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  late  Secretary  of  War  to 
examine  into  the  claims  incurred  in  suppressing  the  Indian  hostilities. 

By  the  iburth  clause  of  the  resolution  I  am  directed,  in  auditing  the 
claims  for  supplies,  transportation,  and  other  services  incurred  for  the 
maintenance  of  said  volunteers,  "to  have  a  due  regard  to  the  number 
ot  said  troops,  to  tbeir  period  of  service,  and  to  the  prices  current  in 
the  country  at  the  time." 

The  commissioners  in  their  report  say  that  "frequent  conferences 
were  had  with  officers  and  agents  who  originated  these  vouchera,  and 
with  the  parties  claimant,  in  all  cases  admitting  of  doubt  in  the 
regularity  and  integrity  of  the  claims  ;  and  when  necessary  the  sworn 
statements  of  disinterested  persons  have  been  taken." 

"  Iq  passing  upon  the  rates  of  compensation  and  allowances,  the 
commiesioDers  took  into  consideration  the  various  market  prices  of 
the  different  sections  of  country  embraced  in  the  field  of  operations 
during  the  late  Indian  war,  and,  on  the  statements  and  testimony  of 
the  most  competent  witnesses,  carefully  adjusted  prices  current  of  the 
various  local  markets.  With  these  rates  as  a  guide,  each  voucher  was 
examined  with  reference  to  the  sum  therein  allowed  for  the  property 
or  service  described." 

It  will  become  necessary  for  me,  in  executing  the  order  of  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives,  to  obtain  all  available  information  on  this  subject, 
with  a  view  of  acting  intelligently,  as  the  papers  now  on  file  are 
entirely  silent  on  these  points  in  the  matter.  I  have  no  doubt  this 
testimony,  if  preserved,  would  be  useful  in  the  examination  about  to 
be  made ;  and  as  I  cannot  perceive  that  there  should  be  any  objection 
thereto,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  an  order  be  obtained  for  its 
immediate  transmission  here. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  ought  to  be  authorized  to 
have  recourse  to  other  sources  of  information.  It  is  true  that  I  may 
find  something  bearing  on  the  subject  of  prices  in  the  accounts  of 
disbursing  officers  on  the  Pacific,  whase  accounts  are  on  file  in  this 
o&ce.  But  I  hare  already  had  reference  to  them,  the  result  of  which 
is  stated  in  the  former  report.  The  information  there  obtained  is 
meagre  and  not  sufficiently  comprehensive.  Many  of  the  purchases 
and  items  of  expenditure  charged  are  of  a  special  character,  such  as 
are  not  to  be  found  in  the  accounts  of  regular  officers.    I  respectfully 
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aabmit  for  your  coDaideration  whether,  in  view  of  the  ma^ttade  of 
the  claims  inToWed,  the  importance  of  having  all  iDfurmatioti  &Tail- 
able  in  order  to  have  correct  data  on  which  to  act,  aome  additiooBl 
meana  or  aathoritj  shoald  not  be  placed  at  my  disposal  ? 

I  do  not  presuine,  of  courae,  to  indicate  what  authority  should  ba 

f  ranted  in  toe  premises,  but  aubmit  the  matter,  so  that  if  yon  shoald 
eem  it  proper  yon  might  direct  the  atteotioo  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Anairs  to  the  aubject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serraut, 

R.  J.  ATKINSON,  AudUvr. 
Hon.  Howell  Cobb, 

Secretary  of  the  TVetaury. 


TbSABURT  DEPARrtUBHT, 
Third  Auditor's  Q^,  February  28,  1859. 
Sir  :  The  letter  of  Hod.  C.  J.  Faulkner,  chairmao  of  the  Committee 
OD  Military  Affairs,  House  of  Bepresentatives,  of  the  26th  instant,  is 
reply  to  yonra  of  that  date,  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  relative  to  claims  growing  out  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Oregon 
and  Washington  Territories,  and  requesting  from  you  "an  estimate 
sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  resulting  from  this  order  of  the  Hoqh," 
referred  to  me  for  a  report  thereon,  Z  have  the  honor  to  return  here- 
with, and  to  state:  That,  from  my  present  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
I  have  great  difScuIty  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  as  to  a  prorable 
amount  to  cover  such  expenses,  or  indeed  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be 
pursued  in  prosecuting  the  farther  investigation  and  obtaining  full 
informatioD,  and  hence  my  aubmission  of  tbe  matter  to  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  24th  instant.  I  had  intended  to  have  a  conference  with 
you  on  the  subject,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  yoor  own  opinion  in  this 
regard.  It  may  be  thought  advisable  to  send  a  competent  person  to 
those  Territories,  or,  if  it  be  thought  practicable,  to  secure  theservicM 
of  some  person  or  persons  resident  there,  with  a  view  of  eliciting  ail 
the  information  obtainable.  Should  this  be  done,  it  is  obvious  that 
some  expenditures  would  have  to  be  made.  It  seems  to  me  the  com- 
mittee, under  the  circumstances,  are  about  as  well  advised  as  to 
the  probable  amount  that  might  be  required  as  I  am  myself.  I  should 
certainly  desire  and  endeavor  to  incur  as  little  expense  as  poasible. 
Whatever  further  aathority  or  means  the  committee  may  deem  proper 
to,  place  at  my  disposal,  1  shall  use  with  proper  cantion  and  economy; 
or  in  the  event  of  nothing  being  done,  shall  carry  out  tbe  order  of  tbe 
House  as  best  I  can  with  the  sources  of  information  at  my  command. 
I  will  remark,  however,  as  Mr.  Faulkner  requesta  an  estimate,  that  an 
appropriation  of,  say,  two  thousand  dollars  might  be  advisable;  and  if, 
on  further  conference  with  yourself,  all  or  any  portion  thereof  can  be 
dispensed  with,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  do  ao. 
I  am,  very  reapectfuUy,  your  obedient  aervant, 

K.  J.  ATKINSON,  Avditor, 
Hod.  Howell  Cobb, 

Secretary  q^  the  Treaavry.  .-^  , 

D,3„z.d  by  Google 
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Tesabdbt  Dbparthbnt, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  March  14,  1869. 

Sib  :  By  resolatioa  of  the  HoOBe  of  RepreBentatives,  adopted  on  tho 
8tli  ultimo,  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasiny  is  directed  to  examine 
the  ToucherB  and  papers  oow  on  file  id  his  office,  relating  to  the  olaims 
of  citizens  of  Wsahington  and  Oregon  Territories  for  expenses  incurred 
in  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  in  said  Territories  in  the  years  1856 
and  1856,  and,  upon  certain  principles  indicated  in  said  resolution,  to 
report  thereon  to  the  said  Honse  of  RepresentatiTes  on  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next,  &c. 

In  the  report  of  the  commiasioaers  appointed  by  the  late  Secretary 
of  War,  accompanying  the  claims,  it  is  stated  that  during  their  inves- 
tigation  "frequent  conferences  were  had  with  officers  and  agents  who 
originated  these  vouchers,  and  with  the  parties  claimant,  in  all  casea 
admitting  of  doubt  in  the  regularity  and  integrity  of  the  claims,  and 
when  necessary  the  sworn  statements  of  disinterested  persons  hare 
been  taheu."  "Id  passing  upon  the  rates  of  compensation  and  allow- 
ances, the  commission  took  into  consideration  the  various  market 
prices  of  the  different  sections  of  country  embraced  in  the  field  ot 
operations  during  the  late  Indian  war,  and,  on  the  statements  and 
testimony  of  the  most  competent  witnesses,  carefully  adjusted  prices 
current  of  the  various  local  markets,  &c." 

On  examination  of  the  papers  transmitted  by  the  commissioners 
with  their  report,  it  appears  that  the  statements,  testimony,  prices 
CDrrent,  &c. ,  referred  to,  have  been  retained  by  them.  It  ia  important^ 
in  discharging  the  duty  imposed  on  me,  that  I  should  be  in  possessioa 
of  all  the  information  available  on  the  subject ;  and  as  it  is  presumed 
that  this  evidence  is  atillin  the  possession  of  the  commissioners,  or  some 
one  of  them,  and  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  as  it 
would  seem  proper  at  any  rate  that  it  should  be  filed  with  all  the  other 
papers  now  in  this  office  in  support  of  said  claims,  I  have  the  honor 
respectfully  to  request  that  you  will  procure  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  an  order  to  said  commissioners  to  transmit  said  evidence,  &c., 
together  with  all  other  papers  pertaining  to  said  claims.  As  consid- 
erable time  will  necessarily  elapse,  in  consequence  of  the  great  distance, 
it  is  desirable  that  the  said  order  may  be  furnished  me  in  time  for 
transmission  by  the  next  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aorvant, 
B.  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 

Hod.  Howell  Cobb, 

Secretary  of  the  Ireamry. 

[EsaorMd.] 
The  request  of  the  Third  Auditor  will  be  complied  with  by  the 
commissioners. 

J.  B.  FLOYD, 

jSecrriary  ^  War. 
War  Dbfabtmsst,  March  18,  1869. 
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Trbabdby  Departmkhi, 
Third  Auditor's  Offlee,  Mardh  19, 1859. 
Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  herewith  please  find  copy  of  a  letter  from 
this  office,  with  endorBement  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  requiring  the 
traasmission  of  certain  papers,  documents,  &c.,  connected  with  tbe 
claims  of  citizens  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  for  expeiues 
incurred  in  the  late  Indian  hostilities. 

Be  pleased,  at  your  earliest  convenience  after  recciTing  this  letter, 
to  have  the  same  properly  put  up  and  sent  to  my  address.    If  the 
package  is  at  all  bulky,  I  would  suggest  that  perhaps  it  would  be 
better  to  send  through  the  express. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

R.  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 
Capte.  A.  J.  ShitHj  B.  iNSALii,  and  Lafatetie  Gbotcr,  Esq. 


Treasury  Dspartment, 
Third  Auditor's  O^ce,  March  31,  1859. 

SiK ;  Enclosed  herewith  please  find  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  adopted  on  the  Sth  of  February  last,  bj 
which  I  am  instructed  to  make  an  examination  of  the  Touchers  i>o.i 
papers  on  file  in  this  office,  connected  with  claims  of  citizens  of  Oregon 
and  Washington  Territories,  for  expenses  incurred  in  suppressing  In- 
dian hoetilities  in  said  Territories  in  1855  and  1856,  and  report  to 
said  House,  on  the  first  Moaday  in  December  next,  the  amount  ilae 
and  allowable  for  services,  supplies,  &c.,  agreeably  to  certain  riiles 
and  principles  prescribed  in  said  resolution. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  tbe  fourth  clause  of  the  resolution,  and 
will  (eel  greatly  obliged  if  you  will,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  fur- 
nish me  with  all  the  information  in  your  possession  on  that  branch  of 
the  subject,  and  with  specinl  reference  to  the  following  points : 

Ist.  The  prevailing  prices,  for  cash,  during  the  last  quarter  of  tbe 
year  1855,  and  the  first  and  second  quarters,  respectively,  of  the  year 
1850,  of  leading  articles  of  supplies,  property,  &c.,  such  as  horses, 
mules,  oxen,  hay,  oats,  beef,  pork,  flour,  potatoes,  sugar,  and  aach 
other  articles  as  were  purchased  for  tbe  use  of  the  service  in  the  locali- 
ties in  which  you  were  situated,  or  had  the  means  of  knowing  from 
personal  knowledge. 

2d.  The  difference,  if  any,  in  the  prices  of  such  articles  of  property, 
supplies,  merchandise,  &c.,as  were  purchased  for  the  volunteer  service, 
or  the  compensation  of  persons  for  services  rendered  in  varioiu 
capacities  in  connexion  therewith,  as  paid  for,  or  agreed  to  be  pud 
for,  io  what  is  termed  "scrip,"  or  certificates  of  indehtedoeas,  and 
the  prices  at  which  such  property,  supplies,  labor,  &c.,  could  have 
been  obtained  at  tbe  time  if  paid  for  in  cash. 

I  also  transmit  a  printed  copy  of  my  report  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  late 
session  of  Congress,  on  the  subject  oi  these  claims,  and  I  will  thank 
you,  if  your  duties  will  permit  an  examination  thereof,  that  you  will 
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comtunnicate  to  m«  aaj  information  in  your  poBseBsioa  on  any  of  the 
poiatB,  or  aabject-mattere  of  claim,  thereiu  referred  to.  Also,  any  in- 
IbrmatioQ  in  yoar  posseesion  with  reference  to  branches  of  the  reeolu- 
tioQ  of  the  House,  other  than  those  before  referred  to,  that  would  throw 
light  on  the  subject,  or  aid  ia  arriving  at  correct  conclusiona  relative 
thereto,  my  object  in  addressing  you  being  to  obtain  all  the  information 
svailable  on  the  subject. 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

R.  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 
Lieat.  E.  J.  Habvib, 

Fort  Steilacoom,  Stetiacoom,  WasMngton  Territory. 


A.  similar  letter,  same  date  as  the  above,  was  addressed  to  the  fol- 
lowing officers: 

Lieut.  G.  H.  Hill,  Fort  Vancouver,  VanconTer,  W.  T. 

Lient.  L.  Lorain,  Fort  Umpqua,  TJmpqua  city,  Oregon. 

Ijieat.  Col.  E.  J.  Bteptoe,  Forest  Depot,  Bedford  county,  Va. 

Maj.  G.  0.  Haller,  Fort  Townshend,  Port  Townshend,  W.  T. 

Capt.  T.  Jordan,  Fort  Dalles,  Dalles  of  Columbia,  Oregon. 

Capt.  D.  Woodruff,  escort  of  N.  W.  Boundary  Commission,  What- 
com, via  Port  Townsend,  W,  T. 

Capt.  R.  W.  Kirkham,  Fort  Walla- Walla,  via  Vancouver,  W.  T. 

Lieut.  A.  V.  Eaatz,  escort  to  N,  W.  Boundary  CommiasioQ,  What- 
com, via  Port  Townshend,  W.  T. 

Lieut.  C.  A.  Reynolds,  Fort  Steilacoom,  Steilacoom,  W,  T, 

Capt.  H.  M.  Black,  Fort  Simcoe,  via  Vancouver,  W.  T. 

Lieut.  L,  Bissell,  Fort  Dalles,  Dalles  of  Columbia,  Oregon. 

Lieut.  P.  Mallory,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Lieut.  C.  R.  Woods,  Fort  Walla-Walla,  via  Vancouver,  W.  T. 

Lieut.  R.  N.  Scott,  Fort  Townshend,  Port  Townshend,  W.  T. 

Lieut.  J.  K.  McCall,  Fort  Vancouver,  Vancouver,  W.  T. 

Lieut.  J.  B.  S.  Alexander,  Fort  Simcoe,  via  Vancouver,  W.  T. 

Col.  George  Wright,  Fort  Dalles,  Dalles  of  Colombia,  Oregon. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  Casey,  Fort  Steilacoom,  Steilacoom  city,  W.  T. 

Lieut.  W.  T.  Gentry,  Fort  Hoskins,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Lieut.  J.  W.  Forsythe,  Fort  Yamhill,  Dayton,  Oregon. 

Lieut.  P.  P.  Sheridan,  Fort  Yamhill,  Dayton,  Oregon. 

Lieut.  J.  Van  Voast,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Lieut.  C.  McKeever,  Camp  Floyd,  U.  T. 

Lieut.  B.  D.  Forsythe,  Fort  Yamhill,  Oregon. 

Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Capt,  John  Withers,  Baa  Antonio,  Texas. 

Capt.  Thoa.  J.  Cram,  care  Snperintendent  Coast  Survey. 

Lient.  G.  Crook. 


Treabuby  Dgpartubnt, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  April  1,  1859. 
Sia :  On  yesterday  I  enclosed  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  referring  to  me  for  examination  and  repoiti[tb^^ 
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Oregon  and  Washington  claimH,  for  expenses  &c.,  incurred  in  enp- 
preaaing  Indian  hostilities  in  1855  and  1836  ;  also  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  on  that  guliject, 
and  requested  from  yon  certain  information  on  points  indicated. 

On  page  eisty-oneof  the  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  you  will  observe  I  stated  the  result  of  an  examJDatioD 
of  your  accounts  in  this  office,  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1856  and  tbe 
first  quarter  of  1856,  with  reference  to  the  prices  paid  by  you  for  horea, 
mules,  &c.,  for  the  regular  service.     I  then  stated — 

"  Lieutenant  Withers,  during  the  two  quarters,  purchased  one 
hundred  and  eleven  horses,  at  prices  varying  from  $60  to  )200,  the 
average  cost  being  little  less  than  $124.  Some  of  these  are  described 
as  "  American  horses,"  varying  from  $160  to  $200  each  ;  others,  u 
"  half-breed,"  at  about  $125.  Of  mules,  fifty-one  were  purchased  tt 
prices  varying  from  $140  to  $200  each,  and  averaging  $158  each,  &c." 

In  a  speech  of  Hon.  L.  F.  Grover,  of  Oregon,  in  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  on  this  subject,  delivered  on  the  21st  February,  referrii^ 
to  these  purchases  made  by  you,  as  stated  in  my  report,  he  saya : 

"  This  purchase  of  horses  by  Lieutenant  Withers  was  made  known 
to  the  commission  at  the  time  of  their  action  on  the  allowances  for 
horses  lost  in  service  which  they  reported.  Lieutenant  Withera  lia'- 
ing  been  transferred  from  the  department  of  the  Pacific  to  the  depart- 
ment of  Texas,  the  commission  caused  the  principal  agent  who  ina^ 
those  purchases  to  come  before  them.  They  took  bis  sworn  tefltimonj 
relative  to  the  value  of  those  animals,  and  the  value  of  the  animnU  in 
the  volunteer  service,  with  which  he  was  well  acquainted.  Hisstile- 
ments  were,  that  these  one  hundred  and  eleven  horses  were  genertUy 
of  an  inferior  order,  that  very  few  of  them  were  of  American  blooJ, 
and  were,  in  some  instances,  returned  worn  out  horses  from  the  volan- 
teer  service;  that  as  an  average  lot  they  were  notof  one-half  the  »J« 
of  those  of  the  first  regiment  of  Oregon  mounted  volunteers.  He  fa- 
ther states  that  none  of  them  were  fit  for  mounting  dragoons  in  tbe 
regular  service." 

Governor  Stevens,  of  Washington  Territory,  in  a  speech  deliweo 
on  the  same  day,  on  this  subject,  speaking  of  the  facta  established  t«- 
fore  the  commiasion  in  regard  to  the  horses  purchased  for  the  regnltf 
service,  said : 

"  They  were  mostly  Indian  ponies,  or  horses  of  Spaoish  blood,  Tito 
a  few  worn  out  American  horses.  They  were  purchased  for  thepoT" 
pose  of  remounting  the  dragoona,  under  an  order  from  General  Wool, 
prohibiting  the  paymentof  more  than  $200  for  one  horse.  They  were 
taken  to  Vancouver,  and  every  one  of  them,  before  a  board  of  regnltf 
officers,  was  condemned  oa  unfit  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  veit 
purchased.  Not  an  animal  came  up  to  the  regulation  standard.  M 
one  was  fit  for  cavalry  uses.  The  agents  who  purchased  these  hor«» 
gave  their  sworn  testimony  that  the  horses  purchased  for  thevolunt«« 
service  were  every  one  up  to  the  dragoon  standard,  and  that  thiui  vuV 
was  more  than  double  the  value  in  cash  of  the  horses  purohaaed  for  ths 
regular  service." 

And  again :  "  It  matters  not  that  horses  at  private  sale  bring  from 
$300  to  $500.    It  matters  not  that  the  people  are  taxed  for  horaee  at 
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the  same  rates.  It  matters  not  that  all  these  purchases  vere  made  by 
contract,  and  that  governmental  faith  is  iovolved.  They  must  all  be 
brought  to  the  bed  of  Procrastes.  Because  GrODeral  Wool  bought  a 
few  worthless  ladiaa  ponies  and  worn  out  American  borseB  for  from 
$80  to  $200,  every  one  of  which  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  service, 
therefore,  the  large,  strong-limbed,  serviceable,  and  hardy  Americaa 
horses  of  the  volunteers,  which  were  fit  for  service,  which  did  come  up 
to  the  regulation  standard,  which  went  through  long  and  severe  cam- 
paigns, living  simply  on  grass,  and  which  enabled  the  volunteers  to 
striRe  the  hardest  blows  and  achieve  the  greatest  victories  over  the 
Indians  which  were  struck  and  achieved  either  by  volunteers  or  reg- 
ulars,  are  to  be  paid  for  at  rates  from  $80  to  $200." 

In  the  statement  I  made  I  simply  stated  the  facts  as  they  appeared 
in  your  accounts.  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  anything  respecting 
the  quality  of  the  horses,  further  than  is  indicated  in  the  descriptive 
remarks  which  I  gave.  I  did  not,  however,  suppose  it  pOBsible  that 
"unserviceable,"  "worn  out,"  or  "worthless"  animals  would  be 
purchased  by  an  oflScer  of  the  regular  army,  for  any  purpose,  or  at  any 

Erice.     I  was,  therefore,  very  much  surprised  to  see  tne  statements 
ereiabefore  given,  relative  to  those  purchases ;  and  I  have  now  re- 
spectfully to  request  of  you  that  you  will  give  me,  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience, all  the  information  in  your  possession  on  this  particular 
point,  in  addition  to  that  requested  in  my  former  letter. 
I^m,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor, 
Captain  John  Withbbs, 

San  Antonio,  Teaxu. 


Treaburt  Depabtmeht, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  AprU  4,  1859. 

Sir:  By  the  enclosed  series  of  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  FTouse  of 
Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  8th  of 
February  last,  I  am  directed  to  report  to  said  House,  by  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next,  the  amount  due  upon  the  claims  of  the  citizens 
of  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washington  for  expenses  incurred  in 
the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in  the  years  1856  and  1856,  accord- 
ing to  certain  rules  therein  set  forth.  The  third  resolution  is  as  fol- 
lows :  "  No  person  either  in  the  military  or  in  the  civil  Gervice  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  said  Territories,  shall  be  paid  for  his  services  in 
more  than  one  employment  or  capacity  for  the  same  period  of  time ; 
and  all  such  double  or  triple  allowances  for  pay  as  appears  in  said 
accounts  shall  be  rejected." 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request  that,  as  early  as 
may  be  convenient,  you  will  cause  me  to  be  furnished  with  the  names 
of  all  persona  whatever  that  held  any  appointment  in  said  Territories, 
by  or  through  your  department,  to  which  a  pecuniary  compensation 
was  attached,  from  the  Ist  day  of  OctDber,  1855,  to  the  31st  of  Decem- 
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ber,  1856,  the  capacity  or  employment,  sod  the  amoQQt  of  compenu. 
tioBof  each. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  serrant, 

B.  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

A  similar  letter,  same  date  aa  the  above,  was  addressed  to  the  fol- 
lowing persons :  Hon.  Howeil  Oobb,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  Hon, 
Joseph  Holt,  Postmaster  G-eneral ;  Hon,  Howell  Cobb,  Acting  Atto^ 
ney  General. 


Treasury  Dkpabtmknt, 
Third  Avditor'8  Office,  April  6,  1859. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  two  field  and  staff 
rolla  of  the  volunteers  in  the  Territory  of  Washington  during  the 
Indian  hostilitiea  there  id  1855  and  1856.  As  there  were  but  two 
regiments  in  service,  and  only  one  at  any  one  period  of  time,  and 
ntilher  one  thousand  strong,  I  will  be  very  much  obliged  if  yon  will, 
St  your  earliest  convenience,  advise  me  if  said  field  and  staff  are  in 
accordance  with  the  organization  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  b 
time  of  war ;  and  if  not,  what  would  be  the  recognized  field  and  staff 
lor  Guch  a  force  according  to  said  organization. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 
Colonel  Samdel  Cooper, 

AdJulwU  General  United  Stales  Army. 


TREABDRt  DbFARTUBMT, 

Third  Auditor's  Office,  April  12,  1859. 

Rib  :  Enclosed  herewith  please  find  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Hoiue 
of  Kepreseutatives,  adopted  on  the  eighth  of  February  last,  by  which 
I  am  instructed  to  make  an  examination  of  the  vouchers  and  papers 
on  file  in  this  office,  connected  with  claims  of  citizens  of  Oregon  and 
Washington  Territories,  fur  expenses  incurred  in  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities  in  said  Territories  in  1855  and  186R,  and  to  report  to  said 
House,  on  the  first  Monday  of  December  next,  the  amount  due  and 
allowable  for  Borvices,  supplies,  &c. ,  agreeably  to  certain  roles  and 
principles  prescribed  in  said  resolution. 

By  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution  I  am  directed  to  "  recognize  no 
C9m]iany  or  individual  as  entitled  to  pay  except  such  as  were  called 
into  service  by  the  territorial  authorities  of  Oregon  and  WashingtoD, 
or  such  whose  services  have  been  recognized  and  accepted  by  said 
authorities." 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  furnish  me,  at  your  earliest 
convenience,  with  copies  of  such  orders  or  other  official  documents, 
records  of  the  Territory  of  Washington,  as  will  enable  me  to  deter- 
mine what  companies  were  citlled  into  the  service  of  the  Territory  of 
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WasbiD^ton,  or  whose  services  were  Tecognized  or  accepted  by  the 
aathorities  thereof;  showing  when  called  out,  or  recognized  and 
accepted,  and  the  period  of  serrice  of  each  of  the  said  companies. 

By  the  third  clause  of  the  resolutioa  it  ie  directed  that  "  no  persoii 
either  in  the  military  or  in  the  civil  service  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  said  Territories,  shall  be  paid  for  his  services  in  more  than  one 
employment  or  capacity  for  the  same  period  of  time,  and  all  such 
double  or  triple  allowances  for  pay  as  appears  in  said  accoants  shall 
be  rejected," 

I  also  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  the  names  of  all  officers 
or  persons  in  the  civil  service  of  said  Territory  who  were  engaged  in 
said  volunteer  service ;  specifying  in  each  case  the  position  held  by 
such  person  in  the  civil  aervic,  with  the  salary  or  emoluments 
attached  thereto,  and  the  capacity  in  which  such  perMOUH  were  em- 
ployed or  served  in  said  volunteer  service. 

I  also  invite  your  attention  to  the  iburth  clause  of  the  resolution, 
and  will  feel  grnatly  obliged  if  you  will,  at  your  earliest  convenience, 
furnish  me  with  all  the  information  in  your  posseHsion  on  that  branch 
of  the  subject,  and  with  special  reference  to  the  following  points  : 

Ist,  The  prevailing  prices,  Jor  cash,  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  1855,  and  the  first  and  second  quarters,  resiiectively,  of  the  year 
185f>,  of  leading  articles  of  supplies,  property,  &c. — such  as  horses, 
mules,  oxen,  hay,  oats,  beef,  pork,  flour,  potatoes,  sugar,  and  such 
other  articles  as  were  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  service  in  the 
localities  in  which  you  were  situated,  or  had  the  means  of  knowing 
Irom  personal  knowledge. 

2d.  The  difference,  if  any,  in  the  price  of  such  articles  of  property, 
supplies,  merchandise,  &c.,  purchased  for  the  volunteer  service,  or 
the  compensation  of  persons  for  services  rendered  in  various  capacities 
in  connexion  therewith  ;  the  hire  of  animals,  prices  for  rents,  pasture, 
transportation,  &c.,  as  paid  for,  or  agreed  to  be  paid  for,  in  what  is 
termed  "scrip,"  or  certificafes  of  iodebtedness ;  and  the  prices  at 
which  such  property,  supplies,  labor,  &c.,  could  have  been  obtained 
at  the  time  if  paid  lor  in  cash. 

3d.  The  rate  of  discount,  if  any,  at  which  said  "  scrip,"  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness,  sold,  or  passed  from  hand  to  hand,  in  the 
transactions  of  business,  during  said  period  ;  also,  whether,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  clause  inserted  in  said  "  scrip,"  or  certificates,  that 
payment  would  only  be  made  "  whenever  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  shall,  by  appropriation,  provide  for  the  payment  thereof,"  a 
higher  scale  of  prices  did  not  prevail  in  the  purchase  of  property, 
supplies,  &c.,  and  in  the  compensation  for  services,  than  would  have 
prevailed  had  payments  been  made  at  the  time  in  cash. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  files  ot  daily  or  weelily  news- 
papers, published  at  the  leading  commercial  points  in  said  Territory, 
which  contain  regular  prices  current  for  the  period  embraced  in  said 
hostilities,  would  be  useful  for  reference  on  the  subject ;  and  I  request, 
if  you  can  conveniently  procure  them,  that  you  will  transmit  them  to 
me,  with  your  reply  to  the  foregoing. 

I  also  transmit  a  printed  copy  of  my  report  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  House  of  Bepresentatives,  at  the  late 
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sessioD  of  Congreas,  on  the  sobject  of  these  clftiins  :  aad  I  will  thank 
yoo,  if  yoai  daties  will  permit  an  examination  thereof,  that  yon  vill 
communicate  to  me  any  mibrmation  in  your  posaession  on  an;  of  the 
points  or  eubject-mattcrB  of  claim  therein  referred  to ;  sIho,  aaj  infer- 
mBtioD  ID  your  posseBsion  with  reference  to  hrancheo  of  the  resolation 
of  the  House,  otber  than  those  before  referred  to,  that  would  throw 
light  upon  the  subject  or  aid  in  arriving  at  correct  concloBions  rela- 
tive thereto,  my  object  in  addressing  you  being  to  obtain  all  the  infor- 
mation available  on  the  subject. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 
Hon.  ChablbsH.  Mason, 

Secretary,  Waahtngton  Territory/. 

A  similar  letter,  same  date  as  above,  was  addressed  to  his  excel- 
lency John  Whits^er,  governor  of  Oregon, 


Treasubt  Depabthknt, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  April  12,  1859. 

Sie:  Enclosed  herewith  please  find  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  BepreBentatives,  adopted  on  the  8th  February  last,  by  which 
I  am  instructed  to  make  an  examination  of  the  vouchers  and  papers 
on  file  in  this  ofiBce  connected  with  claims  of  citizens  of  Oregon  and 
Washington  Territories  for  expenses  incurred  in  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities  in  said  Territories  in  1855  and  1866,  and  to  report  to  said 
House,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  the  amount  due  and 
allowable  for  services,  supplies,  &c,,  agreeably  to  certain  rules  and 
principles  prescribed  in  said  resolution. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  fourth  clause  of  the  resolution,  and 
will  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  «ill,  at  your  earliest  conrenience,  far- 
Dish  me  with  all  the  information  in  your  possession  on  that  branch  of 
the  subject,  and  with  special  reference  to  the  following  points  : 

1.  The  prevailing  prices,  for  cask,  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  1865,  and  the  first  and  second  quarters,  respectively,  of  the  jrear 
1856,  of  leading  articles  of  property,  supplies,  £c. — snch  as  horses, 
mules,  oxen,  hay,  oats,  beef,  pork,  fiour,  potatoes,  sugar,  and  snch 
other  articles  as  were  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  service  in  the  locali- 
ties in  which  you  were  situated,  or  had  the  means  of  knowing  from 
personal  knowledge. 

2.  The  difiereuce,  if  any,  in  the  prices  of  snch  articles  of  property, 
supplies,  merchandise,  &c  ,  purchased  for  the  volunteer  service,  or 
the  compensation  of  persons  for  services  rendered  in  various  capacities 
in  connexion  therewith ;  the  hire  of  animals ;  prices  for  rents,  pasture, 
transportation,  &c,,  as  paid  for,  or  agreed  to  be  paid  (or,  in  what  ia 
termed  ^' scrip,"  or  certificates  of  indebtedness;  and  the  prices  at 
which  such  property,  supplies,  labor,  &c.,  could  have  been  obtained 
at  the  time  if  paid  for  m  cash. 

3.  The  rate  of  discount,  if  any,  at  which  said  "  scrip, "  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness,  sold,  or  passed  from  hand  to  hand,  in  the  trans- 
actions of  business,  during  said  period  ;  also,  whether,  in  consequence 
of  the  clause  inserted  in  said  "  scrip, "  or  certificates,  that  payment 
would  only  be  made  "  whenever  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
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flhall,  hj  appropriation,  provide  for  the  payment "  thereof,  a  liif;ber 
scale  of  prices  did  oot  prevail  in  the  purchase  of  property,  supplies, 
(bo.,  aad  in  the  compensation  for  services,  than  would  have  prevail^ 
had  payment  been  made  at  the  time  in  cash. 

I  also  transmit  a  printed  copy  of  my  report  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  House  of  Kepresentatives,  at  the  late 
sesaioD  of  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  these  claims  ;  and  I  will  thank 
yon,  if  your  duties  will  permit  an  examination  thereof,  that  you  will 
communicate  to  me  any  informatioa  in  your  posaession  on  any  of  the 
points  or  subject-matters  of  claim  therein  referred  to ;  also,  any  inform- 
ation in  your  posaession  with  reference  to  branches  of  the  resolution 
of  the  House,  other  than  those  before  referred  to,  that  would  throw 
light  upon  the  subject  or  aid  in  arriving  at  correct  coocluaiona  relative 
thereto,  my  object  in  addressing  you  being  to  obtain  all  the  information 
available  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ATKINSON,  AwHtor. 
Ahdbbw  J.  Teater,  Esq., 

United  States  District  Attorney,  Salem,  Oregon. 

A  similar  letter,  same  date  as  above,  was  addressed  to  Hon.  Edward 
Lander,  chief  justice  United  States  diBtrictcourt,Olympia,  Washington 
Territory;  J,  S.  M.  "Van  Cleave,  esq,.  United  States  district  attorney, 
Olympia,  Washington  Territory ;  May  31 — F,  A.  Chenowith,  asso- 
ciate justice ',  Joel  Palmer,  late  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
Salem,  Oregon ;  J.  W.  Nesmith,  late  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
Salem,  Oregon  ;  E.  Geary,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  Salem, 
Oregon. 


Trsaedry  Dspabtment, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  June  28,  1859. 
Sm:  I  have  reoeired  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  in  reply  to 
mine  of  the  SIst  March,  and  thank  yon  for  the  information  therein 
contained,  as  well  as  your  promptitude  in  furnishing  it. 

In  answer  to  my  inquiry  as  to  the  price  of  horses,  you  state  ^fX 
"good  Indian  horses  could  be  purchased  at  from  $25  to  $35  each  ,  " 
and  I  now  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  will  state  the  value  v^Americam 
as  well  as  ?uu/-breed  horses  in  the  localities  in  which  you  were  situ- 
ated. Also  please  state  on  what  description  of  horses  the  volunteers 
were  generally  mounted — whether  Indian,  American,  or  half-breed: 
aod  if  each  description  was  used  by  the  mounted  volunteers,  as  well 
as  in  the  transportation  of  supplies,  ace. ,  please  state  in  what  proportion 
of  each,  as  nearly  as  you  can. 

Your  early  reply  will  much  oblige,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

R.  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 
Lieutenant  E.  J.  Habtik, 

Fort  SteHacoom,  SteUacoom,  Waakinglon  TerriU>ry. 
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Office  of  Actiiiq  Assi&takt  Quastbbhasteb, 

Fart  Steilacoom,  W.  T.,  May  18,  1869, 

Sie;  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tlieSlitof 
March,  ultimo,  encloaing  a  resolution  of  the  Houne  of  Represeatatmi, 
touching  the  Washington  and  Oregon  Indian  hoBtilitj  deht,  and  io 
reply  thereto  would  very  reapectfully  state  that  I  only  arrived  ont  in 
this  Territory  in  January,  ISSG,  and  was  not  employed  in  theqnar- 
termaster's  eervice  until  the  middle  of  the  next  May,  cousequeotlf, 
was  on  that  duty  only  ahout  seven  weeks  of  the  period  referred  to  by 
you.  However,  though  my  iiiformatioa  may  be  iicant,  it  shall  be  reli- 
able. 

During  the  second  quarter  of  1856  I  paid  carpenters  f^  per  day; 
blacksmiths  (100  per  mouth  ;  packers  and  teamsters  |60  per  moDth, 
Hay,  brought  from  the  Willamette  valley  and  delivered  at  the  Cascadu 
station,  at  least  seveuty-five  miles,  cost  $15  per  ton,  all  charges  in- 
dnded ;  and  oats  in  that  valley  sold  for  45  cents  to  55  cents  per  basbel. 
Good  Indian  horses  could  be  bought  for  $25  to  |35  each.  The  fresh 
beef  for  issue  to  the  troops  cost  12  cents  per  pound. 

During  the  period  in  question  I  was  stationed  at  Camp  (now  Fort) 
Cascades,  Washington  Territory,  and  received  the  greatest  portion  of 
onr  quartermaster  and  commissary  supplies  from  the  depot  at  Fort 
Vancouver,  and  therefore  am  not  sumcieutly  versed  in  the  detail  of 
their  cost,  &c.,  to  extend  this  information. 

With  regard  to  the  relative  value  of  cash  and  scrip,  I  can  say  that 
labor,  materials,  provisions,  or  any  purchasable  commodity,  cost  twin 
as  much  in  scrip  as  it  did  in  cash,  or,  in  general  terms,  one  dollar  of 
^e  latter  was  worth  two  dollars  of  the  former. 

With  my  regrets,  sir,  that  the  circamBtances  referred  to  precludi 
me  Irom  giving  you  more  extended,  and  a  greater  variety  of  inforffl- 
ation  upon  the  subject-matter  of  your  letter,  I  have  the  honor  to  IX| 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  HARVIB, 
First  Lientmant  9th  In/an/ry,  A.  A.  Q.  M. 

TUIBD  AUDITOR  OP  THE  TUBASUBI, 

Washington  CUy,  D.  C. 


CiMP  Flotd, 
Utah  Tejritory,  May  20,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  a  reao- 
lotion  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  adopted  on  the  8th  February, 
18611,  also  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  House  Com- 
mittec  on  Military  Affairs,  on  the  subject  of  claims  growing  ont  of 
Indian  hostilities  in  Oregon  and  Washington. 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  id  my  power  to  give  you  much  information 
with  reference  to  these  claims,  as  all  my  papers,  both  public  and  private, 
relating  to  them  are  in  the  city  of  New  York.  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
them  behind  on  account  of  the  limited  amount  of  tranaportatioD  fur- 
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nisfaed  noe  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  I  can,  therefore,  merely  refer  yoa 
to  my  abstracts  of  purchases  aod  disbursements  for  the  let  and  2nd 
quarters  of  1866,  on  file  in  yoar  a£Bce.  They  will  not,  however,  give 
yoa  a  correct  idea  ol'  the  loivest  cash  prices  prevailing  at  that  time  ia 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  Steilacoom,  as  nearly  all  my  purchases  were  made 
on  credit,  aod  my  packers  and  teamsters  were  frequently  obliged  to 
sell  their  certified  accounts  at  a  heavy  discount.  It  was  the  opinion 
of  every  officer  at  Fort  Steilacoom  that  the  prices  paid  or  asreea  to  be 
mid  by  the  volnnteer  quartermasters  and  commissaries  in  Washington 
Territory,  for  supplies  and  property  of  all  kinds,  tor  hire  of  clerks, 
teamsters,  packers,  ox  and  mule  teams,  &c.,  were  very  exorbitant. 
There  was  no  one  in  either  the  quartermaster  or  commissary  depart- 
ments who  had  the  slightest  idea  of  his  duty.  Supplies  of  all  kinds 
were  squandered  and  wasted  in  the  most  shameful  manner ;  rations 
were  issued  to  persons  in  no  way  connected  with  the  volunteer  service, 
together  with  other  abuses  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Regretting  that  I  cannot  give  you  the  definite  information  asked  for 
in  your  letter  of  March  31, 1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHAUNCEY  McKEEVEB, 

First  Lieutenant  3d  Artillery. 

B.  J.  Atkiksom,  Esq., 

Tkird  Auditor,  Waahington,  D.  G. 


FoET  Stbilacoom, 
Tfaahinglon  Territory,  May  20,  1859. 
Sib:  Yonr  communication  dated  March  31,  enclosingcopy  of  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Eepresentativea  in  relation  to  the  war  debt  of 
Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  came  duly  to  hand.     In  reply 
thereto  I  am  sorry  to  state  I  have  no  intbrmation  on  the  subiect  to 
communicate.     I  was  not  acting  in  the  capacity  of  either  quarter- 
master or  commissary  during  any  part  of  the  time  referred  to. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  REYNOLDS, 
Second  LieutenaTit  9lh  It^antry. 
B.  J.  Atkisbos,  Esq., 

Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 


FoBT  Yahhill, 
Oregon  Territory,  May  24,  1859. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a  communi- 
cation I'rom  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  reference  to 
claims  of  citizens  of  Washington  and  Oregon  Territories  in  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities,  &c  ,  &c.,  aod  desiring  at  my  earliest 
coDvenience  any  information  I  possess  in  reference  thereto. 
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X  have  the  boDor  to  state  that  I  performed  the  dntiee  of  tn  BBgiRtnt 
qaarterni aster  and  commiEsary  to  the  regular  force  at  Fort  DsIIm, 
Oregon  Territorj',  from  the  commeDcement  of  these  difficulties  in  tht 
fall  of  1855  to  aboat  tho  Slat  of  May,  1856,  and  in  snch  capacity  fitted 
oat  the  different  expeditions  radiating  from  that  point  sgaioBt  the 
Yakama  and  other  hostile  Indians.  The  conntry  in  the  TJciaily  of 
Fort  Dalles,  and  in  fact  all  that  extensive  region  lying  between  the 
Cascades  and  Rocky  moantaine,  did  not  contain  then  more  thac  tweotj 
or  thirty  farmers,  and  of  this  namber  not  one  cultivated  the  soil  to  any 
bnt  a  meagre  extent,  A  email  qnantity  of  oats  and  hsy,  together 
with  an  amount  of  garden  vegetables  snfflcient  to  sapply  the  waDt«  of 
the  little  settlement  in  close  contiguity  to  the  post,  comprised  moslot 
their  productions.  This  trhole  region  is,  however,  covered  throngh- 
ont  with  fine  grass  and  well  adapted  to  grasisg  purposes.  Cattle  and 
horses  as  a  consequence  were  numerouB  and  more  than  equal  to  the 
demand,  and  in  fact  constituted  the  principal  wealth  of  both  settler 
and  Indian,  Fort  Dalles  is,  however,  in  easy  communication  with 
Fort  Vancouver  and  the  Willamette  valley,  the  whole  distance  being 
traversed  by  steamboats,  vith  the  exception  of  a  small  portage  of  three 
miles  at  the  Cascades.  In  view  of  these  facts,  it  was  fotiod  moit 
economical,  and  indeed  necessary,  to  procure  almost  all  military  Bnp- 

f dies  from  "below,"  and  as  a  consequence  my  nurchasea  were  extremeW 
imited.  The  unexpected  advent  of  Indian  noatilitiea,  and  the  rapid 
concentration  of  regular  troops  at  the  post,  made  it  necessary  for  me 
on  one  or  two  occasions  to  purchase  a  small  amount  of  commissat; 
stores,  and  at  prices  necessarily  higher  than  usual.  In  the  absenceor 
my  papers  I  am  not  able  to  give  you  the  figures  at  which  these  article* 
were  purchased,  hut  a  reference  to  them  on  file  in  the  Treasnn 
Department  will  give  you  the  proper  information.  I  may  remari 
here  that  just  before  the  time  that  hostilities  commenced  the  people  of 
Oregon  and  Washington  Territories  were  excited  with  the  news  that 
extensive  deposits  of  gold  had  been  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Col- 
ville,  oD  the  upper  Columbia,  and  au  extensive  emigration  to  thi* 
locality  was  the  consequence.  Later  accounts  were,  however,  dificoQi- 
aging,  and  at  this  point  of  time  hostilities  commenced,  leaving  at  the 
Dalles  an  unusual  number  of  adventurers  and  miners  without  occapir 
tioo.  This  fact  enabled  me  to  procure  any  amount  of  labor  at  Jul 
and  reasonable  prices. 

With  these  explanatory  remarks  I  will  proceed  to  give  yoa  (as  fsr 
as  memory  serves  me)  the  prices  paid  for  services  rendered  and  articles 
par  chased. 

Scraea. — None  were  pnrchased  by  myself.  Lieutenant  McFeely,  of 
the  fourth  infantry,  acting  assistant  quartermaster  and  acting  aasistEDt 
commissary  of  subsistence  to  Yakama  expedition  under  Major  Bain», 
received  his  funds  and  supplies  from  myself,  and  upon  reference  to  his 
papers  yon  ^ill  find  that  the  highest  price  paid  by  him  for  a  horse,  in 
ihe  fall  of  1865,  was  eighty  dollars ;  the  average  about  sixty.  These 
horses  were  of  the  class  styled  Indian,  and  constitute  abont  nine- 
tenths  of  the  whole  number  in  the  country.  They  were  fnllj  equal, 
if  not  superior,  to  those  used  by  the  volunteers  for  packing,  and,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  not  inferior  to  those  used  for  riding  parpoMi.    I 
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mvf  add  here  that  I  ohserred  two  compBDies  of  mounted  Tolanteera 
to  which  these  reiDarks  in  their  full  extent  ought  not  to  apply,  viz : 
Captains  Hembree's  and  Wilson's.  These  companies  struck  me  as 
being  the  best  mouoted  of  any  in  the  volunteer  service,  and  contained 
Bome  fine  American  horses. 

CatiU. — No  oxen  were  purchased  for  transportation  purposes,  but 
beef  on  the  hoof,  of  good  quality,  was  easily  prooared  at  ten  centt 
per  pound. 

Mtda. — None  parchasecl  by  mycelf  for  want  of  aathority,  A  few 
were  offered  for  sale  by  returniDg  miners  at  from  one  hnndredand 
twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

J'ack  aaddits. — Any  number  from  six  to  eight  dollars  each.  Had 
time  permitted,  conld  have  contracted  for  them,  new,  at  the  last  figure. 

Oaia. — Two  dollars  per  bushel.  It  was  found  the  most  economic^ 
to  obtain  this  article  by  requisition  upon  Vancouver,  but  owing  to 
the  nnasaal  severity  and  great  length  of  the  winter,  I  was  tbrced  to 
purchase  whenever  it  was  possible.  The  above  is  the  highest  price 
paid. 

Axy. ^Thirty  dollars  per  ton.  For  the  reason  given  in  my  ezplaufr- 
tory  remarks,  this  article  was  difficult  to  obtain,  and  towards  the 
latter  part  of  the  winter  the  supply  was  entirely  exhausted.  The 
aoinaals  not  required  for  garrison  use  were  ranched  or  pastured  by 
contract,  but  those  kept  in  stable  were  often  without  "  long  forage  " 
of  any  description.  During  the  latter  portion  of  the  winter  hay 
oonid  only  be  procured  by  obtaining  the  services  of  some  hundred 
flquawB,  who  cat  the  dry  grass  on  the  mountains  and  packed  in  on 
their  backs. 

Pasturage. — The  government  animals  were,  with  the  above  excep- 
tions, all  "  ranched  or  pastured  "  by  contract,  (services  included  and 
accountability  secured,)  at  one  dollar  per  bead  per  month. 

Transportation  (steam)  from  Fort  Dalles  to  Vancouver,  for^ 
dollars  per  ton. 

Clerk,  one  hundred  and  twenty-fire  dollars  per  month. 

Agent,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month. 

Carpenters,  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day. 

Blacksmiths,  one  hundred  dollars  per  month. 

Teamsters,  sixty  dollars  per  month. 

Padcers,  sixty  dollars  per  month. 

Laborers,  sixty  dollars  per  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  rarvant, 
B.  D.  F0R8YTHE, 
First  Lieutenant  Ftmrth  Infantry. 

Hon.  R  J.  AiKiNsoH, 

Third  Auditor  of  Treasury ,  'Waehingion,  D.  0. 


Fort  SiBrLicooM, 
Washington  Territory,  May  28,  1869. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  March  Slst,  enclosing  resolutions  of 
tbe  House  of  Representatives  with  regard  to  the  war  debt  of  Oregon 
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and  the  Territory  of  WashiogtoD,  haa  been  received.  Yod  call  mj 
atteotioD  particularly  to  the  toarth  resolution. 

I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Puget'a  Sound  district  in  January, 
1856. 

Aiticles  had,  I  believe,  risen  to  their  niazimam  prices  about  that 
time;  I  have  not  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  prices,  but  am  informed 
by  Mr.  Goldaborough ,  who  was  quartermaster's  clerk  at  the  time,  that 
flour  was  (12  per  barrel;  hay,  $20  per  ton;  oxen,  $150  per  pair;  niule§, 
$1  25  each  ;  American  horses,  from  $75  to  $200eacb;  oats,  from  $1  25 
to  $1  60  per  baBhel;beef,  $35  pnr  barrel;  pork,$40  per  barrel;  potatoes, 
$1  per  bushel;  sugar,  16  to  18  cento  per  pound;  rice,  12  to  15  ceols 
per  pound. 

The  scrip  at  first  was  taken  at  par,  afterwards  at  fifty  per  centniQ 
discount. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  neither  of  the  reaolations  of  the  House 
reaches  the  true  merits  of  tho  case  with  regard  to  this  war  debt. 

Before  attempting  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  debt  incurred  they 
should  have  inquired  into  the  necessity  of  incurring  it. 

The  conducting  of  operations  against  the  hostile  Indians  of  the 
Puget's  Sound  district  (which  included  the  country  between  the  Csf- 
cade  range  of  mountains  and  the  Pacific,  extending  south  to  the 
Colnmbia  river)  was  confided  to  me  in  Jannary,  1856,  by  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  department  of  the  Pacific. 

I  took  the  field  in  February,  and  by  the  10th  of  March  considered 
the  war  as  closed,  as  far  as  offensive  operations  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians  were  considered. 

I  requested  Governor  Stevens,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1856,  in  an 
official  commnnication,  to  issue  his  proclamation  calling  out  two  com- 
panies of  volunteers,  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  organization  pay,  and  allowances  of  the  infantry  ei 
the  United  States  army. 

I  stated  that  I  considered  these  companies,  with  the  seven  com- 
panies of  regulars  which  were  then  in  my  command,  amply  sufficient 
tor  all  the  purposes  required. 

The  governor  refustd  them,  choosing  to  keep  up  his  own  organisa^ 
tion.  I  did  not  cousider  these  companies  of  volunteers  as  absolutely 
necessary,  but  I  requested  them  to  be  called  out  as  a  matter  of  expe- 
diency, hoping  thereby  to  induce  the  governor  to  disband  bis  volun- 
teers, to  sustain  whom  he  was  contracting  heavy  debts. 

I  considered  them  very  unnecessary,  and  in  fact  they  embarrassed  me 
much  in  my  endeavors  to  pacify  the  coutitry. 

Had  those  companies  for  whom  I  made  the  call  been  mustered  into 
the  service,  I  should  have  disbanded  them  in  two  months. 

There  has  been  no  offensive  warfare  carried  on  or  depredations  com- 
mitted (by  the  Indians  of  the  United  States)  in  the  district  of  Puget's 
Sonnd  from  the  lOth  of  March,  1856,  to  the  present  time. 

I  have  received  the  communication  addressed  by  yon  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Military  Afiairs  on  the  subject  of  the 
war  debt. 

Many  of  those  accounts  are  certainly  curiosities  in  their  way. 

I  consider  all  the  debts  incurred  in  Washington  Territory  after  the 
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14tli  of  March,  1856,  for  the  suetaiDment  of  the  organization  tnaio- 
tained  by  Gnveraor  Stereas  aa  anoecesaary. 

With  ret;ard  to  the  Oregon  war  debt,  I  cannot  epeak  from  personal 
knowledge. 

Should  CongresH,  however,  in  their  wisdom,  and  in  view  of  the 
hardship  which  would  necessarily  attach  to  many  cases  where  sup- 
plies have  been  furnished  and  services  rendered  in  good  faith,  resolve 
to  satisfy  these  dtbts,  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  of  February 
8,  1859,  I  trust  they  will  not  fail  to  legislate  for  the  future. 

No  volunteers  should  be  acknowledged  tor  pay  unless  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  the  authority  of  t!i«  Presideat 
or  officers  of  the  army,  amenable  to  his  orders. 

Should  the  manner  in  which  this  war  debt  has  been  contracted 
pass  a  precedent  fur  the  future,  government  may  expect  to  have  their 
treasnres  unnecesnarily  depleted  quite  olten. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  CASEY, 
LieKleRaai  Colonel  Slh  Infantry. 

TniRD  Auditor  of  the  Trbaburt, 

Washington,  D.  G. 


St.  Louis,  Missouri,  Mardi  29,  1859. 
Sib:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  March  19,  requiring 
the  transmission  of  certain  papers,  documents,  &c.,  connected  with 
the  claims  of  citiEens  of  Oregon  and  Washiufrton  Territories,  for  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  late  Indian  tiostilities,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  all  papers,  documents,  &c.,  touching  the  matter  referred  to  in 
yoar  letter,  were  left  at  Fort  Vancouver,  Washington  Territory,  and, 
if  preserved,  must  be  in  the  possession  of  Captain  R.  Ingalis,  United 
States  army,  one  of  the  commissioners  now  at  that  post.  I  have  en- 
closed your  letters  to  him  with  a  request  that  he  will  make  a  leport 
immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SMITH. 
Captain  \8t  Dragoona, 
B    J.  ATEtKBOK,  Esq., 

Third  Auditor  United  States  Treaavry,  Washington,  D.  O. 


East  Leximqtoh,  Maaa.,  May  24,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
dated  March  31,  1859,  relating  to  claims  of  certain  citizens  of  Oregon 
and  Washington  Territories,  for  expenses  incurred  in  suppressing 
Indian  hostilities  in  those  Territories  in  1856  and  1856. 

I  was  the  regimental  quartermaster  and  acting  assistant  com- 
missary of  snbsistence  of  the  9th  infantry  in  1856,  and  during  the 
first  and  second  qaartera  of  that  year  was  stationed  part  of  the  time 
at  Fort  Vancoaver,  Washington  Territory,  and  part  of  the  time  at 
Fort  Dalles,  Oregon  Territory.  My  duties,  however,  did  not  call 
apoD  me  to  purchase  qaartermaster  or  commissary  stores,  and  I  there- 


72  CLADtS — 08E00N  AHP  WAraONGTOK. 

fore  would  not  feel  myself  competeot  to  say  what  were  the  preTuting 
prices  of  the  leading  articles  of  supply  at  that  time. 

I  think  that  nearly  all  of  thii  property  and  stores  purchased  for  ths 
United  States  in  those  Territories  at  that  time  were  purchased  bjtbt 
quartermaster  at  Fort  YancouTer,  Washington  Territory. 

I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  prices  paid  by  the  Territoriu  for 
iupplies,  merchandise,  &c.,  for  the  rolunteer  service,  except  (tm 
mere  rnmor,  and  therei'ore  am  not  able  to  give  any  information  of 
value  on  the  subject. 

The  printed  copy  of  your  report  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
OB  Military  Affairs  on  the  s".hject  of  the  above  claims  was  not  enclosed 
ID  your  letter,  as  indicated.  Said  report  I  should  be  glad  to  reonn, 
if  it  is  still  in  your  power  to  send  me  one. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  Berrant, 

JAMES  VAH  V0A8T, 
Firat  Lieut.  9th  In/aiOry. 

Thibd  Auditor,  Washingfon,  D.  C. 


Headquaktbbb  9th  Ihfantrt, 

Fort  Dalles,  Oregon,  May  29,  1869. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cemma- 
nication  of  the  Slst  of  March,  and  in  answer,  beg  leave  to  refer  yon  to 
the  re^'ort  of  Captain  Thomas  Jordan,  my  quartermaster,  who  is  now 
preparing  a  statement  of  the  prices  paid  by  us  in  1856  and  1866  for 
the  leading  articles  of  supplies  which  yon  have  noticed. 

I  have  also  received  and  read  your  report  to  the  chainnao  of  the 
Uilitary  Committee,  House  of  Representatives.     I  have  no  knowledge 
on  any  of  tbe  points  or  subject-matter  therein  referred  to. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WRIGHT, 

CoUmel  9lh  Infmtry. 
R.  J.  Atkinson,  Esq., 

Third  Auditor  Treasury  Departmmt,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


Fort  Hobkinb,  Oregon,  May  31,  1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commn* 
nicatioD  of  March  31,  together  with  your  report  upon  the  Indian  war 
olaims  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories.  I  regret  I  cannot 
furnish  the  information  you  desire,  as  at  the  period  of  the  so-called 
war  I  was  not  acting  either  in  the  quartermaster  or  commissary  de- 
partments. Tbe  general  impression  is,  that  tbe  prices  were  exor- 
bitoDt  and  to  tbe  utmost  limit  of  extravagance 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  McCALL, 
Second  Lieut.  4(A  ItifasKtry,  V.  8.  A- 
B.  J.  Atkinson,  Esq., 

Auditor  Treamry  U.  S.,  Waahington,  D.  C,      ^~  >  , 


OUntg— OKBOOH   AND  WASHraOTOM. 


Fort  Ho6KIH8,  Oregon,  Jane  5,  1859. 
Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Slat  of  March,  I  have  the  hoDor  to 
BtAte  that  I  did  not  report  for  daty  in  this  department  until  the 
•pring  of  1857,  ftod  cooBequently  have  no  personal  knowledge  -of 
matters  pertaining  to  the  Indian  war,  of  1865  and  1856. 
I  am,  eir,  very  reepectfally,  your  obedient  serran^ 

W.  T.  GENTBY, 
Second  Lieut.  4lh  In/aniry,  A.  A.  Q.  if. 
Hon.  R.  J.  Atkinsok, 

Third  Auditor  IVeasury  Department,  Waehington. 


SBCRBFiBT'a  07FIC8, 

(Hympia,  W.  T.,  June  8,  1859. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  12th  April  last,  requeating  that  I 
would  fnratHh  you  with  copies  of  official  documents  and  other  infor- 
mation relative  to  matters  connected  with  the  late  Indian  war  in  this 
Territory,  has  been  received. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  comply  with 
your  request  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  reepectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MASON, 
Secr^ary  Waahington  Territory. 
Hon.  B.  J.  Ateimboh, 

Third  Audiior,  Washingion  City. 


Y0K8  POMT  LraHT-HousB, 
Washington  't'erritory,  June  18,  1859. 
Sia:  Tours  of  the  12th  of  April  has  been  received.  In  answer,  I  have 
to  state  that  I  have  no  information  relative  to  ihe  "claims  of  citizens 
of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories  for  expenditures  incurred  in 
■apprefising  Indian  hostilities  in  said  Territories,  &c.,"  not  already 
in  your  possession.  As  I  resided  in  a  part  of  the  Territory  remote 
from  the  seat  of  war,  from  which  no  supplies  were  drawn,  and  where 
but  few  volunteers  were  raised,  I  of  course  know  but  little  personally 
CMncerning  the  service.  I  was  not  connected  in  any  manner  with  the 
nrvice,  nor  in  any  respect  interested  therein,  except  as  a  citizen  of 
this  Territory. 

In  this  corner  of  the  Territory  we  constructed  block-houses  in  which 
most  of  our  citizens  took  refuge  during  the  most  dangerous  period  of 
tho  war,  but  I  believe  no  claims  were  made  ont  in  consequence  thereof 
Against  the  United  States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  M.  VAN  CLEAVE 
Hon.  B.  J.  Atkooov, 

Third  AiuUtor  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  O.        (  (^(^^o\l' 
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Ripley,  Brovm  County,  Ohio,  June  27, 18i9. 

Sir:  I  bare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
MarchSl,  also  the  accoint>aQying  report  aq^  reaolationsor  the  Hoqw 
of  Representatives.  1  regret  that  your  request  did  not  reach  me  before 
I  left  Washington  Territory,  whore  I  would  have  had  becter  oppor- 
tunities and  more  time  to  furnish  yon  the  information  you  desire 

I  liave  always  coneidered  that  the  calling  out  of  volunteers  aod 
their  orfratiization  for  aggressive  warfare  in  Oregon  and  WasluDgtOD 
Territories  during  the  years  of  1855  and  1856,  as  unnecessary,  aod 
that  the  necessity  of  the  case  would  have  been  fully  answered  bjH 
temporary  organization  for  defence  only,  at  a  few  exposed  points, 
and  the  punishment  ot  the  Indians  left  to  the  properly  constituted 
military  authorities. 

Had  this  been  done,  the  expense  would  have  been  comparatively 
smnll,  and  the  country  would  have  suffered  but  little  ;  for  the  damage 
committed  by  Indians,  by  direct  aggression,  is  minute  compared  with 
the  baneful  consequences  of  so  great  a  drain  upon  the  labor  and  re> 
sources  of  the  country,  and  the  demoralization  consequeat  upon  the 
organization  of  a  frontier  people  into  an  undisciplined  volunteer  sol- 
diery. The  regular  troops,  too  few  at  first,  were  soon  snfficieotly 
reinforced  for  the  punishment  of  the  Indians  ;  thoy  would  have  been 
able  to  draw  their  supplies  from  the  immediate  Territory,  which  woalJ 
have  been  paid  for  in  cash  out  of  lawful  appropriations,  nor  would 
they  have  been  tampered  by  the  often  conflicting  policy  of  the  vol- 
unteer troops,  hut  ibr  their  prcseuce. 

The  expenses  of  the  war  would  have  been  paid  for  at  the  time,  t*H 
.  progress  of  the  country  scarcely  interrupted,  and  the  incubus  that  hw 
resulted  n-om  so  extensive  a  credit  system  would  never  have  followed. 

Three  weeks  after  entering  the  field  the  war  was  ended  on  the 
sound,  and  the  commander  of  the  regular  troops  notified  the  self-con- 
stituted commander  of  the  volunteers,  that  he  no  longer  considered 
the  force  called  out  by  him  as  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  country. 

But  the  volunteers  were  retained  in  service  for  two  m-inths  more, 
employed  in  enforcing  martial-law  and  suppressing  the  legal  tribunals 
of  the  country  ;  afl«r  which  a  force  of  more  than  two  hundred  were 
marched  over  ttie  mountains,  two  hundred  miles  into  Oregon,  and 
engaged  with  some  Indians  with  jvhom  Colonel  Wright  had  con- 
cluded a  truce.  The  greater  portion  of  the  volunteer  force  on  Paget's 
Sound  was  a  kind  of  reserve  corps,  which  remained  at  home,  the  men 
attending  to  their  own  aSfairs,  but  still  organized  into  companies,  of 
which  the  number  of  officers,  in  some  instances,  were  much  out  of 
proportion  to  the  number  of  privates. 

Id  March,  1836,  in  Washington  Territory,  all  aggression  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians  ceased,  and  in  May  the  regular  troops  considered 
peace  and  friendly  relations  again  established.  The  volunteers  were 
continued  in  service  some  mouths  later,  and  whatever  resistance  they 
met  from  the  Indians  can  only  be  regarded  as  self-defence  on  their 
part.     There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  Tolonteera  would  have  still 
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been  contiDued  in  service  had  not  the  credit  syetem,  on  which  their 
organization  depended,  fniled  and  compelled  them  to  vitbdrsw. 

In  eouthern  Oregon  the  volnnteers  were  only  withdrawn  after  the 
removal  of  all  the  hostile  Indiana  from  their  country  to  the  reserva- 
■  tion  OH  the  West. 

The  credit  system  unquestionably  advanced  the  price  of  all  articles 
of  supply  far  beyond  the  cash  prices  of  the  country.  Many  good  men 
gave  their  produce  at  cash  prices,  but  the  amount  was  greatly  insuffi- 
cient to  supply  the  wants  of  the  volunteers,  and  the  balance  uecessary 
bad  to  he  obtained  from  sharp  traders,  at  whatever  prices  they  chose 
to  demand.  Jnstice  requires  that  these  good  people,  who  furuished 
supplies  at  moderate  prices,  in  good  faith,  under  the  impression  that 
the  authorities  had  a  right  to  institute  such  a  state  of  affairs,  should 
be  paid,  but  the  payment  should  be  so  qualifled  that  no  future  gover- 
nor of  a  State  or  Territory  would  be  entitled  to  it  as  a  precedent  for 
incurring  like  expenses. 

I  was  not  on  duty  as  qnartermaster  or  commissary  during  the  war 
antil  the  1st  of  July,  1S56,  but  I  paid  the  greater  portion  of  the 
expenses  incurred  by  my  predecessors.  Many  horses  were  purchased, 
ranging  in  price  from  $50  to  $200.  Two  of  the  best  American  horses 
in  the  country  were  purchased  at  the  last-mentioned  price. 

The  average  price  of  the  common  horses  of  the  country,  and  such  aa 
were  mostly  in  use  by  the  volunteers  on  Puget's  Sound,  was  Irom 
$70  to  $60,  lu  October,  1855,  twenty-one  horses  were  purchased  of 
William  F.  Folmer  at  $75  each,  and  in  February,  1856,  nine  more  at 
the  same  price.  In  February,  1856,  twenty  horses  were  purchased  of 
0.  Cushman  at  $125  each.  This  differoace  of  price  was  owing,  not 
80  much  to  the  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  horses  as  to  the  fact 
that  they  were  purchased  ou  credit  by  Cushman,  who  was  authorized 
to  procure  them  for  the  quartermaster's  department.  The  highest 
price  paid  for  mules  was  $175,  the  lowest  $119.  The  highest  price 
paid  for  oxei,  $200  per  yoke,  the  lowest  $180.  Hay,  there  was  none 
in  the  country,  as  the  grazing  was  good  all  winter.  I  purchased  all 
the  bay  necessary  in  July,  1856,  by  offering  $20  per  ton.  Oats  I 
obtained  at  the  same  time  by  offering  $1  per  bushel.  Oats  were  par- 
chased  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  war  at  75  cents  per  bushel.  Thn 
highest  price  paid,  in  one  or  two  cases,  was  $2,  and$l  25  and  $1  50 
was  a  ci>mmon  price  during  the  war.  When  I  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  commbsary,  in  July,  1866,  the  contract  price  of  beef  was  IT  cents. 
In  August  following  a  new  contract  was  made  at  16  cents.  In  the 
summer  of  1856  I  could  have  made  a  contract  to  supply  the  troops 
with  bacon  at  18  cents  per  pound,  but  considered  it  extravagant,  I 
purchased  flour  in  the  third  quarter  of  185C  at  $10  per  barrel.     The 

firice  during  the  war  did  not  exceed  $12.  Potatoes  varied  in  price 
rom  60  cents  to  $1  per  bushel,  in  1855  and  1856.  Sugar  about  12 
cents  per  pound. 

The  commissary  prices  of  provisions,  as  sold  to  officers^  is  a  fair 
average  of  the  cash  prices  of  the  traders  at  the  time.  It  must  be  re- 
membered, however,  that  during  tbe  winter  of  1855  and  1856  all  pur- 
chases in  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Fort  Steilacoom  were 
made  on  credit. 
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The  price  of  laborera  was  |2  and  (3  per  da^.  The  qnartermaater 
paid  from  $4  to  $12  per  day  for  teamatera  with  their  toama,  the  price 
TaryiDg  accordiog  to  the  nuniber  of  animala  in  the  t«am  ;  they  were 
employed,  however,  only  for  abort  periods  ;  the  average  price  was  $6 
and  $8  for  a  man  and  two  yoke  of  oxen,  and  a  wagon.  Transporta- 
tion on  the  sound  raried  from  $6  to  $8  per  ton,  and  the  hire  of  Indi- 
ana was  unifbrmily)!  per  day  and  subsiatenoe. 

I  have  thus  given  the  pricea  actually  paid  in  the  regular  service  at 
the  time,  which  were  always  the  highest  cash  prices,  because  the  beat 
service  was  alwaye  required.  What  the  difference  was  between  theee 
pricea  and  thoae  paid  in  scrip,  I  have  no  meana  of  knowing.  I  only 
know  that  the  prices  increased  as  the  war  continned,  and  when  the 
difference  in  the  pricea  was  alluded  to,  it  was  remarked  that  some  time 
would  elapse  before  the  sorip  would  be  paid,  and  charges  would  bo  mada 
accordingly. 

The  system  of  acconQtahility  of  public  property  was  not  nnderi>tood, 
and  of  course  was  not  acted  upon.  Wbere  I  witnessed  issues,  no  sys- 
tem or  rule  aeemed  to  be  followed,  and  only  the  whim  or  wish  of  the 
receiver  aeemed  to  be  considered.  I  have  confined  myself  to  peraonti 
knowledge  in  my  statements,  and  they  are  founded  entirely  on  my 
own  experience.  I  have  not  been  influenced  by  personal  prejudice  or 
private  interest ;  my  pecuniary  iutereats  woald  prehapa  oe  advanced 
by  the  speedy  and  nnqualified  payment  of  the  war  debt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obediet  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Firtt  LieufenatU  Fourth  Infantry,  United  Statts  Array. 

Hon.  BoBT.  J.  Ateiksom, 

Z%tn2  Auditor,   Wtuhin^tm,  D,  C. 


AaSISTADT  QUABTBBJfAffrEB's  OfFICB. 
FoH  WaJlorWolla,  W.  71,  June  39,  1839. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  asking  information  as  to  certain  prices 
for  subsistence,  stores,  grain,  labor,  &c.,  during  the  Indian  hostilities 
in  this  section  of  the  country  in  1855-'  6, 1  have  respectfully  to  state  that 
I  was  not  then  in  thia  part  of  the  country,  but  doing  duty  in  soaMent 
California,  consequently  am  nnable  from  my  papers  to  give  yon  any 
data  on  the  subject. 

My  absence,  eatablishing  a  depot  of  supply  for  the  northwest  bound- 
ary commission,  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  not  having  answered 
your  letter  at  an  earlier  date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  W.  KIRKHAM, 
Captotn  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Hon.  R.  J.  Atehtsoh, 

Third  Auditor,  7V«atur^  B^Kirlment,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Hbadquariers  Dkpahtmemt  op  THR  Ea£X, 
IVoy,  July  15,  1859, 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  Slst  March,  1859,  and  re- 
peated  the  7th  instant,  I  hare  the  honor  to  present  mj  viewB,  with 
such  facts  as  are  in  my  possession,  relating  to  the  Indian  var  claims 
of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  referred  to  in  yoar  coinniuni- 
catian  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  dated 
the  10th  January,  1859,  and  the  report  of  the  three  commissionerB 
"on  war  claims  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,"  transmitted 
the  23d  January,  1859,  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate. 

These  claims,  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  amonnt  to  nearly 
six  millions  of  dollars,  viz  :  for  Oregon,  |4,449,949,  and  for  Wash- 
ington, |1, 481,475,  to  which,  no  doubt,  will  bo  presented  hereafter,  for 
losses  of  property  destroyed  by  Indians,  claims  amoanting  to  one  or 
more  millions. 

•  •*•«««« 

Major  Haller  having  been  driven  back  by  the  Takamas,  Miyor 
Rains,  in  consequence  of  the  excitement  of  the  whites,  and  apprehen- 
sive of  the  YakamoB,  called  on  Governor  Curry  for  four  companies  of 
militia  or  Tolunteera,  and  on  the  acting  governor  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory for  two  companies.  The  acting  governor  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory promptly  responded  to  the  call.  Governor  Curry,  of  Oregon,  re- 
Bpondeu  so  far  to  the  call  as  to  send  one  company,  October  13,  1855,  to 
Major  Bains,  United  States  army,  at  Vancouver,  which  were  to  have 
been  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  following  dav. 
In  the  meantime,  as  appears  from  Governor  Curry's  letter  to  Captain 
Wilson,  October  13,  1855,  he  decided  in  conference  with  Colonel 
Nesmith  and  General  Barnum,  not  to  put  the  militia  or  volunteers 
nnder  the  command  of  United  States  omceni,  but  to  form  an  inde- 
pendent organization,  to  he  under  the  direction  of  territorial  officers, 
and,  consequently,  gave  the  following  directions  to  Captain  Wilson, 
vis;  "The  result  of  a  conference  held  this  evening  with  Generals 
Nesmith  and  Barnnm,  and  others  of  our  friends,  has  induced  me  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  instructions  I  gave  you  this  afternoon.  You 
will  bear  distinctly  in  mind  that  your  command  you  will  not  suffer  to 
be  muatered  into  the  United  States  service."  Instead  of  the  four 
companies,  as  called  for  by  Major  Rains,  Governor  Curry  issued  his 
proclamation  calling  for  eight  companies  of  mounted  volunteers, 
which,  according  to  General  Barnum'a  report  of  January  18,  1856, 
were  raised  nna  mustered,  consisting  of  ten  companies,  numbering 
•even  hundred  and  ninety-six,  calted  the  first  regiment,  and  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Nesmith.  On  the  16th  October,  Governor 
Otirry  issued  another  proclamation  calling  for  five  additional  com- 
panies of  mounted  volunteers,  as  mustered  by  General  Lamerick> 
nnmbering  fonr  hundred  and  seventy-eight  men,  to  oonstitate 
the  northern  battalion,  and  four  companies  of  mounted  volun- 
teers, as  mustered  by  General  Lamerick,  nambering  three  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  men,  to  constitute  the  southern  battalion.  These, 
including  two  companies  not  embraced  in  his  first  proclamation, 
with    one    company,   commanded    by  Captain    Gordon,    not    mus- 


78  CX.AIUS— OSEOON  AND  WA8HIVQT(»T. 

tered,GODBtitated  all  tbe  troops  known  to  me  as  having  been  called 
for  by  proclamation,  and  mentioned  in  despatches,  making  tbe  entire 
volunteer  force  of  OregOH  as  followa;  first  regiment,  inclading  tvro 
companies  not  called  tor  hy  proclamation,  ^9&^,  northern  battalion, 
478 :  southern  battalion,  3S7.  Total  Oregon  force,  as  called  for, 
inchiding  two  companies  of  first  regiment,  not  embraced  in  Governor 
Curry's  proclamation,  1,661  ;  and  inciuding  the  company  of  Captain 
Gordon,  not  mustered,  1,736.  Of  thiD  force,  not  to  exceed  four  hun- 
dred is  known  to  me,  from  any  information  derived  from  regular  offi- 
cers, or  from  the  correspondence  or  reports  of  the  volunteers,  as  having 
been  engaged  in  repelling  or  repressing  Indian  hostilities  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon.  Of  the  first  regiment,  five  companies,  all  mounted, 
under  Colonel  Nesmith,  accompaated  Major  Rains  in  his  expedition 
against  the  Yakama  Indians.  The  colonel  reports,  November  19, 
1855,  that  he  commenced  his  march  on  the  3d  of  November,  and 
returned  with  his  command,  as  he  says,  exhausted,  to  tbe  Dalles  the 
19th  of  November,  having  been  engaged  in  going  to  the  Yakama 
country  and  returning,  sixteen  days.  It  would  appear  by  a  letter  ot 
Colonel  Neamith,  dated  the  22d  of  November,  that,  on  an  inspection, 
only  one- fourth  of  the  whole  number  of  his  horses  "were  found  fitted 
for  present  duty."  He  farther  says  that  "the  Jive  companies  vrhiA 
accompanied  him  to  the  Yakama  are  still  at  Camp  Klickitat  trying 
to  recruit  their  horses,"  "and  that  about  one-half  of  the  men  com- 
posing the  whole  command  desire  their  discharge."  He  furthbr  states 
that  he  had  "giveb  a  few  dischargee  upon  the  written  report  of  the 
surgeon,  stating  that  the  men  were  unfit  for  duty."  He  "also 
granted  furloughs  to  a  few  of  the  men,  who  have  urgent  business 
requiring  their  personal  attention,  for  short  periods."  He  "anx- 
iously awaited  orders  for  the  disposition  of  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
mand." On  the  26th  of  November,  1855,  the  coloiicl  intormed 
Governor  Curry  that  be  hod  "assumed  the  responsibility  of  dis- 
charging about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  from  his  regiment." 
He  further  says,  "that  the  greater  portion  discharged  were  from  the 
companies  of  Captains  Coroelins,  Hembree,  and  Bennett." 

The  loss  of  the  horses,  I  presume,  was  not  less  expected  than  desired 
by  those  who  furnished  them,  as  they  were  appraised  at  donble  and 
treble  their  value. 

Thus  ended  an  expedition  without  the  slightest  advantage  to  any 
one  save  speculators  who  purchased  the  scrip,  given  in  payment  for 
snpplies  and  transportation,  as  low  as  ten,  twelve,  fifteen,  seveuteea, 
eighteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-five  cents  on  the  dollar.  Some  was  sold 
for  the  rent  of  buildings  at  the  Dalles  for  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  on  the  dollar,  which  the  owner,  I  believe,  considered  ample  com- 
pensation. One  person  informed  me  that  he  had  purchased  sixty 
thousand  dollars  (|60,000)  of  the  scrip  at  seventeen  cents  on  the  dollur. 
He  thought  the  whole  amount  sold  would  not  exceed  the  average  of 
twenty  or  twenty-five  cents  on  the  dollar. 
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Sammary  of  the  number  of  volunteers  reported  to  be  engaged  tn  (he  eX' 
pedilion  to  the  Takama  country  and  the  expedition  to  Walla-  WaUa. 
First  regiment,  six  companieB,  commanded  by  Colonel  Xesmith, 

commecctd  the  march  lo  the  Yakama  country   the  3d  of  Novemlwr 

ftDd  returned  the  19th,  having  been  sixteen  days  employed.     Those 

six  companies  were  reported  to  be  as  follows  : 

Captain  Cornelius,  company  C,  rank  and  file 100  strong. 

Captain  Hembree,   company  E,  rank  and  file 99  strong. 

Captain  Hayden,  company  Q,  rank  and  file 104  strong. 

Captain  Bennett,  company  F,  rank  and  file 81  strong. 

Captain  Wilson,  company  A,  rank  and  file 79  strong. 

Captain  Connoyer,  company  K,  rank  and  file 30  strong. 

493 

Colonel  Nesmith,  in  a  letter  dated  November  26, 1A55,  addressed  to 
Qovernor  Curry,  says  that  he  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  dis- 
charging one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men. 

This  would  leave  of  the  above  companies  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  rank  and  file. 

The  colonel  says  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  number  were  dis- 
charged from  the  companies  of  Captains  Corneliun,  Hembree,  and  Ben- 
nett. 

The  companies  ordered  npontbe  expedition  to  Walla- Walla,  seven 
in  number,  rank  andfileof  about  four  hundred  and  fifty-three,  after  de- 
ducting from  Captains  Cornelius,  Hembree,  and  Bennett's  companies 
one  hundred  men  discharged  hy  Colonel  Neemith,  being  the  greater 
proportion  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  see  as  follows:  from 
£.  M.  Barnum's,  adjutant  general,  report  of  January  18,  1856,  it  ap- 

iiears  that  the  first  regiment  was  organized  in  October,  1856,  as  fol- 
OWB,  viz  : 

Captain  A.  v.  Wilson,  Oct.  18,  rank  and  file   - T9,  company  A. 

Captain  O.  Humason,  Oct.  18,  rank  and  file 65,  company  B. 

Captain  J.  B.  Kelly,  Oct.  16,  rank  and  file 93,  company  C. 

Captain  T.  R.  Cornelius,  Oct.  17,  rank  and  file 100,  company  D. 

Captain  A.  J.  Hembree,  Oct.  18,  rant  and  file 99,  company  E. 

Captain  C.  Bennett,  Oct.  19,  rank  and  file 81,  company  F. 

Captain  A.  St.  Armstrong,  Oct.  22,  rank  and  file. ..104,  company  O. 

Captain  Uavis  LaytOD,  Oct.  23,  rank  and  file ?4,  company  H. 

Captain  L.  B.  Monson,  Oct.  24,  rank  and  file 71,  company   I. 

Captaia  N.  A.  Connoyer,  Oct.  SI,  rank  and  file 30,  company  K. 

Total 796 

Of  these  companies,  Cornelius  100,  Hembree  99,  Armstrong  104, 
Bennett  81,  Wilson  79,  and  Connoyer  30— in  all,  rank  and  file,  493— 
accuiu  |>anied  Major  Bains  in  his  expedition  against  the  Yakamas  under 
the  cuDimand  ot  Colonel  Nesmith,  who  commenced  his  macch  on  the. 
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3d  of  November,  and  returned  to  the  Dalles  oo  the  19th,  beiog  eo- 
gaged  sixteen  days. 

Of  this  number  the  colonel  eays,  November  26,  he  discharged  126, 
leaving  in  Eervice  368,  redacing  the  regiment  to  671,  rank  aod  file. 
Of  this  nnmber  aboat  476  were  sent  against  the  Walla- Walla  Indiaiu, 
as  reported  by  Colonel  Nesmith,  the  28th  of  NoTember.  In  a  letter 
dated  the  30th  November,  to  Governor  Curry,  the  colonel  says :  "  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  discharging  one  hundred  and  fifty  men."  Part 
of  these  vere  discharged,  he  says,  on  surgeons'  certificates,  vbile  a 
large  portion  of  them  were  discharged  on  account  of  the  exhausted 
condition  of  their  horses,  and  the  impossibility  of  remonnting  them. 
These  discharges  (with  the  previous  discharges,  126,)  reduced  the  fint 
regiment  on  the  20th  November,  according  to  Colonel  Nesmith's  letter, 
to  five  hundred  and  twenty-one,  rank  and  file ;  most  of  which  were 
sent  to  the  Walla-Walla  country,  and,  after  spending  the  winter, 
returned  in  the  spring  to  the  Dalles. 

In  relation  to  the  northern  and  southern  battalions,  reported  Jan- 
uary 12,  1836,  by  John  K.  Laraerick,  mastering  officer,  to  E.  M. 
Barnum,  adjutant  general,  amounting  to  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
five,  rank  aod  file,  I  am  unable  to  give  an  account  of  their  operatioDB 
or  verify  their  numberB,  except  from  Major  Marton's  report  to  E.  H. 
Barnum,  December  10,  1356,  in  which  he  states  that  Captain  Smith, 
U.  S.  A.,  was  associated  with  his  oommand  at  the  battle  of  Grave 
Greek  Hills.  In  another  part  of  his  report  the  major  reports  the  v<A- 
imteers,  four  hundred  etrong,  co-operating  with  Captain  Judah  at  the 
Meadows.  0.  D.  Hozie,  ai^utant,  southern  battalion,  reports  to  E. 
M.  Barnum,  adjutant  general,  December  12,  1866,  that  the  forw 
with  Captain  Jadah  was  three  hundred  and  eighty-six.  These  are 
the  only  instances  where  I  can  find  that  volunteers  operated  with  the 
regular  army.  »**»** 

Throughout  all  the  papers  io  my  poesessicHi  the  company  of  moimted 
men  under  Captain  Creigbtoo,  at  Fort  Orford,  and  Captain  Harris,  at 
Coos  bay,  as  well  as  all  those  seen  in  your  statement  under  the  head 
of  "  recruiting  battalion"  and  "  not  attached/'  are  not  mentioned,  and 
are  unknown  to  me. 

Washington  TerrUory. 

The  first  call  for  volunteers  in  Washington  Territory  appears  in  the 
governor's  annual  message  of  December  7,  1855,  in  which  Acting 
(Governor  Masun  says  twelve  companies  have  been  raised,  amouDting 
in  all  to  upwaids  of  seven  hundred  men. 

Of  these,  five  hundred  were  mounted. 

Governor  Stevens'  proclamation  of  January  23,  1856,  calls  for  six 
companies  of  volunteers,  to  consist  of  sixty  men  each  ;  and  again,  by 
proclamation  of  August  2,  18&6,  for  two  companies.  Colonel  Oa«eyt 
U,  8.  A.,  commanding  Puget's  Sound  district,  reported  to  me,  May 
19,  1856 :  "  So  far  as  the  Indians  on  this  side  are  concerned  the 
contest  is  about  ended,  and  should  no  considerable  reinforcements  be 
received,  will  soon  die  out.  It  may  however  be  prolonged  by  a  mili- 
tary territorial  organisatioii  existing  in  thie  Territory,  over  whidt  I 
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have  no  control."  He  also  notified  (}oTemor  Stevens,  Jane  20, 1866, 
"that  be  did  not  consider  the  serrices  of  any  volanteers  as  having 
been  necessary  for  more  than  two  months  past." 

The  six  companies  called  for  by  Governor  Stevens,  and  the  twelve 
previonsly  raised  by  Acting  G-overnor  Mason,  wonld  make  the  volnn- 
teer  force  of  that  Territory  consist  of  eighteen  companies,  ten  hundred 
and  sixty  strong. 

This  does  not  inclnde  the  last  two  companies  called  for  August  2, 
1856,  for  I  cannot  believe  in  the  absence  of  positive  information  that 
they  were  mastered  into  the  service,  and  certainly  they  were  not  re- 
qoired  at  that  time,  as  appears  from  Colonel  Casey's  remarks  qaotal 
above.  This  will  be  found  to  correspond  with  your  statement  for 
Febmary  in  regard  to  the  number  of  companies — eighteen — hut  ex- 
ceeds the  number  of  men  there  given  by  three  hundred  and  sixty. 

Adjutant  General  Tilton,  in  nia  estimate  of  pay  for  six  months, 
ending  September  1,  1856,  approved  by  Governor  Stevens,  raports 
the  strength  of  the  volunteer  force  nine  nundred  and  fifby-seven. 

This  number  again  conflicts  with  the  statement  in  Governor  Stevens' 
letter  to  the  Kew  York  Tribune  of  October  27, 1856,  in  which  he  says : 
*'  We  have  in  the  Sound  twelve  thousand  warriors,  and  leas  than  seven 
hundred  able-bodied  white  men."  Also,  when  he  states  "that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  volunteers  have  been  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per 
month  for  the  past  three  months,  but  that  it  will  now  be  one  hnudred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  as  the  /orce  wOl  be  seven  hundred  strong.'* 
And  again,  in  instmctions  to  Captain  Percival,  who  was  sent  to  pnr- 
ohase  sapplies  in  San  Francisco,  he  says  :  "  These  troops  are  enlisted 
for  six  months,  and  number  about  seven  huadred,"  From  all  which 
it  will  be  perceived  that  the  volunteer  force  in  that  Territory,  from 
offi<nal  reports,  did  not  exceed  ten  hundred  and  sixty,  rank  and  file, 
from  December,  18S5,  to  August,  1856,  and,  firom  Governor  Stovena* 
statements,  did  not  exceed  seven  hundred  men. 

From  the  official  reports  of  officers  of  the  army  serving  in  Puget's 
Sound  district,  I  do  not  find  that  any  volunteers,  other  than  those 
mentioned  in  my  previous  communications,  and  recommended  favor- 
ably to  government,  have  been  mentioned  :  they  were  Captains  Hays, 
Wallace,  Henness,andHewett's  companies  on  Puget's  Sound,  and  Cap- 
tain Newell,  in  the  aggregate  thirty-five,  and  Captoin  Strong,  in  the 
aggregato  sixty-two,  on  Columbia  river. 

in  regard  to  the  number  of  hostiles  in  that  section,  Captain  Keyes, 
United  States  army,  reportod,  March  1, 1856,  from  the  best  authority, 
that  they  did  not  exceed  two  hundred,  and  Colonel  Casey  stated  the 
aame  number  in  his  official  reports — a  number  that  would  not  seem  to 
justify  Governor  Stevens'  call  for  so  many  volunteer  troops,  to  act  in- 
dependent of  the  United  Statos  troops. 

In  regard  to  the  prices  paid  for  supplies,  &c.,  by  the  volunteers,  I 
am  not  in  possession  of  any  data  that  will  enable  me  to  arrive  at  any 
lost  conclusion.  To  judge,  however,  correctly  of  what  ought  to  have 
been  paid  in  each  case,  including  the  cost  of  transportation,  reference 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  accounts  of  quartermasters  and  commiasarieB 
in  Washington  and  Oregon  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
or  previous  to  October,  1866.  AfWr  the  war  commenced,  the  amoont 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  11 6 
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on  account  of  Toluntcera,  in  geoeral,  I  believe,  was  pud  for  in  unp, 
and  consequently  without  regard  to  the  cost.  It  was  considered  a 
"godseod,"  and  the  most  exorbitant  prices  for  everything  required 
for  tbe  ose  of  the  Tolunteere  were  demanded.  In  many  cases  the 
amounts  furnished  and  prices  charged  appeared  to  be  fabulous,  and 
bear  on  their  face  fraud  and  deception.  Tne  regular  army  werecom> 
pelled,  in  some  cases,  to  conform  to  these  prices,  which  ought  not  to 
govern  in  fixing  tbe  amount  to  be  allowed  on  account  of  the  vol- 
anteers. 

In  the  final  disposition  of  the  property,  it  appears  that  the  tenns  of 
the  sale  were  caak.  Never  was  money  scarcer  in  that  Territory  than 
at  that  time  ;  and  consequently  many  who  had  fuuished  cattle,  horses, 
and  merchandise  of  every  description,  and  received  payment  therefor 
in  scrip,  were  unable  to  redeem  their  property,  which  many  an  honest 
man,  who,  too  late,  had  discovered  the  frauds  and  speculations,  was 
anxious  and  willing  to  do  ;  but  this  was  not  in  accordance  with  their 
schemes,  and,  as  usual,  purchases '  were  made  by  speculators  and 
moneyed  men,  as  you  state,  at  much  reduced  rates.  This  cannot  but 
be  regarded  as  another  species  of  specnlatipn  by  which  the  govern- 
ment has  been  defrauded  and  honest  men  cheated  of  their  just  dues. 

The  enclosed  slips  will  explain  the  matter  more  fully. 

In  your  letter  you  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
companies  iu  Washington  Territory  appear  to  have  been  raised,  en- 
rolled, and  are  believed  to  have  remained  during  the  whole  term  of 
service  at  tbe  place  of  enrolment,  among  which  you  recite  McCorkle's, 
at  Monticello,  on  Cowlitz  river;  PIummer'SjatFortTowushendjEbey's, 
at  Whidby's  island,  and  Warbnss',  at  Cowlitz  Landing,  on  Cowlitz 
river.  All  these  places  I  believe  to  be  without  tbe  sphere  of  opera- 
tions, and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  they  were  at  any  time  visited  bf 
hostiies,  or  in  fear  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  Whidby's  island  was  the 
place  where  many  of  the  friendly  Indians,  living  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Sound,  were  taken,  fed,  and  cared  for  by  an  Indian  agent.  At  no 
time  did  hostilities  connected  with  this  war  occnr  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Sound ;  and  while  at  Steilacoom  I  was  informed  that  as  long  as 
the  friendly  Indians  could  be  kept  there  and  at  Whidby's  island,  no 
fears  were  entertained  of  an  attack  or  draertion  of  the  friendly  Indians 
to  the  hostiies. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  observe  that  in  order  to  arrive  at  jnst  con- 
clusions in  regard  to  the  character  and  object  of  the  volunteer  service 
during  the  Indian  war  of  1855  and  1866  in  Oregon  and  Washingtoa 
Territories,  it  will  only  he  necessary  to  examine  the  vouchers  and 
prices  paid  for  every  species  of  service  and  all  articles  reqnired  for  tbe 
use  of  the  volunteers. 

On  examination,  it  will  be  discovered  why  tbe  two  governors  would 
Dot  allow  volunteers  to  be  commanded  by  officers  of  tbe  United  States 
army.  To  me  it  is  indeed  surprising  that  such  vouchers  and  such 
prices  as  were  paid  for  horses,  cattle,  wagons,  saddles,  bridles,  harness, 
shoes,  hoots,  and  other  clothing,  oats,  wheat,  barley,  corn,  forage, 
stabling,  pasturage,  transportation  of  supplies,  coffee,  sugar,  repairs, 
rent  of  baildings,  ferriage,  hire  of  persons,  cleiks  aud  Ittborers,  &c., 
as  exhibited  in  your  report  to  the  chairman  of  tbe  Military  Committee 
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of  the  House  of  BepreEentativee,  shoald  have  been  for  aeingle  momeat 
entertained. 

It  is  true  the  people  have  suffered,  aad  what  have  thej  gained? 
Nothing  but  scrip,  which  has  been  sold  from  ten  to  twenty-five  cents 
in  the  dollar.  (See  Captain  Crane's  Memoir  on  the  Oregon  War,  from 
pages  138  to  187,  and  for  the  war  in  Washington  Territory  frooi  pages 
308  to  418.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  E.  WOOL,  Major  General. 

B.  J.  Atedibon,  Esq., 

Third  Auditor,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Office  Supebintbndent  Indian  Affaibs, 

Portland,  Oregon,  July  22, 1859. 
Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  12th  of  April,  enclosing  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  on  the  8th  of  February 
last,  also  "Executive  document  Ko.  51,  letter  from  Third  Auditor" 
"on  subject  of  claims  growing  out  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Oregon 
and  Washington,"  are  received  at  this  office. 

As  early  and  full  attention  to  the  subjects  of  your  inquiries  as  the 
pressing  duties  of  my  office  will  permit  will  he  given,  and  the  result 
communicated. 

Truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  R.  GEARY, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affaire^ 
R.  J.  Atkinson,  Esq., 

Third  Auditor,    Washington,  D.  O. 


TcTBOALOosA,  Alabama,  August  4,  1859.   - 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowedge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
March  31,  1869,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, asking  for  certain  information  in  regard  to  expenditures  in  Oregon 
and  Washington  Territories,  and  also  of  your  letter  of  April  1,  1859, 
on  the  same  subject. 

In  reply,  I  have  respectfully  to  say  that  the  statements  made  in 
your  letter  of  January  10,  1859,  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  were  eminently  true.  I  received  from 
a  member  of  Congress,  in  February  last,  a  copy  of  that  letter,  and; 
after  examining  it,  was  astonished  to  see  such  correct  concluaioos 
drawn  by  any  one  who  had  not  been  in  Oregon  during  the  period  al' 
Inded  to. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Grover,  of  Oregon, 
I  have  to  say  that  I  am  utterly  ignorant  of  the  person  to  whom  he 
alludes  as  "  the  principal  agent,"  who  is  represented  as  having  pur- 
chased horses  for  me  in  1855  and  1866. 

Most  of  the  horses  were  purchased  by  myself  at  Fort  Vancouver,  and 
the  remainder  were  purchased,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  by  my 
clerk,  Mr,  C.  A.  Eastman,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  J.  Brooke,  neither  of  whom*. 
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I  am  sure,  could,  "by  anj  possibility,  have  made  the  statements  quoted 
by  Mr.  Grover.  The  horeea  purchased  vete  the  very  best  that  oould 
he  procnred  at  that  time,  and  some  of  them  were  the  finest  horses  in 
the  country.  They  were  purchased  in  lots,  so  as  to  keep  the  average 
price  helow  two  hundred  dollars  ;  some  were,  of  coarse,  not  of  the  first 
quality.  They  were  accordingly  designated  in  my  deecriptire  remarks 
aa"Spanish,"  "American,"  &c.,  &c. 

In  reesrd  to  the  extravagant  statements  of  the  Hon.  I.  I.  Stevens, 
of  Washington  Territory,  I  have  merely  to  say  that  they  are  most 
unfair  and  untrue  representalions.  And  what  he  has  said  of  the  mis- 
erable quality  of  "  ponies"  purchased  by  me,  as  well  as  the  superior 
?[aality  of  "  horses"  purchased  for  the  volunteer  service,  are  alilte  fci 
rom  the  trathful  state  of  the  cose. 

As  a  general  thing,  during  the  disturbances  in  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington Territories  purchases  were  made  by  myself  and  other  disburs- 
ing officers  of  the  regular  army  without  cash,  but,  on  the  faith  of  the 
government,  for  one-half  of  what  was  paid  in  scrip  by  the  volnoteer 
agent.  i 

The  particulars  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  exhibit  made  in  your  letter 
above  (ulnded  to. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WITHERS, 
Assiatani  Adjutant  General. 

Hon.  B.  J.  Ateiksoh, 

Third  Auditor  V.  S.  Treasury,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Pbjladelphu,  Aug%tst  29,  18S9. 

Sir  :  It  has  not  been  possible  for  me  to  reply  to  yonr  letter  of  Hareb 
31,  1859,  before  this  date,  withont  postponing  the  necessary  datiea  of 
the  current  business  upon  which  I  am  officially  engaged. 

Yon  request  information  from  me  in  relation  to  the  4th  olaose  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  8,  1869,  re- 
quiring you  to  make  an  examination  and  report  relative  to  clsinw  of 
the  citizens  of  Oregon  and  Washington  for  expenses  incurred  in 
1855-'66  in  repelling  Indian  hostilities. 

In  reply  to  this  part  of  your  letter,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the 
points  enumerated  by  yon,  and  upon  which  yon  Mk  information. 

In  the  last  quarter  of  1855,  and  first  and  second  quarters  of  1866, 
mules,  I  have  no  doubt,  could  have  been  purchased  in  the  localities 
of  the  outfitting  of  the  volunteers  for  (125  each.  A  horse  and  male 
dealer  sought,  through  me,  the  opportunity  of  furnishing  good  work- 
ing mules,  as  he  said,  at  that  price,  and  horses  from  (80  to  $125, 
suitable  for  military  service,  I  asked  this  dealer  where  he  would  ob- 
tain the  animals.  His  reply  was,  that  he  could  pick  np  any  number 
that  might  be  required  iq  Oregon,  and  that  if  he  could  obtain  the 
contract  for  furnishing  them,  be  could  make  a  very  handsome  profit 
out  of  it  at  these  prices.  This  was  at  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he 
said  he  would  deliver  the  animals. 

Subsequently  I  was  a  passenger,  returning  from  ono  otthe  fields  of 
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war  in  company  with  a  large  nnmber  of  monated  volunteers.  I  ex- 
amined their  horses,  and  priced  several  of  as  good  qoality  as  any  in 
the  Berrioe,  Their  prioes  ranged  from  (70  to  $100,  and  these,  they 
informed  me,  were  the  cash  values  when  they  entered  the  service. 
This  wai  OD  the  Colnmhia  river,  in  November,  1856. 

I  knew  of  one  case,  not  of  the  above-mentioDed  companies,  however, 
in  which  a  volunteer  officer  told  me  he  paid  (ISO  for  an  extraordinarily 
good  horse,  I  saw  this  animal,  and  considered  it  worth  the  money ; 
it  was  a  fine  American  mare.  This  was  the  highest  price  I  heard  as 
having  been  paid  in  hard  money  for  a  horse  during  the  whole  time 
of  the  wars  in  question,  for  military  use. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  an  average  price  of  $125,  in  hard  mon^, 
would  have  been  a  full  compensation  for  the  horses  furnished  by  the 
volunteers  for  themselves  as  thej  entered  the  service.  But  as  the 
scrip  was  soon  rated  as  low  as  37i  cents  on  the  dollar,  sales  of  horses 
at  this  average  of  $12S  in  hard  money,  if  paid  for  in  scrip,  came  up 
to  nominally  $333^  in  such  scrip,  acd  mules  about  the  same,  and 
jnst  OS  mnch  higher  in  proportion  as  the  scrip  fell  below  37^  cents  aa 
the  dollar. 

Oats  were  worth  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  (autumn  of  1866,)  iu 
the  localities  of  the  outfit  of  the  volunteers  who  went  up  the  Columbia 
river,  fifty  cents  per  bushel.  They  were  abundant  and  of  excellent 
quality  that  season.  I  obtained  this  information  from  those  who 
raised  and  sold  oats.  But  in  proportion  as  the  demand  increased  and 
the  supply  diminished  the  prices  increased  ;  bnt  the  price  was  limited 
dnring  the  whole  war  by  the  expedient  resorted  to  by  the  chief  United 
States  quartermaster,  (Major  Cross,)  who,  foreseeing  the  upward  tend- 
ency of  prices  of  forage,  sent  to  San  Francisco  for  supplies,  and  thus 
put  a  stop  to  extravagant  demands  for  this  kind  of  grain  ;  so  that,  as 
near  as  I  can  recollect,  the  price  was  hept  below  one  hundred  centa 
per  bushel,  delivered  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Portland. 

The  amount  of  waste  of  oats  and  other  forage  by  the  volunteers  waa 
enormous,  arising  from  the  want  of  organization  and  official  respon- 
sibility in  their  agents  tor  issuing  forage.  Indeed,  I  witnessed  one 
command  of  volunteers  whose  privates,  as  occasion  required,  went  to 
thedepositsof  forage,  helped  themselves,  pouring  bag  after  bag  of  the 
oats  upon  the  ground  for  their  horses  to  eat  ad  liMitaa.  I  have  not  the 
slighteat  doubt  that  thirty  per  centum  of  all  the  forage  purchased  for 
▼ouinteers  was  wasted,  not  from  any  necessity  of  the  case,  but  from 
the  abaence  of  responsible  agents  for  issuing. 

As  regards  potatoes,  they  were  so  abundant  in  the  iall  of  1856,  at  the 
time  of  the  volunteers  being  organized,  and  the  price  so  low,  that  thia 
article  did  not  bear  being  sent  to  market  out  of  Oregon  or  Washing- 
ton to  any  amount.  Bo  plentiful  were  they  that  hundreds  and  hun- 
dreds of  bushels  laid  in  heaps  at  several  points  on  the  Columbia  river, 
and  rotted,  from  there  being  no  demand  at  all  adequate  to  the  supply 
to  iodnce  shipment. 

Aa  to  the  price  of  working  oxen,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  they  were 
worth  from  $125,  $150,  to  $175  a  yoke.  (Refer  to  Lieutenant  Itorby'i 
oGCoantB  on  the  constrnction  of  roads  in  Oregon,  1866,  and  probaUy 
yoa  vill  see  the  prices  for  the  beat  quality.)  i    <     i    C<(H)'^^[c 
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'  As  regards  tlie  prices  of  beef  and  pork,  (salted,)  the  best  criteria 
would  be  the  prices  paid  by  the  United  States  commissary  in  those 
localities  ;  so  in  reference  to  floor.  But  you  will  observe  that  therol- 
unteera  sabsisted  themseWea,  as  &r  as  meat  was  used,  mostly  upon 
beef  cattle,  such  as  they  found  in  the  herds  on  their  way,  belonging 
to  the  Indians,  and  to  an  occasional  stock-grower. 

I  knew  of  one  stock-grower,  from  whose  herds  they  took  very  many 
becTCB,  who,  in  a  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject,  informed  me 
that  ^27  to  (35  a  head  wonld  have  been  a  fair  price  to  him  for  them 
at  the  time  they  appropriated  his  cattle,  but  that  they  took  his  prop- 
erty without  leave,  and  sever  paid  him  at  all.  I  here  state  a  feict 
which  would  go  far  towards  giving  you  a  correct  idea  of  what  wonld 
be  just  in  arranging  a  tariff  of  prices  for  almost  all  articles  UBed  by 
the  volunteers,  At  Portland,  Oregon,  after  they  had  taken  the  fleld, 
in  conversation  with  one  of  the  first  merchants  there,  I  made  the  re- 
mark that  "  I  presumed  the  war  had  increased  the  profits  of  his  sales 
materially."  His  reply  was,  "  not  in  the  least ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has 
Considerably  diminished  our  profits."  How  so?  I  asked.  HisexplS' 
nation  was,  "that  prices  for  money  were  no  higher  during  the  war 
than  before,  and  most  of  the  merchants,  owing  to  the  stagnation  of 
the  regular  current  business,  would  sell  for  cash  a  little  lower.  It  was 
only  those  who  sold  and  took  scrip  for  pay  on  speculation,  or  who  sold 
on  ciedit,  with  a  promise  to  be  paid,  provided  Congress  should  appro- 
priate, that  gave  the  idea  to  the  uninitiated  that  prices  had  advanced." 
And  this  proved  to  be  true  in  all  that  I  purchased  for  myself — not 
much,  it  is  true.  I  found  that  hoots,  blankets,  &c.,  &c.,  all  that  a 
person  wanted  in  the  field,  were  no  higher _/br  cash  than  if  no  war  bad 
existed. 

'  Therefore,  see  by  the  quartermaster's  and  commiseary's  accounts 
the  purchases  made  by  the  United  States  at  Portland,  Steilacoom, 
Olympia,  and  Fort  Dalles,  of  articles,  including  provisions,  in  1855, 
previous  to  and  during  the  war,  and  in  1856,  and  you  will  have  just 
criteria  to  go  by  in  arranging  a  fair  tariff  of  cash  (not  scrip)  prices 
daring  the  war ;  for  those  places  were  the  centres  of  business,  where 
the  outfits  were  made  for  the  volunteers  in  northern  Oregon  and 
In  Wasington  Territory. 

&.S  regards  the  price  of  hay,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  recall  thevalae 
of  this  article ;  but  it  is  to  be  observed  that  very  little  was  consumed 
by  the  horses  -of  volunteers  on  the  march.  In  the  field  dependence 
was  placed  upon  finding  grass  for  the  animals,  I  do  not  believe  that 
(jne  hundred  tons  of  hay  were  consumed  by  all  the  horsed  of  the  vol- 
unteers in  any  expedition  they  went  upon.  And  as  to  a  charge  being 
made  for  pasturage,  except,  possibly,  in  a  few  special  cases  where 
animals  may  have  been  herd^,  to  one  acquainted  with  field  opera- 
tions in  that  country  the  idea  is  langhahte.  I  doubt  if  a  dollar  was 
ever  paid  by  a  volunteer,  or  a  promise  to  pay  was  ever  made,  for  pas- 
turage in  a  country  where  the  whole  land  was  one  extended  common. 
Twenty-five  cents  per  day  for  pasturing  an  animal  was  more  than  it 
was  worth  at  any  time,  in  any  place,  in  cash,  (not  in  scrip,) 

Now,  as  regards  transportation.  This  is  a  matter  which,  with 
proper  care  in  obtaining  data,  may  undoubtedly  be  approximated  to 
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with  coDBtderable  justice,  though  atteuded  with  great  labor.  Had  I 
time  I  believe  I  could  arrive  at  a  pretty  fair  Tsluation  of  the  money 
coflt  of  all  the  transportatioD  that  was  Decessary  for  the  volunteeiB  in 
all  and  every  one  of  the  expeditious  ;  but  I  can  only,  in  snch  a  com- 
munication as  this  must  necessarily  be,  give  yon  some  general  data 
that  will  be  of  service  to  you  in  your  investigations  on  this  important 
point. 

The  supplies  that  were  transported  for  the  volunteers  in  the  Co- 
lombia river  field  of  operations  were  taken  from  Portland,  Oregon, 
as  the  centre  of  business,  to  Fort  Dalles,  by  water,  (steam  naviga- 
tion,) making  one  portage  only,  and  that  at  the  Cascades. 

From  Fort  Dalles  they  had  to  be  taken  in  wagons,  principally,  to 
the  Walla- Walla  country,  bat  not  much  beyond  there  in  wagons,  but 
beyond  there  by  pack  animals  ;  again  from  Fort  Dalles,  northerly, 
by  pack  animals,  to  Fort  Simcoe,  as  it  is  now  called,  in  a  direct  liue 
not  over  seventy  miles.  At  the  time,  and  after  the  volunteer  expedi- 
tions commenced  in  those  directions,  the  price  for  transportation  from 
Fort  Vancouver,  or  from  Portland,  to  Fort  Dalles  was  forty  dollars 
per  ton,  including  the  carrying  across  the  portage  of  the  Cascades. 

From  Fort  Dalles,  by  wagon  road,  say  to  Whitman  Mission,  in 
the  valley  of  the  Walla- Walla,  it  is  about  164  miles.  Over  this  the 
Tolnnteers  bad  to  transport  by  wagons,  and  a  six-mule  team  would  be 
about  ten  days  performing  the  jouruey  with  a  load  of  1,600  to  2,000 
pounds  of  supplies  in  a  wagon  ;  one  teamster  at  each  team,  at  two 
□ollars  per  day  and  subsistence  furnished  him. 

Id  a  direction  north  of  Fort  Dalles  the  distance  out  and  t»  over 
which  the  volanteers  inarched  into  the  Yakama  country  in  October 
and  November,  1855,  was  estimated  to  be  300  miles,  and  the  trans- 
portation was  by  pack  animals  ;  two  dollars  per  day  and  sabsistence 
waa  the  wages  of  a  packer,  and  a  few  who  may  have  been  styled  chief 
or  head  packers  were  worth  three  dollars  per  day  with  subsistence. 

There  is  given  a  history  of  the  organization  of  the  several  volnn- 
teer  commands  in  a  document  written  by  me,  styled  "  Military  Topo- 
graphical Memoir  and  Report,  with  maps,  on  the  United  States 
Military  Department  of  the  Pacific.  By  Thomas  Jefierson  Cram, 
Captain  Corps  Topographical  Engineers,  Chief  Topographical  Engi- 
neera  Department  Pacific.     1856-'66-'5'r." 

One  copy  of  this  original  manascript  is  in  the  Bureau  of  Topographi- 
cal Engineers,  at  Washington,  and  another  is  or  was  filed  in  the 
office  of  Pacific  Railroad  Surveys,  at  Washington. 

In  chapter  VI  you  will  find  how  and  when  these  volunteers  were 
called  into  service,  and  their  operations  in  mu^Aem  Oregon,  with  a 
map  to  aid  you  in  finding  how  far  they  marched,  and  consequently 
data  apon  which  to  compute  the  value  of  transportation — (Rogue 
fiiver  war  of  1855.) 

Iq  chapter  IX  you  may  find  how  the  volanteers  were  called  into 
service  and  organized  for  operations  in  northern  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington Territory  ;  the  history  of  their  marches,  operations,  service, 
&c.,  with  maps  to  help  you  to  follow  their  movements.  You  will 
observe  that  the  history  is  made  up,  in  all  important  essentials,  from 
the  official  reports  of  the  governors  of  the  two  Territories,  and  from 
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tbe  official  reports  of  the  volanteer  offioers ;  these  reports  having, 
previoaslr  to  my  making  use  of  them,  haea  priated,  in  ererj  cue 
from  which  I  have  qaoted,  "by  Congresa, 

There  is  aoother  part  of  your  letter  whidh  is  to  be  answered^  and 
that  relates  to  the  difierence  of  prices  paid  for  articles  in  scrip  and  in 
moDey.  As  aoon  as  it  (the  scnp)  began  to  be  iBBtied  its  Talae  began 
to  fall  below  its  nominal  rate,  as  compared  with  money,  and  of  coarse 
all  articles  paid  for  in  scrip  ascended  in  price  in  the  same  proportion. 
It  was  not  long  after  a  large  amonnt  had  been  issued  before  it  fell  to 
3Ti  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  by  the  time  the  war  was  over,  and  before, 
indeed,  an  agent  told  me  he  had  Eeveral  thousand  dollars  to  sell  at 
12J  cents,  in  San  Francisco,  with  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  pur- 
chase supplies  for  the  volunteers  who  were  to  go  into  the  field  in  the 
Btunmer  of  1856,  As  near  as  I  oonld  entimate,  the  average  amonnt 
of  the  value  of  the  scrip,  as  it  passed  from  the  hands  of  thoes  to 
whom  it  was  issued  until  it  became  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  specu- 
lators, was  not  over  30  cents  on  the  dollar;  others  placed  it  at  18| 
cents ;  but  this  would  be  more  correct  as  the  average  daring  the  timea 
of  the  latter  half  of  the  issues.  If,  therefore,  a  horse  was  purchased 
for  |400  in  scrip,  his  cash  value  would  be  $120 ;  and  if  sold  at  the  end 
of  tiie  expedition  for  $156,  its  real  money  value  would  be  $46  80. 

At  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  the  scrip  was  not  worth  more 
than  12^  cents  ;  and  a  horse  bringing  $406  in  sorip,  or  to  be  credited 
against  an  issue  of  scrip  to  the  amount  of  $406,  would  only  be  worth 
$50  in  money. 

The  present  holders  of  probably  three-quarters  of  the  whole  amonnt 
of  the  scrip  issued  by  both  Territories  on  account  of  those  expeditions 
of  the  volunteers  have  paid  in  money  not  over  18}  oent«  on  the 
dollar,  and  a  large  amount,  it  was  believed  on  excellent  authori^, 
was  purchased  at  ten  cents  on  the  dollar.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  present  holders  of  the  scrip  to  press  hard  upon 
Congress  to  make  the  appropriations  asked  for,  witn  a  view  to  the 
ultimate  redemption  of  this  scrip  at  its  par  valuation. 

You  invite  my  attention  to  the  report  which  you  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  at  the  late 
session  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  these  claims,  and  request  any  in- 
formation I  may  be  able  to  tarnish  on  any  of  the  points  or  subject- 
matter  of  claims  therein  referred  to. 

In  answer  to  this  part  of  yonr  letter,  I  would  refer  you  to  my  "  me- 
moir and  report,"  already  called  to  your  attention.  A  careful  perusal 
of  that  would  give  you  many  very  important  facts  bearing  on  the  snb- 
jeot-matter,  especially  as  to  the  question  of  necessity  of  the  calling  oat 
of  these  volunteers,  upon  the  refoaal  of  all  the  Oregon  volunteers  to 
serve  under  United  States  officers,  and  of  the  nnmber  called  for  by  the 
United  States  commanding  officer  in  the  district  of  threatened  hostili- 
ties, and  of  the  nature  and  amount  of  service  rendered  by  the  volun- 
teers, &c.,  &c.,  called  into  service  by  the  governors  of  the  Territoriee. 

Yoa  ^0  request  information  from  me  that  may  be  in  my  poasoBrion 
calculated  to  throw  light  on  the  olanses  of  said  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Beprewntatives  other  than  those  pBrticalarly;  reforj^  to  in 
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7oiir  letter.  In  reply  to  this,  I  would  call  yonr  atteotioD  to  the  first 
clause,  which  seems  to  exclade  all  volanteers  other  than  those  called 
into  service  by  the  territorial  authorities  of  Oregon  and  Washington. 

The  United  States  oommaodiag  ofGcer  of  the  district  called  for  four 
companies  of  mounted  volnnteers  from  Oregon,  and  two  companies 
from  Washington,  9th  October,  1865.  The  former  were  refused  by 
the  governor  of  Oregon.  The  two  companies,  however,  from  Wash- 
ington, promptly  responded  to  the  oall,  and  served  faithfully.  Now, 
if  clause  first  of  the  said  resolution  should  be  so  constraed  as  to  deprive 
these  two  companies  from  any  benefit  that  may  arise  from  your  exam- 
ination, and  report  that  is  to  be,  it  would  be  manifestly  unjust  to 
these  companies. 

It  was  not  until  the  16th  of  October,  although  within  a  few  houra 
of  each  other,  that  the  governor  of  Oregon  answered  the  call  of  the 
United  States  officer  in  command  of  the  district ;  and  then  it  was  that 
the  said  governor  declared  his  intention  to  call  into  the  field  a  regi- 
ment of  moanted  volunteers,  nnder  the  command  of  a  brigadier  fun- 
eral of  Oregon  militia,  &c. ,  &c.,  to  serve  independently  of  the  United 
States, 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  as  to  the  question  whether  there  was 
a  necessity  even  for  the  call  of  the  United  States  commanding  officer, 
still,  as  the  companies  from  Washington  came  at  his  bidding,  it  would 
seem  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  exclude  their  claims  from  a  proper 
consideration. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yonr  obedient  servant. 
T.  J.  CRAM, 
Captain  U.  S.  Ti^iographical  Unginetra. 

Hon.  B.  J.  ATEnrsov,  Auditor. 


Fort  Vancouvbb,  W.  T.,  Avgmt  5,  1869, 
Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
30th  Jane,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  letter  yon  addressed  to  me  on  the 
19th  of  last  March,  asking  "to  have  certain  papers,  documents,  itc, 
connected  with  the  claims  of  citizens  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Ter- 
ritories for  expenses  incurred  in  the  late  Indian  hostilities,"  and 
which  papers  you  presume  are  in  the  hands  of  the  commission,  "  pat 
up  and  sent  to  your  address." 

I  deem  it  dae  to  remark  here,  that  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  Maroh 
was  duly  received  ;  bat  as  Captain  Smith  and  Mr.  Qrover,  two  members 
of  the  late  commission,  were  absent  from  the  ooast,  I  thought  it  ad- 
viaable  to  wait  until  I  could  confer  with  one  or  both  of  them,  thongh 
I  knew  they  held  no  retained  papers  touching  the  action  of  the  com- 
niisaion  on  the  war  claims,  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  by  waiting  a 
reasonable  time  I  might  be  able  to  give  you  a  more  satisfaotory  reply 
than  by  answering  at  once.     I  beg  you  will  excuse  the  delay. 

The  commission  retained  no  papers  or  proofs  which  are  of  an  official 
character,  or  on  which  action  was  taken.  I  hold  here  only  a  kind  of 
joornal  of  sessions  of  the  commission  in  brief,  which  oontuiu  copies 
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of  letters  and  rcporta,  minuteB  of  adjournmeiit  and  reassembling. 
There  is  nothing  in  my  posFcseioQ  of  the  character  you  require. 

The  sworn  statements  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  commission 
going  to  justify  the  use  and  expenditure  of  the  public  property  in 
Washington  Territory,  were  forwarded  with  the  other  papers  of  the 
commission,  and  are  now  with  them  in  your  office. 

As  to  the  prices  current  established  by  the  commission  for  the  prin- 
cipal points  in  both  Territories  where  supplies  were  mainly  purchased, 
I  have  to  observe  that  they  were  arranged  and  arrived  at,  as  set  forth 
in  the  report,  upon  "  the  statements  and  testimony  of  the  most  com- 
petent witnesses."  The  statements  referred  to  consisted  of  written 
communications  from  the  most  reliable  merchanta  and  business  men 
of  standing  living  at  the  various  localities  in  the  two  Territories,  and 
of  as  disinterested  a  character  as  possible  ;  but  being  of  an  informal 
nature,  and  forming  no  legitimate  part  of  the  necessary  record,  were 
not  preserved.  The  testimony  taken  by  the  commission  on  rates  to 
be  allowed  for  property,  service,  &c.,  was  oral,  and  from  witnesses 
brought  before  ^e  commission  in  person.  But  it  must  he  remarked 
that  the  commission  acted,  perhaps,  principally  upon  the  intimate 
knowledge  possessed  by  its  members,  ootained  by  a  long  residence  on 
the  northwest  coast,  and  by  much  actual  experience  in  the  conduct  of 
public  business  for  a  series  of  years  within  the  £eld  of  operations  of 
the  late  Indian  war  in  Oregon  and  Washington. 

I  was  myself  a  spectator  of  the  operations  of  the  volunteer  service 
during  the  period  in  question,  ana  had  charge  of  purchasing  and 
transporting  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  supplies  for  the  regular  forces 
engaged  in  suppressing  these  same  Indian  hostilities.  I  considered 
that  my  position  enabled  me  to  decide,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned  and 
so  far  as  my  influence  could  be  felt,  what  rates  should  be  allowed  for 
property  bought  and  services  rendered,  without  particular  reference 
to  other  parties  ;  and  I  would  very  respectfully  place  on  record  here 
that,  aside  from  the  question  of  the  necessity  for  calling  out  the  vol- 
unteers on  that  occasion,  a  question  with  which  the  commission  had 
nothing  to  do,  neither  were  the  amount  of  supplies  purchased  exces- 
sive nor  the  rates  allowed  by  the  commiBsion  exorbitant  in  my 
opinion.  The  necessity  that  existed  for  calling  out  the  volunteers 
seems  to  have  been  conceded  by  the  highest  authority. 

As  stated  in  the  report,  "  in  this  department  of  its  duty,  the  com- 
mission paid  what  was  deemed  to  be  a  due  regard  to  the  amdiiion  o^ 
the  country  and  the  circumatancet  under  which  these  liabiliti^  were  im- 
curred."  I  beg  you  to  mark  this  ;  for  in  all  our  deliberations  and 
decisions  we  constantly  looked  at  the  facts  and  took  into  considera- 
tion the  actual  condition  of  the  country  at  the  time. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  there  are  many  instances  in  which  the  com- 
mission allowed  prices  in  the  purchase  of  property  that  exceeded  the 
current  cask  rates.  In  all  such  instances,  however,  after  ascertaining 
that  the  property  was  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  volnn- 
teer  forces  engaged  in  the  war,  the  question  determined  by  the  com- 
mission was,  did  the  proper  and  legal  authority  of  the  Territories  ne- 
gotiate these  purchases  with  good  &lth,  economy,  and  at  the  lowest 
practicable  rates  ?    If  the  transactions  were  found  to  hare  been  cod- 
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ducted  with  integrity,  they  were  approved  by  the  commisBion,  acting 
in  accordance  vith  its  iitstractiotie,  "  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  Territoriea,"  &c.  If  the  ratee  were  dis- 
covered to  be  ezcesaire  in  this  view  of  the  case,  they  were  reduced,  as 
stated  in  the  report,  and  the  amount  and  manner  of  reduction  clearly 
and  distinctly  indicated  in  the  vouchers. 

There  was  a  great  variation  of  prices  of  all  articles  of  supply  to  an 
army  in  the  field  in  the  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  at  each  prin- 
cipal point  of  purchase,  at  different  periods  during  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice, owing  to  the  difBcnlties  and  varying  expenee  of  interior  commu- 
nications and  to  the  distressed  condition  of  the  Territories,  sparsely 
settled,  with  few  resources,  and  whose  people  were  nearly  all  com- 
pelled to  take  the  field  in  defence  of  their  lives  and  homes  against  a 
most  formidable  combination  of  savages,  who  were  reduced  to  humil- 
iation and  peace  two  years  later,  and  then  only  by  a  large  and  well- 
appointed  regular  force. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
RUFUS  IN0ALL8, 
Captain,  Acting  Quartermaster  United  States  Array. 

Hon.  B.  J.  Atkinson, 

Third  Aadttor  Treasury  Departtaent, 

Waahinglon,  D.  C, 


Ofstcs  of  Acnsa  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

Fort  Sleaacoom,  W.  T,  August  13,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  bearing  date  June  28, 1859,  making 
certain  inquiries  about  the  Oregon  and  Washington  volunteers  during 
the  spring  of  1856. 

(Jood  American  horses  cannot  now  be  purchased  in  this  Territory  for 
less  than  from  $200  to  $300,  and  half-breeds  are  now  worth  from  |75  to 
(100  each.  Their  value  is  about  the  same  now  as  it  was  during  the 
spring  of  1866  ;  at  least  I  am  so  informed  by  the  old  settlers  of  this 
country. 

I  did  not  see  a  single  American  horse  in  possession  of  the  volun- 
teers (either  for  riding  or  transportation  purposes)  during  the  time 
referred  to  above ;  and  from  all  I  could  learn  during  my  sojourn  at 
Camp  (now  Fort)  Cascades,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  half-breeds 
and  Indian  ponies  were  used  almost  exclusively  by  them. 

I  cannot  say  in  what  proportion  these  animals  were  used  by  the 
volunteers,  but  most  of  those  whom  I  liapjiened  to  see  pass  Fort  Cas- 
cades on  their  way  to  Walla-WaUa  were  mounted  upon  half-breeds. 

With  my  regret,  sir,  that  I  can  give  yon  no  more  information  upon 
the  sobjecCmatter  embraced  in  your  letter,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  

E.  J.  HARVIE, 
Ftrat  Lieutenant  9th  Infantry,  A.  A.  Q.  M. 

BoBKRT  J.  Atkinson,  Esq., 

Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  O. 
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State  of  Okeqoh,  Ezhcutitx  Depabtbunt, 

iRiiem,  September  4,  1859. 

Sir:  YoQr  commanication  of  April  12,  1869,  toncluDX  the  Indian 
war  soconntj  of  Oregon  aad  Washington,  came  tu  my  omce  sometime 
since ;  hut  residing  some  ninety  miles  from  the  capital,  and  not  bedng 
often  called  there  at  this  Beason  of  the  year,  I  have  not  beeo  able  to 
reply  until  the  present. 

You  make  several  inquiries  in  your  oommanication  which  I  will  he 
unable  to  answer  to  your  satisiaction,  hut  I  will  reepond  in  the  bast 
manner  possible  at  this  time. 

Yon  request  that  I  will  furnish  copies  of  all  official  records  which 
will  enable  yon  to  determine  what  companies  were  called  out  or  reoog- 
nized  and  accepted  by  the  authorities  of  Oregon  during  the  late  war. 
I  have  referred  this  matter  to  the  late  adjutant  general  of  the  Terri- 
tory, who  informs  me  that  each  "  muster-roll "  furnished  to  the  oom- 
missioners  set  forth  fully  all  the  facts  which  you  seek,  and  that  the 
commission  compared  them  with  the  origiual  orders  and  verified  them 
in  every  particular  before  transmitting  them  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

The  rolls  and  papers  retained  are  duplicates  of  those  which  you 
have  in  your  office,  aa  I  understand  it. 

As  to  your  second  inquiry,  I  do  not  recollect,  in  looking  over  the 
"  rolls, ' '  of  any  officers  or  persons  in  the  civil  service  of  the  Territory 
who  were  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  the  volunteer  service,  except  in 
the  case  of  Assistant  Qnartermaster  General  John  McCrackeu,  who,  I 
believe,  was  at  that  time  holding  a  commission  as  United  States  mar- 
shal of  the  Territory.  The  civu  office  was  a  source  of  no  profit  to 
him,  as  the  salary  was  nominal,  and  the  duties  were  performed  mostly 
by  deputies,  who  received  all  he  made  by  way  of  emolument. 

As  to  your  third  point  of  inquiry,  upon  the  subject  of  prices,  I  have 
been  usable  to  obtain  for  you  a  file  of  newspapers  of  current  dates 
with  the  war. 

You  wish  to  know  whether  "prices  for  oeuh  and  scrip  rates  of  pur- 
chase did  not  differ  from  each  other  during  the  same  current  period  of 
the  war." 

There  was  in  many  instances  a  difference,  and  in  some  instances 
considerable  difference.  Such,  however,  arose  from  the  same  cause*, 
or  much  the  same  cause,  as  the  difference  in  prices  in  like  trsnsactionfl 
in  the  Indian  department  and  in  the  regular  army. 

In  common  with  the  people  of  the  other  States,  our  people  gener- 
ally make  some  difference  in  their  bosiaess  transactions  between  deal- 
ing for  cash  and  dealing  on  time.  There  is  nothing,  however,  in  this 
particular  or  any  other,  that  I  am  aware  of,  which  should  vitiate  or 
vary  the  allowance  of  the  "  commission  "  in  the  premises. 

You  wish  to  know  "what  rule  of  discount,  if  any,  at  which  the 
scrip  sold  during  the  war."  Attbeoommeucement  of  the  war  it  sold 
at  par  in  barter  trade,  as  far  as  there  were  any  transactions.  There 
was  little  or  no  speculating  in  purchasing  for  eaah  near  the  dose  of 
the  war.  Scrip  depreciate  in  the  hands  of  holders  aooordiug  to  the 
belief  or  disbeliflf  that  Gteneral  Wool  and  others  wotUd  be  able  to 
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defeat  or  delsj  tlie  payment.  The  claims  are  still  lai^ely  held  by  the 
origiDal  owners,  and  they  have  no  market  value  at  this  time ;  onr 
people  not  being  able  to  determine  whether  the  goTernment  will  erer 
pay,  therefore  there  are  no  transactions  in  scrip. 

The  country  is  aaffering  very  greatly  for  the  want  of  the  means 
which  were  inTested  in  the  war,  for  a  heavy  draft  was  made  Qpon  out 
merchants  and  sabstantial  farmers  to  aapport  the  volunteer  troops. 
Many  of  them  have  been  ruined  by  becoming  creditors  to  a  large 
amount. 

The  people  are  satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  commission  as  to 
rates  allowed,  and  think  they  ought  to  bo  paid,  because  they  are  jost. 

By  applying  to  those  whose  opportunities  for  knowing  seems  to  be 
of  the  best,  and  whose  thorough  Knowledge  of  business  transactions 
at  the  time,  I  arrive  at  the  following  conclosians  as  to  the  prices  for 
oa^  during  the  lost  quarter  of  the  year  1866  and  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  1856.     The  variation  in  prices  during  this  period  was  great. 

CeuSi  prices,  1865-66. 

Horses,  tlOO  to  1400. 

Males,  $125  to  |400. 

Oxen,  $150  to  $250. 

Hay,  from  2^  to  5  cents  per  pound. 

Oats,  from  $1  26  to  $2  per  bushel. 

Coffee,  33  cents  per  pOQud. 

Soap,  18  to  20  cents  per  pound. 

Beef,  12  cents  on  foot. 

BaooD,  26  io  30  cents  per  pound. 

Flour,  $4  to  $6  50  per  hundred. 

Potatoes,  $2  to  $3  per  bushel. 

Hagar,  14  to  23  cents  per  pound. 

Bait,  8  to  10  cents  per  pound. 

Powder,  $1  60  per  pound. 

The  above  would  probably  cover  the  rauge  of  prices  at  Eugene  City, 
a  central  position  in  the  State,  but  sonth  ot  that  point  supplies  were 
mach  higher. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WHITAKER, 

Oovemor  of  Oregon, 

Hon.  RoBEKT  J.  Atkinson, 

Third  Auditor,  Trtasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Pleasant  Hill, 
Lane  County,  Oregon,  September  27,  1859. 
Sib  :  EacIof>ed  you  will  find  a  series  of  affidavits  of  citizens  of  Lane 
county,  ID  this  State,  touching  the  Oregon  war  claims,  which  have 
lieea  printed  with  my  official  certificate  attached. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  forward  these  affidavits  to  you, 
as  I  am  conviucei  they  furnish  more  reliable  information  on  tha 

iiz^dbyGoo^le 
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subject  of  which  they  treat  than  ia  cODtained  in  mj  letter  ia  reply  to 
youra  of  the  12th  of  April  last. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serraot, 

JOHN  WHITAKEB. 
B.  J.  AiKmaON,  Esq., 

Tliird  Auditor  United  Slates  Treaeury. 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  COMMTTTEE  FOB  LANE  COUNTT. 

Statement  of  Dr.  Alexander  Benjrew. 

I  have  resided  in  Oregon  since  1852,  and  in  Lane  county  since  1854; 
keep  a  public  house ;  know  that  duriag  the  late  Indian  war  good 
American  horses,  such  aa  were  used  in  the  service,  were  worth  from 
$200  |500;  mixed  breeds,  Spanish,  and  Indian  horses  were  worth 
from  |75  to  $200  cash;  mules,  from  $160  to  $300;  work  oxen  were 
worth  from  $125  to  $200;  oats,  from  $1  to  $2  per  buBhel,  and  a  portion 
of  the  time  could  not  be  had  at  any  price  ;  horse  hire  was  worth  from 
$2  to  $5  per  day;  boarding  was  worth  $2  per  day,  and  $6  per  week; 
beef  rated  in  cash  from  ten  to  twelve  cents  per  pound  during  tbe  war; 
flour  was  worth  from  $5  to  $6  per  cwt.  cash;  laboring  men  were  hired 
at  from  |50  to  $76  per  month;  interest  on  money  was  from  25  to  30 
per  cent,  per  annum;  property  sold  here  at  the  close  of  the  war  for 
scri^  at  about  the  same  price  for  scrip  that  it  was  turned  into  tbe 
service  at.  The  war  was  just  and  unavoidable,  and  conducted  in  good 
faith,  as  I  believe,  and  without  intention  to  swindle  the  goverument. 
Had  the  people  known  that  they  would  have  waited  for  the  payment 
of  their  property  till  this  time,  and  could  now  have  their  money,  I  do 
not  think  they  would  have  furnished  it  at  the  prices  at  which  it  wu 
appraised. 

A.  BEKFREW. 

State  of  Obbook,  County  of  Lane: 

A.  Benfrew,  being  duly  sworn,  says  tbe  foregoing  stAtement,  by 
him  subscribed,  is  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information,  tad 
belief, 

Bubscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  August,  1859. 
E.  H.  PAB80NS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Statement  of  E.  W.  Bhea. 

I  have  resided  in  Lanecounty,  Oregon,  since  1862  ;  followed  black- 
smithing  and  farming  for  a  livelihood.  A  good  journeyman  blacksmith 
was  worth  six  dollars  cash  per  day;  the  price  for  shoeiug  a  horse  was  four 
dollars  cash.  Qood  wagons  rated  at  from  $200  to  $280  cash.  I  worked 
in  the  quartermaster's  department  here,  and  hold  the  scrip  allowed  me 
for  my  wages  yet.     Cash  jobs  were  turned  away  from  the  shop  in  order 
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to  do  the  TTork  for  the  service.  I  would  not  have  worked  at  the  price 
allowed  me  if  I  had  known  that  I  should  hare  had  to  wait  until  this 
time  for  ita  ptijment.  I  have  been  compelled  to  part  with  some  of  my 
scrip  at  a  reduced  price  in  order  to  get  along  with  my  husiness.  Oood 
American  horses  were  worth,  at  that  time,  from  $200  to  $400  cash  ;, 
the  mixed  breeds  of  horses,  Indian,  Spanish,  &c.,  were  worth  from 
|100  to  |200.  Oats  were  worth  $2  per  bushel ;  I  paid  that  price  in 
the  spring  of  1S66.  Oood  oxeo  were  worth,  on  an  average,  $160  per 
yoke.  Beef  sold,  during  that  time,  from  10  to  16  cents  per  pound 
cash.  Property  was  sold  at  the  close  of  the  war  at  about  the  same 
rates  it  was  turned  in  at.  This  property  was  very  much  injured  during 
the  war,  and  portions  of  it  entirely  destroyed.  Common  labor  was 
worth  $8  per  day.  Money  loaned  ^om  20  to  25  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Many  of  the  articles  that  were  turned  in  at  this  place  were  worth  an 
advance  of  at  least  50  per  cent,  above  Portland  prices,  the  freight  being 
about  30  per  cent.  ;  distance  about  125  miles. 

ELIJAH  W.  RHEA. 

State  of  Oregon,  Counly  of  Lane  : 

Elijah  W.  Khea  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  within  statement,  by 
him  Biibscrihedj  is  true,  to  the  beet  of  his  knowledge,  information,  and 
belief. 

ELIJAH  W.  RHEA. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  Aagnst,  1859. 
R.  H.  PARSONS,  Justice  of  the  Feaoe. 


Slatemtnt  of  Sigmond  Boaenblatt. 

I  have  been  in  Oregon  since  1853,  and  in  Lane  county  for  the  last 
four  years ',  am  engaged  in  the  mercantile  buHiness.  Wheat  sold  during 
tbelndian  warof  1856''56at  from  |1  to  $L  50  per  bushel  cash  ;  bacoB 
at  from  15  to  20  cents  per  pound.  Woollen  blankets,  such  as  were 
used  in  the  service,  were  worth  %1  cash.  The  officers  of  the  service 
forced  me  to  turn  into  the  service  goods  to  the  amount  of  $500,  con- 
sisting of  blankets,  coats,  shirts,  pants,  &c.  They  allowed  me,  in 
scrip,  ten  or  twelve  dollars — I  do  not  remember  which — for  blankets, 
I  saw  horses  turned  into  the  service  for  from  $150  to  $300  in  scrip 
that  were  worth  nearly  the  same  amount  in  cash.  I  have  sold  my 
scrip  ;  was  compelled  to  do  so  on  account  of  the  want  of  money.  I 
sold  it  for  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar,  sometime  after  the  war.  Allthose> 
who  turned  property  into  the  service,  under  my  observation,  if  they 
were  to  receive  in  cash  now  the  amount  at  which  their  property  wa» 
appraised  wonld  not  be  remunerated  for  it.  The  general  impression, 
was,  when  the  war  commenced,  that  it  was  just  and  necessary  ;  it  wag- 
likewise  the  general  impression  that  the  claims  for  property  turned 
into  the  service  would  be  paid  without  delay.  The  interest  at  that 
time  on  money,  and  ever  since,  has  ranged  from  25  to  30  per  cent, 
per  annum.  Heavy  staple  goods,  such  as  were  generally  furnished 
in  my  line  of  trade,  cost  nere  an  advance  of  from  25  to  100  per  cent, 
above  Portland  prices.  , 

SIGMOND  ROSENBLAT^^Ic 
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SlATB  OF  Obsoos,  Oountj/  of  Lane  : 

Bigmond  Boaenblatt,  being  duly  sworn,  asys  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ment, by  him  Babscribed,  is  tiae,  of  his  own  knowledge,  information, 
and  belief. 

Babscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  Aagust,  1859. 
H.  H.  HOW  AKD,  Gtmnty  dark. 
By  E.  F.  8KINNEE,  Deputj/. 


l^aiemetU  of  John  K,  OcUdbaugh. 

I  have  resided  in  Lane  connty,  Oregon,  since  1854,  and  am  a  cab- 
inet workman  by  tradej  rented  and  tended  the  ferry  near  Eagene  City 
dnring  the  war  ;  ferried  for  the  army  to  a  oonsiderable  extent ;  was 
allowed  for  such  services  for  crossing  man  and  horse,  60  cents  ;  team 
and  wagon,  $1  50 ;  single  animals  20  or  26  cents  each— do  not  re- 
member which.  Wages  of  common  laborers  rated  from  |2  to  $3  per 
day  ;  mechanics,  from  $3  to  $7  ;  paid  for  common  cloth  coat,  during 
that  time,  $12  ;  pants,  |8  ;  board,  from  $6  to  $10  per  week  ;  believe 
the  war  was  jast  and  unavoidable  ;  expected  to  be  paid  for  my  services 
with  bat  little  delay, 

JOHN  K.  GOLDBAUQH. 
State  of  Oebqon,  County  of  Lane: 

John  K.  G-oldban^h,beiogdQly  fworn,  says  the  foregoing  statement, 
by  him  subscribed,  is  tme,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  informatioD, 
and  belief. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  d^of  Augnat,  1869. 
H.  H.  HOWARD,  County  Clerk, 
By  E.  P.  SKINNER,  DtpiUy. 


Statement  of  E.  M.  Sriggs. 

Am  a  farmer  and  mill  owner  ;  came  to  Oregon  in  the  fall  of  1847 ; 
have  resided  in  Lane  county  ever  since;  know  that  the  ruling  cash  prices 
of  property,  &c,,  during  the  Indian  war  of  1856-'56,  in  this  coanfrf, 
were  as  follows:  good  American  horses,  from  $200  to  $400;  goodsecond- 
rate  horses,  suitable  for  service,  of  the  Indian,  Spanish,  and  mixed 
breeds,  from  $100  to  $200  ;  mules,  from  $100  to  $300  ;  oats,  from  $1 
to  $1  50  per  bushel ;  flour,  from  $3  to  $4  per  hundred  pounds.  I  fiir- 
Dished  some  supplies  ;  did  it  in  good  faith,  and  with  the  asaarance 
and  expectation  that  it  would  be  shortly  paid ;  believe  the  war  was 
inevitable,  and  necessarily  had  to  be  prosecuted  for  the  defence  of  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  citizens ;  know  that  the  usual  rate  of  interest 
on  money  at  that  time  was  from  20  to  26  per  cent,  per  annnm,  and 
that  it  has  not  since  been  less. 

E.  M.  BEiaOS. 

Bnbscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  19th  day  of  Angnst,  1669. 
B.  H.  PAB80N8, 
Jutiiee  t^the  Feaog. 
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Statement  of  J.  T.  Mvlkey. 

Came  to  Oregon  in  1862  ;  have  since  resided  in  Lane  county ;  was 
a  private  in  the  volanteer  serTice  in  the  Indian  war  of  1855-56 ;  was 
in  five  or  six  engagementB  with  the  Indians  ;  deemed  the  war  to  be 
jait  and  abeolntely  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  citizens 
and  their  property  from  destruction  by  the  Indians.  The  rulingcash 
prices  for  good  American  horses  daring  the  continnance  of  the  war  was 
from  |200  to  $300  ;  mules,  from  $160  to  |260  ;  good  Indian,  Spanish, 
and  half-breed  horses,  suitable  For  the  service,  for  from  $75  to  $150  ; 
good  wagons  worth  from  $200  to  $300  ;  common  labor  was  worth  $2 
per  day  ;  horse  hire,  from  $2  to  $2  50  per  day ;  oats  told  for  $1  to 
$1  26  per  bnshel ;  flour,  $3  60  per  hundred  pounds  ;  money  loaned 
at  20  and  25  per  cent,  per  annum.  Think  the  property  furnished  to 
carry  on  the  war  was  necessary,  and  that  it  was  done  by  the  people  in 
good  faith. 

bli 
J.  T.  X  MULKET. 

Sabecribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  19th  day  of  August,  1859. 
B.  H.  PARSONS, 
Justitx  of  the  Peace. 


StatemetU  of  S.  H.  Howard. 


I  have  been  in  Oregon  nearly  six  years,  and  have  mostly  resided  is 
Long  Tom,  in  Lane  county  ;  occnpation,  school-teacher ;  was  so  en- 
gaged when  the  war  broke  out  in  1866.  The  cash  price  of  good  Ameri- 
can horses  was  Irom  $250  to  $500.  I  am  not  positive  as  to  mules  at 
th£t  time.  The  price  of  the  second  class  of  horses  was  from  $90  to  $200. 
The  price  of  good  work  oxen  was  irom  $126  to  $176.  Oats  were 
worth  from  75  cents  to  $1  per  bnshel.  The  price  of  good  rifles  was 
from  $46  to  $100,  and  some  were  valued  higher.  QiOoA.  Colt's  revol- 
vers were  from  $36  to  |50,  for  navy  size.  Laborers  hired  at  from  $2 
to  $3  50  per  day.  I  paid  $4  per  day  for  a  riding  horse.  Honey  loaned 
at  from  2  to  3  percent,  per  month.  I  enlisted  in  Captain  L.  B.  Mon- 
Bon's  company,  (I,)  of  the  flrst  regiment ;  enlisted  in  good  faith,  and 
believed  the  service  actually  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ; 
enlisted  for  during  the  war,  or  until  discharged  ;  was  injured  in  the 
service ;  was  wounded  by  an  accidental  shot,  and  thrown  from  my 
horse,  severely  crushing  one  of  my  shoulders  at  the  same  time  ;  one 
of  my  limbs  was  necessarily  amputated  from  the  effects  of  the  shot, 
and  am  crippled  for  life.  I  have  known  several  persons  whom  neces- 
sity compelled  to  sacrifice  their  scrip  for  less  than  it  called  for.  The 
service  was  rendered  and  property  furnished  in  good  faith  of  the  ne- 
oeseity  of  the  war,  to  defend  our  lives  and  and  property,  and  not  with 
any  intention  to  defraud  or  swindle  any  person,  or  the  United  States 
government.  I  was  enrolled  for  the  northern  service  after  |th^^f]fU|^. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  11 1  ^       '- 
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for  volnnteeni  by  Major  Haller,  shortly  after  his  defeat.    These  prices 
are  what  were  carreut  where  I  was  acquainted  daring  1866. 

H.  H.  HOWAKD. 

State  ot  ORBaosr,  County  o/L<me: 

H.  H.  Howard,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  foregoing  statement,  by 
him  subscribed,  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information,  and 
belief. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20t;h  day  of  Angost,  1859. 
B.  H.  PARSONS, 

Jualice  of  the  Peace. 


Statement  of  PhUip  Midkey. 

I  hare  resided  in  Oregon  since  1853 ;  am  a  resident  of  Lane  connty, 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Good  American  horses  were  worth,  da- 
ring the  time  of  the  war,  from  $200  to  $400.  Mixed  breeds,  Spanish, 
and  Indian,  from  $100  to  $200,  cash  value  in  both  cases.  Mnlea  were 
rated  from  $400  to  $600  per  pair,  cash.  Good  work  oxen,  from  $150 
to  $200  per  yoke,  cash.  I  turned  one  good  horse  into  the  service; 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  received  him  back  at  the  close  of  the 
war  at  the  same  I  put  him  in  at.  Good  wagons  were  worth  from 
$200  to  |250.  Common  laborer's  wages,  from  $2  50  to  $3  per  day. 
Oats  worth  from  $1  to  |2  per  budhel.  Good  rifle  guns,  from  $35  to 
$55.  Colt's  revolvers,  from  $40  to  $50.  Money  loaned  from  20  to 
36  per  cent,  per.annum.  Beef  worth  $10  per  owt.  on  foot ;  retailed 
from  15  to  20  cents  per  pound.  My  son  sold  a  portion  of  his  scrip 
for  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar.  He  was  forced  to  do  so  to  obtain 
money.  Horse  hire  was  from  $2  60  to  $3  per  day.  I  turned  in  my 
property  in  good  faith,  supposing  the  contract  to  be  as  good  as  any  I 
ever  made.     The  war  was  just  and  unavoidable. 

PHILIP  MULKEY. 

State  of  Oreoon,  and  County  of  Lane  : 

Philip  Mulkey,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  within  statement  is  trne 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information,  and  belief. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  August   1859 
B.  H.  PARSONS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Statemmt  </  W.  M.  ^evata. 

I  have  resided  in  Oregon,  in  Lane  connty,  since  the  fall  of  1847,  I  am 
a  farmer.  I  know  that  during  the  Indian  war  of  1856-'66  good  American 
horses  were  worth  in  cash  from  $200  to  $300.  Cash  value  of  oats  ranged 
from  $1  to  $2  per  bushel.  Oxen,  from  $100  to  $200  per  yoke.  MuTn 
from  $154  to  $200.  I  turned  into  the  service  one  mnle  at  $175  in 
scrip.     The  same  animal  sold  in  this  place,  at  the  sale  of  pnhlic  prop- 
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erty,  for  near  five  hundred  dollars.  I  turned  into  the  service  a  good 
American  horse  at  four  hundred  dollars;  likewise  two  yoke  of  oxen 
at  (260  per  yoke,  with  yokes  and  chains.  Such  cattle  were  sold  at 
the  close  of  the  war  at  |300  in  scrip.  Labor  was  worth  from  $2  to 
||j  per  day,  cash.  Money  was  loaned  at  from  twenty  to  thirty-six 
per  cent,  per  annum.  Property  was  all  turned  in  in  good  faith,  he- 
lieving  that  the  debt  would  soon  he  paid.  The  war  originated  in  acts 
of  trespass  hy  the  savages,  aud  was  necessarily  waged  against  them 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Scrip  has  depreciated  ia  value  only 
on  account  of  its  not  having  been  paid  as  was  expected. 

WILLIAM  M.  STEVENS. 
SxAtB  OF  Obbooh,  Cotmty  of  Lane  : 

Wm.  M.  Stevens,  of  said  county,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  fore- 
going statement,  by  him  subscribed,  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowl- 
edge, informatioQ,  and  belief. 

W.  M.  STEVENS. 
Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  August,  1859. 
R.  H.  PARSONS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Statement  of  Nathan  G.  Coleman. 

I  came  to  Oregon  in  1853,  and  have  resided  in  Lane  county  ever 
since  ;  I  am  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  cash  value  of  such  Ameri- 
can horses  as  were  u^ed  in  the  service  in  the  Indian  war  of  1855-'56, 
ranged  from  $200  to  (600.  Mixed  breeds,  Indian,  and  Spanish  horses, 
such  as  were  used  in  the  service,  ranged  from  (160  to  |200.  Good 
mules  were  worth  from  (400  to  (500  |>er  pair.  Oxen  were  worth  (200 
per  yoke.  I  sold  them  for  that  in  cash.  I  put  into  the  service  two 
yoke  of  oxen,  a  wagon,  and  the  necessary  equipments  for  service,  at 
(600.  I  offered  for  the  same  property  the  same  scrip  at  the  close  of 
the  war  and  was  not  allowed  to  take  it.  I  turned  into  the  service  a 
fine  American  mare,  for  express  service.  I  offered  on  the  day  of  the 
sale  of  public  property  the  same  scrip  for  which  she  was  turned  in  at, 
and  twenty  dollars  in  cash,  but  could  not  get  her.  I  do  not  know 
what  she  sold  for.  Oats  were  worth  in  cash  from  one  and  a  quarter 
to  two  dollars  per  bushel.  I  paid  in  cash  for  labor  on  my  farm,  from 
three  to  four  dollars  per  day  at  that  time.  Scrip  has  been  sold  at 
redaced  rates,  on  account  of  the  want  of  money.  I  kept  a  public 
house  for  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  war,  who  were  jiassing  my 
house.  My  charges  in  cash  fur  keeping  travellers,  man  and  horse, 
over  night,  were  twodollars.  I  hold  all  of  my  scrip  yet.  I  have  been 
offered  seventy-five  cents  on  the  dollar,  but  will  not  sell.  If  it  is  to 
be  lost,  I  will  lose  mine.  A  good  rifle  was  worth  from  forty  to  sixty 
dollara  cash.  Colt's  navy  revolvers,  from  thirty  to  fifty  dollars.  I 
turned  id  my  property  to  the  service  in  as  good  faith  as  ever  I  con- 
tracted a  debt  in  my  life,  believing  it  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  that  I  should  soon  be  paid  fur  it.  Interest  on  money 
was  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent,  per  annum. 
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Statb  op  Orbooh,  County  of  Lane  : 

IS.  Q.  Coleman,  being  daly  sworn,  Hays  that  the  foregoing  statement, 
by  him  aabecribed,  is  trae  to  the  beat  of  his  knowledge,  information, 
and  belief, 
Subscribed  and  bwofd  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  Aagnst,  1859. 
H.  H.  HOWARD,  County  Cterk. 
By  E.  F.  SKINNEB,  />g>tKy. 


Stattment  of  Jamea  McCord. 

I  have  resided  in  Laoe  coimty,  Oregon,  since  1853.  (  have  no 
particular  occnpatioD.  I  was  in  the  service  during  the  war  with  the 
ludiaoB  in  1856-'&6.  Served  in  the  company  commanded  by  John 
Waldeo.  Common  laborers  got  at  that  time  from  two  to  three  dollars 
per  day.  Horse  hire  rated  from  one  aud  a  half  to  three  dollars  per 
day.  I  fcoew  good  American  horses  to  sell  at  that  time  as  high  as  six 
hundred  dollars  each.  Mixed  breeds,  Spanish,  and  Indian  horses 
rated  at  that  time  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
in  cash.  Good  wagons  were  worth  from  two  hundred  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  cash.  Oood  rifles  were  valued  at  from  fifty  to  eighty- 
five  dollars.  Colt's  revolvers  sold  from  thirty-five  to  forty-five  dollars. 
Such  property  as  was  turned  into  the  service  was  worth  in  Jackson 
and  other  southern  coonties  considerably  more  than  here.  I  think 
the  dlBtance  to  Jacksonville  from  this  place  is  about  two  handrcd 
miles.  Was  in  two  regular  battles  and  several  light  engagements 
during  the  service.  Served  between  four  and  five  months.  The 
aeivice  was  hard  and  irksome,  generally  in  the  mountaiua.  The  war 
was  necessary  and  unavoidable.     It  was  conducted  in  good  faith,  the 

feneral  impression  being  that  we  would  soon  be  pud  for  our  services, 
was  engaged  in  the  part  of  southern  Oregon  between  Umpqns 
Canon  ana  Bogne  river,  a  country  of  fifty  or  sixty  miles  in  width. 
The  settlements  in  this  region  were  broken  up,  their  houses  and  bams 
were  burned,  and  the  country  laid  waste.  Many  of  the  iDhabitanta 
were  killed,  many  had  left,  and  the  rest  were  forted  up. 

JAMES  E.  UcCOBD. 

State  of  OsEfloir,  County  of  Lane : 

James  H.  McCord,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  foregoing  statement, 
by  him  subscribed  to,  is  true  of  hia  knowledge,  information,  and  belief. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  August,  1859. 
H.  H.  HOWARD,  County  CUrt, 
By  B.  F.  SKI5NER,  Bgmty  Cltrk. 


i':iiativMnt  of  James  A.  Maatereon. 

Have  resided  in  Lane  county,  Oregon,  since  1851  ;  am  a  blacksmith 
by  profeasion  ;  know  that  during  the  Indian  war  of  1856  and  1866 
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the  price,  io  coeh,  for  good  American  horBes  ranged,  for  such  as  were 
tamed  into  tbe  service,  from  two  bandred  to  three  hundred  dollars. 
I  have  known  horaea  that  were  tnrned  into  the  aerrice  tor  scrip,  that 
were  worth  aa  much  in  cash  as  they  were  appraiaed  at.  Mixed  breed, 
Indian,  and  Spanigh  boraes  were  worth  in  cash  I'rom  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Qood  work  oxen,  from  my  beat  recol- 
lection, were  worth  from  one  buodred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dolIarB. 
Single  mnlea,  from  one  hundred  to  three  buudred  dollars.  I  turned 
into  the  service  one  horae,  aaddle,  and  bridle,  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  got  hitn  back  at  the 
close  of  the  war  at  the  same  price.  Tamed  in  a  good  rifie  at  fifty-five 
dollars.  Went  out  on  one  express  expedition,  for  which  I  waa  allowed, 
in  scrip,  six  dollars  per  day.  My  wages  were  at  the  same  time  in  the 
shop  four  dollars  per  day.  The  war  waa  necessary  on  our  part,  and 
was  waged  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Had  the  people  known 
that  their  claims  would  not  have  been  paid  until  this  time,  they  would 
not  have  furniehed  their  property  at  the  prices  at  which  it  was  appraised. 
J.  A.  MA8TERS0N. 

Statb  ov  Obbooit,  County  of  Lane; 

James  A.  Masterson,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  foregoing  statement 
is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information,  and  oelief'. 

J.  A.  MASTEUSON. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  before  me  this  22d  day  of  August,  1859. 
R.  H.  PARSONS, 
Justice  of  the  Peaoe. 


Statement  of  Charles  C.  Croner. 

I  have  resided  in  Oregon  since  1853,  in  Lane  county  five  years ; 
batcher  by  occupation;  was  not  butchering  during  the  war,  bat  knew 
Mr,  Skinner  to  sell  beef  into  the  service  for  12J  cents  per  pound. 
Qood  American  horses  were  worth  from  $200  to  $300  during  the  war, 
cash;  moles,  from  |176  to  $200;  work  oxen,  from  |125  to  $150  per 
yoke.  I  turned  into  the  service  a  pair  of  extra  horses,  with  halters, 
for  $690.  I  knew  of  horses  being  sold  for  $250  cash,  about  the  aame 
quality.  Such  horses  were  sold  at  the  cloae  of  the  war  for  scrip  in 
some  cases  as  high  as  $535.  I  knew  of  one  horse  that  sold  at  that 
price  that  hod  been  put  in  at  $300.  I  think  that  property  generally 
sold  for  as  much  aa  it  was  put  in  at,  taking  into  account  the  wear  of 
the  service.  Everything  pertaining  to  the  service,  ao  for  as  I  know, 
waa  conducted  in  good  faitn.  Mechanics'  labor  waa  worth  from  $3  50 
to  $6  per  day ;  boraes  hired  from  $2  50  to  $3  per  day ;  money  loaned 
at  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  per  annum.  I  turned  into  the  service  from 
foor  to  Btx  hundred  bushels  of  oats,  at  from  $1  75  to  $2  per  bnahel  in 
scrip.  I  sold  a  portion  of  my  scrip  and  lost  property  by  doing  bo. 
The  war  waa  just  and  anavoidable. 

0.  0.  CBONBB.   , 
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State  of  Ommon,  Lane  County: 

0.  C.  Croaer,  of  eaid  county,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  foregoiog 
statement,  by  bitu  subscribed,  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  iiitbr- 
mation,  and  belief. 


EuOENB  CiTT,  AuguBt  22,  1859. 


R.  H.  PARSONS, 
Jtuivx  of  the  Peace. 


Statement  ofjamea  W.  Huff. 


I  have  been  in  Oregon  since  1852  ;  have  resided  in  this  county  five 
years ;  have  followed  several  occupatioos ;  was  cterk  during  the  war 
for  Joseph  Peal  in  this  place.  Good  American  horses  were  worth 
during  the  war  from  $200  to  |250  cash;  good  mules  at  same  rat£s; 
work  oxen,  from  |150  to  $200  per  yoke;  good  wagons,  from  |20Dto 
$225.  I  put  into  the  service  several  hundred  bushels  of  oats  at  |1  75 
per  bushel ;  ould  have  sold  them  for  $2  cash  soon  after.  Labor  «u 
worth  from  $50  to  $75  per  month;  horse  hire,  from  $2  50  to$iperdsj; 
money  loaned  at  25  per  cent.  I  believe  the  war  was  just  and  unavoid- 
able. 

JAMES  W.  HUFF. 

Statb  of  Obegos,  Lane  County: 

James  W.  Huff,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  foregoing  statement,  hj 
bim  subscribed,  is  true  to  the  beet  of  his  knowledge,  information,  aoil 
belief. 

R.  H    PARSONS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
EUGBNB  CiTT,  August  22,  1859. 


Statement  of  John  W.  Oavenery, 

I  bare  resided  iu  Oregon  four  years.  I  resided  in  Jackson  connty 
during  the  war;  now  a  resident  of  this  county;  occupation,  clerk.  I 
was  in  the  service  from  October,  1856,  to  June,  1856.  Oiiod  hortes 
were  worth  in  Jackson  county  from  $200  to  $300  cash;  good  mnltt, 
rem  $100  to  $300;  good  work  oxen,  ftom  $80  to  $190  per  pair;  good 
wagons,  from  $250  to  $300 ;  oats  ranged  from  $1  25  to  $2  ;  common 
labor,  from  $4  to  $5  per  day;  potatoes,  from  $2  50  to  $3  per  bushel; 
beef  sold  on  foot  trom  $12  60  to  $15  per  hundred ;  retailed  20  to  25 
cents  per  pound;  flour  sold  from  10  to  12  centd  per  pound;  riBeseold 
from  ^60  to  $100  ;  Colt's  revolvers,  from  $35  to  $50;  horse  hire  per  day, 
$5  ;  money  loaned  from  20  to  26  per  cent. ;  board  worth  from  $9  to  $13 
per  week;  common  cloth  pants  sold  at  $10  per  pair  ;  coats,  $26 ;  boots, 
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|8  to  $10  per  pair  ;  blankets,  from  |T  to  $10  each.  Knows  the  war 
where  I  Berved  to  have  been  just  aud  oeceesary  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

JOHN  W.  GAVENEBY. 


State  op  Obkoon,  OourUy  of  Loim: 

J.  W.  Gavenery,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  above  statement  is  tm 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  iofonnation,  and  belief. 

R.  fl.  PARSONS, 
Jiwttce  of  thx  Peace. 


SlcUementofG.  H,  Armilage, 

I  have  resided  in  Oregon  since  1849  ;  in  Lane  oounty  sinoe  1853  ; 
am  farmer  by  occupation.  Good  American  horses,  such  aa  were  turned 
into  the  service,  were  worth,  during  the  war,  $200  to  300  cash  ;  mixed 
breeds,  Spanish,  and  Indian,  from  $100  to  $125  each ;  mules,  from 
$200  to  $250;  work  oxen,  from  $125  to  $160  per  pair.  Labor  was 
worth  from  $2  to  $3  50  per  day ;  I  paid  that  on  my  farm.  Mone}  loaned 
at  25  per  cent.  I  had  one  thousand  dollars  loaned  at  that  rate ;  [ 
have  since  taken  scrip  on  it  at  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar,  on  account  of 
the  persons  Bot  being  able  to  raise  the  money.  I  turned  in  a  wagon^ 
two  yoke  of  cattle,  yokes  and  chains ;  was  allowed  $750  ;  the  wagon 
I  had  been  offered  $200  for  in  cash  a  week  before  by  Elias  Briggs. 
Johu'McKutt  paid  for  the  same  wagon,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  $260 
in  scrip.  The  poorest  yoke  of  the  cattle  were  sold  at  the  public  sale 
at  the  close  of  the  war  for  $251.  Did  not  see  the  others  sold.  I 
turned  my  property  in  in  good  faith,  expecting  to  receive  my  pay. 
GEO.  H.  ABMITAQE. 


State  or  OBsaos,  Coanty  of  Lane: 

Q.  H.  Armitage,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  foregoing  statement,  by 
bim  sabacribed,  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information,  and 
belief. 

GEO.  H.  ARMITAGE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  August,  1859. 
H.  H.  HOWARD,  County  Oleri, 


By  E.  F.  SKINNER,  D<^y  Clerk. 
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Statmeat  of  W.  N.  Luckey. 

I  bare  resided  in  OregoD  nine  years  ;  in  Lane  connty  since  1852  ; 
occapstion,  farmer  aod  blacksmith.  Good  American  horses  were  wortb, 
during  tbe  war,  from  |200  to  $500  eacb ;  mixed  breeds,  Spanish,  and 
Indian,  from  $100  to  $200  ;  good  work  oxen,  from  $150  to  $200  per 
pair ;  single  mules,  from  $150  to  $300  ;  flour  worth  $6  60  per  hun- 
dred ;  common  laborer's  wages,  from  $2  to  $3  per  day  ;  shoeing  horses, 
$4  50  each  ;  money  loaned  at  $20  to  $2-i  per  cent,  per  annnm  ;  good 
rifle-guns  worth  $60. 

W.  N.  LUCKEY. 


Btatb  of  Orkgon,  Coufiy  of  Lane: 

W.  N.  Luckey,  being  dnly  sworn,  says  that  the  foregoing  statement 
18  tme  of  his  own  koowledee,  information,  and  belief 

W.  N.  LUCKEY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  Angnst,  1869. 
H.  H.  HOWARD,  CoBirij/Oter*, 
By  E.  F.  SKINNER,  Di^y. 


Statement  ofBicKard  Bush. 

I  hare  been  in  Oregon  since  1852  ;  I  reside  in  Lane  county ;  fiurmer 
by  iiccnpation.  Good  American  horses  were  worth,  during  the  war, 
from  $200  to  $500  cash  ;  mixed  breeds,  Indian,  and  Spanish,  $100  to 
$176  ;  mules,  from  $200  to  $300  ;  work  oxen,  from  $120  to  $160  per 
pair.  I  served  in  the  war  one  hundred  and  six  days,  expecting  to  be 
paid  soon  for  my  services.  I  have  all  my  service  scrip  yet,  and  wonid 
not  sell  it  at  a  depreciated  valne.  Public  property  was  sold  at  the 
close  of  the  war  for  scrip  at  about  the  same  price  it  was  put  in  at.  I 
saw  wagons  sold  for  cash  for  more  than  they  were  turned  in  at.  In 
sonthern  Oregon,  where  I  served,  the  people  were  driven  from  their 
homes,  and  many  of  them  had  been  killed.  A  portion  of  them  had 
left  the  country;  the  balance  were  forted  up.  I  saw  their  honses  bom- 
ing  from  fires  set  by  the  Indians.  The  country  was  laid  waste.  I 
was  in  one  general  engagement  and  several  skirmishes.  I  served  in 
company  A,  Captain  Bailey.  All  believed  the  war  to  be  jnst  and  nn- 
avoidable. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
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State  ot  Orbgoh,  Lane  County  : 

Bicbard  Rush,  being  duly  sworn,  saya  the  foregoing  statement  is 
trae  to  the  best  of  hia  knowledge,  ioformatioD,  and  belief. 

BICHAiiD  RUSH. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  August,  1859. 
B.  H.  PARSONS, 
Jvatice  of  the  Peace. 


Statement  <^  Jacob  O.  Spores. 

I  have  resided  in  Lane  county,  Oregon,  since  1847  ;  am  a  farmer. 
Daring  the  Indian  war  of  1855-'56  the  prices  (cash)  of  American 
borees  were  from  |150  to  |500,  according  to  quality  ;  half  breeds, 
from  $100  to  $200 ;  mules,  from  i200  to  |300  ;  oxen,  ftom  $125  to 
$176  ;  wagons,  $200  ;  oats,  |1  to  |1  50.  I  furnished  to  the  friendly 
Indians  placed  under  my  care  in  time  of  the  war  by  the  snperinten- 
dent,  at  my  place,  flour  at  $8  per  cwt.,  and  beef  at  ten  centa  per 
pound,  and  received  from  him  the  cash  at  those  rates.  Potatoes  were 
worth  $2  per  bushel ;  common  labor,  $3  per  day ;  good  rifles  were 
worth  irom  $36  to  $60  ;  horse  hire,  from  $2  to  |3  per  day  ;  supplies, 
so  far  as  I  know,  were  furnished  in  good  faith,  and  generally  near 
the  cash  rates  of  the  country.  Uoney  loaned  at  from  two  to  four  per 
cent,  per  month.  Many  persons  who  furnished  supplies  were  neces- 
sarily compelled  to  sell  their  scrip  at  reduced  prices,  being  in  need  of 
means.  The  distance  from  Sugene  City  to  Portland  is  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  \  freight  on  heavy  articles,  such  as  gro- 
ceries, &c.,  from  forty  to  sixty  per  cent,  on  the  Portland  prices.  I 
deem  the  war  to  have  been  necessary,  and  the  supplies  furnished 
absolutely  necessary,  I  bad  a  son  killed  by  the  Indians  in  an  engage- 
ment in  said  war.  Am  sixty-four  years  old,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812, 

J.  0.  SPORES. 

State  of  O&eqon,  County  of  Lane : 

Jacob  G.  Spores,  being  first  duly  sworn,  says  the  foregoing  state- 
ment is  true  of  bis  own  knowledge. 

J.  C.  SPORES, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  August,  1869. 
H.  H.  HOWABD,  County  Clerk, 
By  E.  F.  SKINMEB,  I>eputy. 


Statemeni  of  M.  H.  Sartow. 

I  have  been  in  Oregon  since  1861.    I  reside  in  Lane  county; 
farmer  by  occupation.     Work  oxen  during  the  war  were  worth  from 
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$125  to  $175  per  pair.  I  turned  in  two  yoke  of  oxeo,  with  yokes, 
chaias,  &o.,  a  |484.  I  know  of  property  having  been  sold  «t  tbe 
goverDment  sale  at  about  the  same  rate  at  whicb  it  was  pnt  io — some 
higher,  some  lower.  Property  had  been  very  much  damaged  and 
injured  during  the  war,  and  was  not  in  as  good  cooditioD  when  sold 
as  when  put  in.  One  of  my  neighbors,  Mr.  A.  McAlexander,  turned 
into  the  service  a  pair  of  horses,  with  the  harness,  for  $625,  One  of 
the  same  horses  was  sold  for  $300,  and  I  have  seen  the  same  offered 
in  cash  for  the  other  without  the  harness.  I  sold  my  scrip  fitr  Hfty 
cents  on  the  dollar  to  meet  my  liabilities.  I  have  bought  $250  of 
scrip  since,  at  the  same  rate,  from  a  person  compelled  to  sell  under 
like  circumstances.  The  war  was  believed  to  be  just  and  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  settlements.  Tbe  debts  were  contracted  in 
good  faith  so  far  as  I  know,  and  all  expected  them  soon  to  he  paid. 

M.  H.  HARLOW. 

State  op  O&eqok,  Lane  County  : 

M.  H.  Harlow,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  above   statement  is  true 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information  and  belief. 

M.  H.  HARLOW. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  September,  1859. 
R.  H.  PARSONS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Statement  of  Jamea  Seatherly. 

I  have  resided  in  Lane  county,  Oregon,  since  1850  ;  am  a  farmer 
and  stock  dealer  ;  during  the  Indian  war  of  1855-'56  the  ruliiig  cash 
pric^  of  stock,  &c.,  in  this  section,  were  as  follows  :  good  American 
horses  ranged  from  $200  to  $400,  according  to  quality.  Spanish, 
Indian,  and  mixed  breeds  ranged  from  $100  to  $150  ;  good  mules,  from 
$160  to  $250  ;  good  oxen,  from  $150  to  $200  per  yoke ;  good  wagons, 
from  $150  to  $200  ;  oats,  from  $1  to  $2  per  bushel ;  good  harness, 
from  $55  to  $76  tbe  set ;  saddles,  from  $25  to  $40  ;  common  labor, 
from  $2  to  $3  per  day  ;  American  blankets,  $7  50  ;  boots,  from  $5  to 
$7  per  pair;  pantaloons,  from  $4  to  $8.  The  usual  rate  of  interest 
on  money  was  20  to  25  per  cent,  per  annum.  I  put  in  some  property  ; 
did  it  in  good  faith,  believing  that  the  government  would  pay  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  war  without  unnecessary  delay.  Some  of 
the  supplies  that  I  furnished  were  at  the  actual  price  in  cash  which 
they  cost  me.  I  am  confident  that  the  people  wonld  not  have  been 
willing  to  have  furnished  supplies  at  the  rates  they  did  if  they  had 
suspected  the  delay  that  has  been  in  their  payment.  I  furnished 
Quartermaster  Eary,  of  the  United  States  army,  for  the  use  of  the 
same,  (Lieutenant  Buchanan's  command,)  with  beef  at  15  cents  per 
pound,  cash,  while  my  partner,  Joseph  Bailey,  a  captain  is  the  vol- 
unteer service,  furnished  the  volunteers  at  the  same  time  with  beef  at 
the  same  price  in  scrip.  I  have  bought  considerable  scrip,  some  of 
which  I  paid  76  cents  on  the  dollar  for,  and  some  at  50  cents.  Istill 
hold  it  all.     Many  persons   have  disposed  of  their  hctid  at  reduced 
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prices,  being  poor  and  not  able  to  do  without  tbeir  meAoa.  I  believe 
tbat  the  property  was  furaished  by  the  people  ia  good  faith,  under  a 
conviction  of  duty,  to  Bustain  a  force  in  the  field  aaflicieut  to  restrain 
the  merciless  and  murderous  progress  of  our  savage  foes,  and  not 
with  intent  to  defraud  the  government.  I  am  52  years  old,  and  was 
in  the  war  with  the  Rogue  River  Indians  in  1853.  I  believe  the  war 
was  jast  and  necessary  tor  the  proteotion  of  the  country. 

JAMES  HEATHEBLY. 

Stats  of  Okbooh,  CouiUy  of  Lane : 

James  Heatherly,  being  duly  sworn,  says  tbat  the  above  statement 
is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information,  and  belief. 

JAMES  HEATHERLY. 

Subscribtid  and  sworn  to  before  me  the  3d  day  of  September,  1859. 
B.  H.  PABSONS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Certificale  of  Governor  John  Whiteaker. 

Salkm,  Oregon,  September  5,  1859. 

I,  John  Whiteater,  governor  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  do  hereby 
certify  that  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the 
perrons  whose  names  are  signed  to  the  annexed  twenty-one  affidavits, 
taken  before  E.  F.  Skinner,  deputy  clerk,  and  B.  H.  Parsons,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  touching  property  put  into  the  volunteer  service  in 
the  Indian  war  of  1856-'56,  and  believe  their  signatures  to  be  genu- 
ine, and  that  they  are  all  men  of  character  and  integrity,  and  that 
they  are  men  of  substance,  whose  business  transactions  at  the  'time 
well  qualified  them  to  know  the  value  of  property, 

I  further  certify  that  E.  F.  Skinner  and  B.  H.  Parsons  were  offi- 
cers, as  appears  by  their  signatures. 

Is  testimony  whereof,  I  have  signed  my  name  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  State  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  date  above  written, 

JOHN  WHITEAKEB,     [l.  8.] 

LuasK  Heath,  Secretary  of  State 


EueEHB  Citt,  Laitb  Gountt,  Oreqon, 

August  18,  1859. 
HoNOBED  Sir:  The  accompanying  statement  and  evidence,  collected 
by  the  committee  appointed  and  commissioned  for  that  purpose  by  the 
convention  held  at  Eugene  City  on  the  8th  and  9th  instants  are 
hereby  respectfully  reported  and  committed  to  your  charge,  agreeably 
to  the  direction  of  said  convention.    In  submitting  the  testipony  taken 
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at  thia  place,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  evidence  BDb- 
mitted  is  correct,  or  as  near  as  ma;  be.  The  general  range  of  the  prices 
current  given  in  the  statements  agree  vith  oar  observations  and  recol- 
lections of  those  matters,  dnriug  the  war.  Some  discrepancies  appear 
in  the  evidence  taken  in  regard  to  the  general  range  of  the  prices 
current  or  cash  value  of  articles  turned  into  the  service  during  that 
time.  This  may  be  easily  accounted  for  in  a  location  like  ours.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  our  country  is  a  large  one,  and  the  persons 
called  to  give  evidence  reside  in  different  localities,  considerably  apart 
from  each  other.  There  is  no  regular  market  or  place  of  busiaesa 
situated  in  our  midst  or  near  us  for  such  property  as  was  sold  into  the 
service,  consequently  no  regular  price.  Along  the  main  thoroughfare, 
extending  north  and  south,  along  which  the  main  travel  goes,  drovers 
and  traders  have  heretofore  gathered  supplies  for  the  California  market, 
and  all  such  supplies  as  are  enumerated  in  these  statements  bear  a 
better  price  and  find  more  ready  sale  than  further  bock,  in  less  fre- 
quented places ;  consequently  it  is  to  be  expected,  and  could  not  other- 
wise be,  than  that  men  should  have  different  views  in  regard  to  the 
value  of  property,  or  that  there  should  appear  in  some  of  the  evidence 
given  quite  a  discrepancy  in  the  price  of  articles  of  the  same  kind. 
The  same  differences  appear  in  regard  to  the  articles  turned  into  the 
service  at  this  point.  At  such  times  as  the  service  demanded  imme- 
diate supplies,  and  especially  such  kinds  as  were  scarce  and  difficult 
to  be  obtained  on  account  of  the  demand  created  by  the  war,  the  quarter- 
master's department  was  obliged  to  allow  such  prices  as  they  could 
be  obtained  for,  or  pressed  property  into  the  service,  as  was  the  case  in 
one  instance,  given  iu  the  statement  of  Sigmond  Rosenblatt,  a  resident 
merchant  of  this  place.  A  comparison  of  the  evidence  taken  hire  of 
the  prices  of  the  property  turned  into  the  service  will  show  that  but 
very  little  property  was  purchased  at  what  would  appear  to  be  an  ex* 
orbitaut  price.  There  is  none  in  this  vicinity  so  far  as  onr  knowledge 
extends,  who,  if  they  were  to  receive  at  this  time  the  full  amount  for 
which  their  property  was  appraised,  would  be  more  than  remunerated 
for  the  losses  sustained.  The  committee  would  further  state  that  the 
prices  testified  to  are  not  only  correct  so  far  as  pertains  to  the  time  of 
the  war,  but  have  been  the  ruling  price  of  the  country  most  of  the 
time  since.  In  regard  to  the  justness  of  the  war  testified  to  in  the 
accompanying  affidavits,  the  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  called 
upon  to  make  any  explanatory  statements.  Every  intelligent  citizen 
ot  Oregon  knows  the  fact  that  when  commenced,  the  war  was  unavoid- 
able on  our  part.  Any  charge  of  getting  up  the  war  with  a  design 
of  robbing  the  treasury  of  the  nation  is  a  direct  insult  af^ainst  the 
honesty  and  integrity  of  our  people.  Such  a  charge  is  unjust,  falsa 
in  every  particular,  and  inconsistent  in  itself.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  war  extended  from  the  northern  to  the  sonthern  boundariea  of 
Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  over  a  country  several  hnndrel 
miles  in  extent;  it  was  carried  on  in  those  sections  most  thinly  popu- 
lated, as  is  the  case  of  all  wars  of  its  character.  A  vast  amount  of 
property  was  destroyed,  a  great  number  of  families  left  homeless,  alarg« 
number  of  our  valuable  citizens  barbarously  murdered.  To  acdwe 
our  people  or  any  part  of  them  of  being  the  instigaton  of  the  war  ia 
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to  implicate  them  is  crime  against  their  owd  brothers  aod  frieDcts.  It 
ia  the  belief  of  the  committee  that  if  the  origin  of  the  war  is  directly 
chargeable  to  aoy  source  save  that  of  the  iotent  of  the  savages  it  may 
be  traced  to  the  inefficieDcy  of  the  general  gorernmennt  ia  not  making 
earlier  settlements  with  the  Indiaas  for  their  claim  on  the  public 
domain,  and  faithfully  carrying  them  oat. 
All  of  which  is  very  respectfally  aabmitted. 

PAUL  BRATTAIN, 
B.  J.  PENGRA, 

Committee. 
Mr.  W.  S.  Ladd. 
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OLAIHS — OBEQOH   AND   WASHIHGTOlf. 


Staiement  ahowing  the  rates  paid  by  o^eert  of  tJie  UuUed  StaUa  army 
for  the  hire  o/peraona  and  things  m  Washington  and  Oregon  Territo- 
ries in  the  years  1855  and  1856. 

rOKT  TABCOUTEB,  W.  I, 

Lieatenant  John  Withers,  in  foarth  qnarter  1865  and  first  qoarter 
1866,  pays  for— 

Clerks,  |125  to  $150  per  month;  blacksmiths,  $90;  assistaot  ditto, 
$60  to  |76  per  monrh  ;  carpenters,  |4  per  day;  master  ditto,  $4  60  to 
15  60  per  aaj;  masons,  $6  per  day;  painters  $3  60  to  )4  50  per  day; 
saddlers,  |2  to  $4  per  day;  wheelwrights,  |4  per  day;  laborers, 
teamsteis  and  herders,  $60  per  month ;  chief  herders,  $76  per  mooth ; 
lightermen  and  packers,  $2  to  $3  per  day ;  chief  packers,  |3  to  $4  pet 
day. 

Kent  of  buildings — for  hospital,  $40  ;  for  qnartermaster  and  com- 
missary storehouse,  $76  to  $85  per  month. 

Forasing  animals,  30  cents  each  per  day ;  feeding  horses,  (at 
Salem,  U.  T.,)  $L  each  per  day. 

Transportation  as  follows : 

Across  Columbia  river  to  Fort  VaDcouver — animals,  $2  each  ;  men, 
$1  each. 

From  Fort  TancouTer  to  Fort  Dalles — animals  and  men,  $9  to  $10 
each  ;  stores,  $30  to  $40  per  ton. 

From  Cascades  to  Fort  Tancourer — animals  and  men,  $6  each; 
stores,  $16  per  ton. 

From  Cascades  to  Fort  Dalles — animals  and  men,  $4  to  $5  eac^ ; 
stores,  $14  per  ton. 

From  Portland  to  Fort  Yancouver — stores,  $6  per  ton. 

Captun  R.  Ingalls,  in  second  quarter  1856,  pays  for — 
Clerks,  $140  to  $160  per  month  ;  carpenters  and  painters,  $4  per 
day;  assistant  blacksmiths,  laborers,  lightermen,  teamsters  and  herd- 
erds,  $2  per  day;  saddlers,  $3  per  day;  assistant  ditto,  $2  to  $2  50  per 
day;  expressmen,  $5  per  day;  hire  of  oxen,  $2  per  day  per  yoke; 
pasturing  animals,  SO  cents  per  night  and  $1  per  month  each. 

PORT  SIEILAOOOlf,  V.  T. 

Lieutenant  John  2fagen,  in  fourth  quarter  1856  and  first  quarter 
1856,  pays  for— 

Carpenters  and  packers,  $3  per  day;  head  packers,  $4  to  $6  per  day; 
laborers,  $1  to  $2  per  day,  (majority  at  $1 ;)  teamsters,  $1  per  day; 
ditto,  with  teams,  $5  to  $8  per  day  ;  herdsmen,  $1  60  per  day  ;  ex- 
pressmen, $5  per  day  ;  spies  and  guides,  $3  to  $6  per  day ;  hire  of 
horse,  $1  pet  day ;  hire  of  canoe,  $4  per  day.       _  i  AjnOO^^Ic 
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LieateoaDt  0.  MoKeever,  in  foarth  quarter  18SS  and  first  aad 
second  quartere  1866,  pays  for — 

Carpenters,  |3  per  day  ;  head  ditto.  $4  per  day ;  packere,  |2  to  i3 
per  day;  head  ditto,  $4  to  |5  per  day;  teamsters,  (with  oxen,)  $3  to  fS 
per  day;  express  riders,  (6  to  $8  per  day;  gnides  and  spies,  $1  to  tS 
per  day,  (majority  at$I  ;)  toterpreter,  $100  per  month;  laborers,  fl 
to  $1  40  per  day ;  agent  for  pnrchaetng  animals,  $9  per  day ;  hire  of 
express  horse,  |3  per  day  ;  foraging  aad  keeping  pablic  animals, 
$1  GO  per  night ;  stabling  and  pasturage  of  horses,  $1  per  day, 

Lieutenant  A.  T.  Kaalz,  in  first  and  second  quarters  1856,  pays 
for — 

Carpenters,  packers,  and  teamsters,  |3  per  day  ;  teamsters,  (with 
oxen,}  17  to  $10  per  day;  laborers,  (1  per  day;  herdsmen,  $2  per  day; 
guides  and  spies,  $2  to  $3  per  day  ;  express  riders,  |4  to  $5  per  day ; 
agent  for  purchasing  animals,  |9  per  day  ;  hire  of  oxen,  $2  to  $3  per 
day  per  yoke ;  foraginj;  and  stabling  horses,  |1  2S  to  (2  50  per  day  ; 
lodging  men,  $1  per  night ;  transportatioa  from  Camp  John  Thomas, 
"W.  T.,  to  Fort  tSteilacoom,  W.  T.,  $25  per  ton;  ditto,  from  Fort 
Steilactwm  to  Camp  Dent,  on  White  river,  $30  per  ton. 

OAHP  CASCADES,  W.  T. 

Lieutenant  E.  J.  Harrie,  in  first  and  second  quarters  1856,  pays 
for — 

Blacksmiths,  $100  per  month;  carpenters,  $4  per  day;  teamsters 
and  packers,  $60  per  month  ;  chief  packers,  $90  per  month. 

lOEI  8IH00B,  v.  T. 

Lieutenant  H.  Douglass,  in  second  quarter  1856,  pays  for — 
Packers,  $60  per  month. 

70BI  DALLES,  0.  I. 

Lieutenant  B.  D.  Forsythe,  in  foarth  quarter  1855  and  first  quarter 
1856,  pays  for— 

Clerk  and  qnartermaster's  agent,  $125  per  month;  blacksmiths, 
$100  to  $125  per  month  ;  do.  shoeing  horses  and  mules,  $4  per  day ; 
assistant  in  blacksmith  shop,  $75  per  month  ;  carpenters,  $4  to  $5  per 
day,  (mostly  $4  GO  ;)  packers,  $2  to  $4  per  day  ;  chief  do.,  $4  to  $6 
per  d^  ;  saddlers,  $4  50  per  day;  millwrights,  $5  per  day;  masons, 
$5  to  $6  per  day  ;  laborers,  herders,  and  teamsters,  $75  per  month ; 
Indian  scoots  and  herders,  with  horses,  $18  GO  per  month  ;  ranching 
and  herding  animals,  75  cents  per  head  per  month;  hire  of  house 
with  Dine  rooms  for  quartermaster's  storehouse,  $100  per  month. 

Lieutenant  B.  Macfeely,  in  fourth  quarter  1856,  pays  for — 

Clerk.  $150  per  month ;  guide  and  interpreter,  $3  per  day ;  pack- 
mastet  and  chief  packer,  $5  per  day ;  assistant  packmaster,  $3  per 
day;  packers,  $2  per  day;  herders,  $1  per  day;  ferriage  across 
Columbia  riyer  to  Fort  Dalles,  horses  and  males,  GO  cents  each  ;  men, 
20  cents  each.  i    t^it^X^i^lC 
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Lieutenant  J.  Van  Yoast,  in  first  and  second  qnarten  1856,  pays 
for— 

Wagonmaster  and  asristant  paclcmaster,  $4  per  day ;  gnide  and 
interpreter,  and  carpenters,  |100  per  montli ;  blacksmiths,  |3  per 
day;  teamsters  and  packers,  |60  per  month  ;  herders,  |40  per  month; 
Indian  do.,  60  cents  to  |1  per  day. 

Capt.  ThoB.  Jordan,  in  first  and  second  qaarters  1856,  pays  for— 
Clerk,  |160  per  month  ;  carpenters,  $4  to  (6  per  day  ;  teamsten, 
(75  per  month  ;  packers  and  nerders,  $60  per  month  ;  packmaater, 
wagonmaster,  and  blacksmith,  (100  per  month  ;  assistant  blsd- 
tmith,  (75  per  month ;  setting  horse  shoes,  60  cents  each ;  fitting  do., 
26  cents  each. 

FOBT  LAITB,  0.  T. 

Lieatenant  17.  B.  Sweitzer,  in  fonrth  quarter  1856  and  first  qnsrter 
1866,  pays  for— 

Herders,  $60  per  month  ;  packers,  $3  to  $5  per  day,  (mostly  $3;) 
teamsters,  $3  50  per  day  ;  hire  ot  teams,  $8  to  $9  per  day ;  do.  of 
mules,  $3  per  day ;  setting  shoes,  $1  50  each, 

70BT  OBFOED,  0.  I. 

Lieutenant  J.  Q.  Chandler,  in  fonrth  quarter  1856,  pays  for— 
Carpenters,  $6  per  day. 

Lienteoant  B.  Maofeely,  in  second  quarter  1856,  pays  for — 
Carpenters,  $5  per  day ;  laborers,  $2  50  to  $3  per  day ;  setting 
shoes,  $1  to  $1  26  each. 

nMPQUA  CITT,  0.  T. 

Lieatenant  John  Dysdale,  in  third  quarter  1856,  pays  for — 
Packers,  $3  per  day. 

FOBT  TAHHILL,  0.  T. 

Captain  0.  E.  P.  Taytor,  in  third  quarter  1866,  pays  for — 
Herders,  $60  per  month. 

FOBT  OBFOBD,  O.  T. 

Lieutenant  G-.  P.  Ihrie,  first  and  second  quarters  1866,  hires  a  con- 
siderable number  of  mules  for  short  periods,  at  $3  per  day  ;  also,  two 
hu''eeB  hired  for  "  express  duty,"  forty-sii  days,  at  $1  per  day  each. 
The  mules  were  for  "packing,"  and  were  completely  equipped  with 
aropiij'm  and  all  other  appliances,  and  to  every  six  or  eight  mules  t 
packer  was  turnished  by  tne  contractors  without  charge.  No  public 
forage  was  issued  to  the  animals.  Expressmen  were  paid  $6  per  day; 
int-rriirelfr,  $3  to  $5  per  day;  guide  and  messenger,  $2  per  day; 
pHckfT,  $3  per  day  ;  small  purchases  of  barley  at  6  and  7  cents  per 
pound,  and  of  hay  at  3  cents  per  pound. 


36Ta  CosoBM,  )  BOUSE  OF  BEFBESENTATITXB.  (  Ei.  Doo. 
lal  Bation.     i  j     No.  12. 


COSmUGENT  EXPENSES  OP  THE  DEPABTMENT  OP  THE 
INTEBIOB. 


LETTER 

THE  SECBETARY  OF  THE  IHTEKIOB, 


The  artnual  staiement  of  the  contingent  easpmaea  qf  the  Department  if  the 
Interior. 


VmnviWT  to,  ISflO.-^Idld  upon  the  teble,  and  oidend  to  be  printed. 


Dbpabtmbnt  of  the  Intebiob, 

Fdfruary  2,  1860. 
8iB :  I  have  tbe  hoDor  to  transmit  herewith  the  annoal  statemente 
of  expeoditare  of  this  department  under  the  varioas  appropriatioLB 
for  oontiogent  expenses,  required  by  the  act  of  August  26,  I8i2,  to 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  eadiog  June  30,  1859. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

J.  THOMPSON,  Seoretary. 

Hon.  WlC.  PENHllTOTON, 

Speaka-  <f  tie  Bovse  <f  Bepreseniaiivea. 
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CLEEKS  AND  OTHEB  EMPLOYES  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT 
OP  THE  INTEBIOB. 


L  E  T  T  E  R| 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

TBABUilTTIia 

Liat  </  derkg  tmd  othera  tmploytd  in  the  D^artment  of  fAe  JKfertor. 


Fkbbdakt  10,  18SD. — laid  npon  tho  table  uul  oidered  to  be  priotad. 


DKPABTHxrrr  or  the  Intekiob, 

FAraary  2,  1860. 
Sib  :  In  compliance  with  tbe  proTisions  contained  in  the  11th  see- 
tion  of  the  act  of  Angaat  26,  1842,  I  have  the  honor  to  sahmit  the 
accompanying  statement,  showing  the  names  of  the  clerks  and  other 
persons  employed  in  this  department  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1859,  the  time  each  was  employed,  and  the  amonnts 
paid  them  respectively. 

As  a  general  rnle,  the  persons  employed  have  rendered  good  ser- 
vice ;  and,  in  viev  of  the  great  increase  of  the  business  of  the  depart- 
ment, I  could  not  at  present  advise  a  redaction  in  its  clerical  force. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON,  Secretary. 
Hon.  WnuAU  Pensihoton, 

Speller  o/  the  Souse  of  BepreaoittUivea. 
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4  CLEBKS,   ETC.,   Eim.OTED  IN  THE 

DflPASTUBKT  07  THS    IkTBRIOE, 

O^ce  (/  Indian  4fatr8,  Febrmry  3,  1860. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  etatemeDt  of  the 
amouot  paid  to  the  clerks  and  other  peraoos  who  have  heeo  employed 
in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  daring  the  year 
ending  January  31,  18S9,  as  required  by  the  act  of  April  20,  1818, 
and  act  of  August  26,  1842. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ohediant  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 

Commianoner. 
Hod.  J.  TaoHFSOK,  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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GBNB&At  Lard  OmoB, 

F^rwiTy  2,  1860. 
Sta:  I  have  the  honor  to  Babmit,  as  required  b^  the  lUb  section 
of  the  act  of  August  26,  1842,  the  aooompaafiog  statement,  showing 
the  names  of  clerxs  and  others  employed  la  this  offioe  daring  the  year 
1859. 

The  re^lar  increase  of  baBinesB  in  this  branch  of  the  pttblic  servios 
ii  so  considerable  that  any  redaction  in  the  present  force  of  ^is  o£Bce, 
it  is  believed,  would  materially  prejudice  onr  operations,  and  conae- 
queotly  no  changes  with  a  view  to  reduction  are  deemed  oeoeAsaTj. 
With  great  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

8.  A.  Burm,  ' 


Hon.  J.  Thdhfsoit, 

Soentary  <^  the  BUerior. 
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CIiEBKSj  ETO.,    BMPLOTED  DI  THE 


Pbnsios  Office,  February  2,  1860. 
Sib  :  In  conformity  to  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  CongresB  ap- 
proved August  23,  1842,  I  have  the  honor  to  tranBmit  to  yoa  here- 
with  a  list  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  who  have  been  employed 
in  this  office  during  the  past  year,  time  employed,  amount  paid  them, 
Ac.  These  officers  have  been  usefully  employed  and  the  pnbhc 
interests  do  not  seem  to  call  for  the  removal  of  any  of  them  and  the 
appointment  of  others  in  their  stead. 

I  am,  sir,  with  mnch  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  C.  WHITING, 

CommiaswruT. 
Hon.  Jacob  THOifPSON, 

Secretary  <f  the  Interior. 
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ImPAfiTUeNT  OF  THE  IBTSBIOB. 
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